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Javarin e 1 ſhall pas over our 


parted from Pouſtaretſk at eight o clock in 


the morning, in an open ſledge drawn by 
Wann. dogs, which I drove myſelf ; the ſol- 


dier appointed to eſcort me had eight har= 
neſſed to his; and we were preceded byʒa 


guide choſen from the inhabitants of this 
hamlet *, whoſe fledge, loaded with the W. 


& a4 : N 


1 0 - . n «7 - bl 
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© ® During my flay at Pouſtarcitk, the ener had ME. 
OO AED Some of ther belonged 
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minder of my eſſects, ä 
Vas drawn by a team of twelve. 1 
accompanied alſo by M. Schmaleff and the 
ſubaltern officers of his ſuite ; but inſted 


Upon ES Pouſtaretik, we deſcended 
' the gulf. We proceeded at firſt with toler- 
in a few hours we arrived at the mouths 
there our progreſs was attended with more 
difficulty. Obliged to travel upon the ſea 
moment interrupted. with piles of ice, that 

appeared like ſo many rocks, againſt which 
ve were to be daſned to pieces. It was 
| Impoſſible to avoid them by turning and 


S Lin c ee wh 6e Wer Mae 
leagues diftent from their home. Theſe poor creatures, 
almoſt al-their "dogs having died of fatigue and hunger, 
| TENT POOLS. Ye | 
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IN KAMTSOBATKA. | * 
tht of dels little 


intercepted- our | paſſage; we had no res 
ſource but to attempt to furmount them, 
More than once, in theſe falls, I had a nar- - 
roy eſcape from being dangerouſly wound- 


s mountains extended all along the'coifh;, and 


ed, My muſquet, which was faſtened to my . _ 


"_ was ends es 
bruiſed, mot not an individual came. off 
N "1 & bing; vw. Hine a (7h; 
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- a hamlet ſituated upon the border of ko 


| © lagans, in a very wvelchell condition, and 


| lived in the yourt which we entered, had 
Hack pon our een I was informed. 
—̃ ˙ cnaided as in; ths fare, 


Wanner, that they might not be obliged to aiſt un. 
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that this man was a chaman or magician * | 
ſeized with terror at the news that we 
were to arrive the next day, he flew im- 
_ mediately for refuge to the Oluterians , 
where he would n remain till M. 
Keio had pulled. | 


The Coſſac 8 me this informa- 


tion, had been ſent forward the evening 


Previous to our departure from Pouſtaretſk, | 
by M. Schmaleff, with orders to ſtop at 
this hamlet till we ſhould arrive, and en- 
deavour in the mean time to diſcover ſome 


concealed ſtore of 'fiſh. This precaution _ _ 
was very ſerviceable' to us. The Coſlac, © 


upon our arrival, conducted us to a cave. 


- -which-we found to be well ſtocked. Itook 


CON having brought from | 
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days. * 
215 : "oi ODA He Hf HAD 1 $14 

The 19, early in the morning we 'pur- 
ſued our route. This day's journey was 
ſtill more fatiguing than the preceding one. 
The way was terrible. Twenty times I 
ſaw my fledge ready to be ſhattered to 


the caſe, if I had not at laſt determined to 


in order to guard myſelf againſt the dan- 


ger of being overturned, and thus was 1 


obliged to walk almoſt the whole day; 


tn FT Rn ONS: fall 


* unt 
nnn 7 
- * 91. 1 9 : ; 't 


e 
that I was going to remount my ſiedge, 
when a ſadden jolt inſtantly turned it upon 
its ſide, and eſfectually cooled my deſire. 1 


n but to drag myſelf on as 


; pieces, which would certainly; have been 


22— 4 ws — 


% en 
_ wall as 1 could. © My legs bent under me, 
I was in a profuſe perſpiration, and a 
burning thirſt ſtill added to my wearineſs. 


The ſnow was a poor relief, and I had no- 


ting elſe with which to quench my thirſt. 
-  _Unifoftunately/ I perceived a little river; 
Aubſdlute neceſſity conducted my ſteps to it, 
and, without reflecting upon the conſe- 
quences of my imprudence, I inſtantly broke 
the ice, and put a piece into my mouth. 
and I ſoon repented it. My thirſt was re- 
lieved ; but from the exeeſſive heat of which 
I before complained,” I paſſed to the oon 
trary extreme; a univerſal chill — me, 
e be egg n ee ae 


8 — night incevaſed ny 
| — feeling, and my weakneſs at laſt 
vs ſo extreme; that I was unable to pro- 
deed a ſtep farther. 1 entreated my com- 
panions to halt in the midſt of this deſert. 
lo „ of = They 
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They complied out of pure civility to me, 
for" the difficulty of procuring wood was 
otherwiſe a ſufficient reaſon to determine 
them to proceed. Searcely could they collect 
enough to place under a kettle ; it conſiſt- 


ed of a few little ſhrubs, ſo green that it 


was almoſt impoſſible to make them burn. 

' How a PER Ee far as to 
3 l AID eee 
A= wines cups; I rotired'to . 
my tent v, where I lay down upon a ſmall 
mattraſs ſpread upon the ſnow, and*coyered 
. " myſelf up with a number of furs, in order 
to revive perſpiration. It was in vain ;/I dd 

not cloſe my eyes during the whole night; 
To the anguiſh of a dry and burning fe- | 

ll the reſtleſſneſs peculiar to the firſt ſymp- 
toms of a diforder. I -conceived* myſelf, 1 


8 14 07 [is 


bis pans tt T had purchaſed it of | 
M. west before N ken fee. l 


Heh B 4 acknowlede 


call to the dogs to make them proceed. 


My hoarſeneſs prevented their hearing me; 
inen bo . : | | . and | 


" BY en 
acknowledge, to be dangerouſly ill, particu- 


larly when I found, upon getting up, that 


1 could not articulate a fingle ſound. I 
Tuffered infinitely both in my breaſt and 
. throat ; the fever was not abated ; never- 
 theleſs the idea that a longer halt in this 
Place would be of no benefit to me, and 


that I could only hope for ſuccour by pro- 
ceeding, determined me to conceal my ex- 


treme illneſs from M. Schmaleff. I was 
the firſt to propoſe going on, but in this 


I conſulted my courage more than my 


ſtrength. 


„ hod denen dot a fere-werfiy, hem 


my ſufferings became inſupportable. I was 
obliged to drive myſelf, and conſequently 
to be in continual motion; frequently alſo 


I was compelled from the badneſs of roads, 
either to run by che ſide of my ſledge, or 
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— Sans TAPIR 
ed my ſtrength, and tortured my lungs, 
that I at laſt ſucceeded. This exerciſe | 
however, painful as it was, proved ſalu- 
| tary to me; by degrees it created a per- 
ſpiration; in the evening I could breathe 
more freely ; the fever left me; I had no 
complaint but a violent cold, which was 


removed in a few days. Fatiguing exer- 


ciſe was the only remedy I uſed. I took 
| It occaſioned, and to this I am perſuaded 
I owe the rapidity of my cure. My breaſt 
however was ſo ſore, that I felt ne 
ef it for a conſiderable time. r 


Dag this e nothing to 
ſuffer from the rigour of tempeſis ; the air 
vas calm, and the weather clear. We were 
bleſſed with the fineſt days of winter, or I 
| ſhould perhaps never again -have ſeen my 

51% ; my 
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my journey, that I might forget my fuf- 
ferings. | TIP 


The moſt lively joy ſoon ſucceeded to the 
forrow that had depreſſed me. We met, in 
different detachments, three convoys ſent 
by ſergeant Kabechoff to M. Kaſloff. This 
unexpected ſuccour gave me the more plea- 
ſure, as the deplorable ſtate in which I had 
left the governor, was continually recur- 
ring to my mind. What a ſudden change 
in his ſituation! He was upon the point 
of receiving a ſupply of proviſions, together 
with an hundred and fifty dogs well fed and 
well trained. He will be able, ſaid I to 
myſelf, to proceed immediately on his jour- 
ney; and if I cannot flatter myſelf that 1 
ſhall ſee him again, I know at leaſt that he 
Will be extricated from his embaraſſment. 
This eee winch! 
NR pions: [44 
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The ſoldier who conducted the convoys, 

offered me part of his proviſions ;. but I re- 

Fuſed them. He had no profuſion, and we 

were not in want, I detained him there- 
| fore as ſhorta time as poſſible. 


Before he quitted us, he told me that 
prince Eitel, or chief of the Koriacs of 
Kaminoi, who had been accuſed of rebel - 
lion, was advancing to undeceive the go—-— 
vernor, and prove the falſehood of the 
charge. 12 a 5 l b 3 


In purſuing our route, we perceived, be- 
yond a ſmall river bordered with ſome 
ſhrubs, a chain of ſteep mountains, which ĩt 
was neceſſary to climb one after the other, 
in order to deſcend upon another river, 
called Talofka. Its banks diverged as it 
approached the ſea ; they were well wooded, 
and I perceived ſome trees of a tolerable 
_ age this rare: a diſtance from 

1 
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Kaminoi, in order to traverſe an extenſive 
heath, then a conſiderable lake; at length 
ve croſſed the river Pengina, almoſt at its 
mouth, and in a direction from ſouth-eaſt 
to north-weſt. Its breadth is ſtriking, and 
the aſpect of the heaps of ice that covered 
it, and which were of an extreme height, 
would haye been ſtill more pictureſque, if 
we could have taken a more convenient 
way; but we had no choice, and were re- 
duced to the neceſſity of hoiſting, as I may 
| fay, our dogs and our ſledges from heap to 
"heap. The difficulty and ſlowneſs of this 
manceuvre is eaſily conceived ; it required 
| eee nn 
hurt. | | 2x1 | 
EY P before. we 
reached Kaminoi, where we arrived the 2 
before noon. We were received by the i in- 3 
| habitants with the utmoſt civility. In the 
abſence of Eitel, en priocs called Eila, 
| 1535 
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enen He came to meet us 
with a Ruſſian detachment, and we were 
conducted to the yourt of Eitel, which had 
been cleaned and prepared a long time for 
the reception of M. Kaſloff, my 


7 | 
Eila conferred upon us every mark of 
| reſpect; we had conſtantly a centinel at our 
door, whoſe orders were to open it to-ſuch 

perſons only as we had no reaſon to diſ- 4 


| 
This was not owing to'any doubts we en- 
tertained reſpecting the report that had 
been ſpread of the rebellion: of the Koriacs; 
it was evidently falſe*, Their behaviour to 
us, and the reception they had prepared 
| This port had gained credit from the falſe repreſen- 
tation of Bogonoff, the engineer. He aſſerted,” that the 


Koriacs had, by force of arms, oppoſed his entrance into 
| the river Pengina. When I mentioned. it to them, they 
| proteſted, that ſo far from oppoſing the ↄaſlage of this en- 
gineer, they had treated him during his ſtay with great 
| CI REIN. | | FE 
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for the governor, plainly proved what was 
their diſpoſition at preſent. Nor is it to be 
preſumed that this was the effect of the 
arrival of the ſoldiers ſent from Ingiga *. 
Their wretched condition was little calcu- 
lated to awe men like the Koriacs, who are 
too little attached to life, I underſtand, to 
be ever intimidated; and whom nothing 
can reſtrain, if they have the 1 tins 
for diſcontent. 


The fight however of the cannon, and of 
the Coflacs in arms, who had entered the 
village without announcing any hoſiile in- 
tention, gave them at firſt ſome alarm. 
Immediately advancing towards the ſubal- 
called upon him to declare, whether he was 
como to ſtrike a blow at their liberty, and 
| * This detachment had originally conſiſted of forty | 
men; but at the requiſition of Kabechoff, ten Collags 


were added to nnn 
_ which we have already mentioned. 


| 
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extirpate. them ; adding, that if ſuch were 
the project of the Ruſſians, the Koriacs 
would all die to a man, rather than ſubmit. 
The officer removed their fears, by artfully 
anſwering, that the occaſion of his embaſly 
ought not to alarm them; that he was ſent 
to meet M. Kaſloff, which was an honour 
due to his rank, and preſcribed by the mi- 
litary regulations of Ruſſia towards their 
governors. This explanation was ſufficient 
to remove their ſuſpicions; and the Koriacs 
and Ruſſians lived together upon ternis of 
the beſt underſtanding. The confidence of 
the Koriacs was ſo great, that they took no 
precautions againſt. a ſurpriſe, and would 
have paid no attention to the continued 
 abade of theſe ſoldiers among them, but for 
a famine, which began to render ſuch gueſts 


I nad intended to ſtay no longer at Ka- 
AZR tw. | | but 


by 


but on the night of the 24, the ſky: be- 
came obſcured, and frequent guſts of wind 
threatened an approaching tempeſt: the 
fear of encountering it in the open field, 
e def wy en 0 


. This ofrogia thjootandeed. > werſts from 
I : Pouſtaretſk, and is ſituated upon an emi- 
nence near the ſea coaſt, and at the mouth 


of the river Pengina. It contains a great 


number of balagans and twelve yourts, all 


of them very large, and built in a ſimilar 


manner to thoſe I have already deſcribed. 
Though very near to one another, theſe 


habitations occupy a conſiderable ſpace of 


ground. The paliſades which ſurround 
them are · fortified with ſpears, bows and 


arrows, and muſquets. They are thicker 


and higher than thoſe placed round the 
. Kamtſchadale yourts. Within theſe wretch= _ 
ed fortifications the Koriacs conſider them- IP 
Here they repel the 


_ as impregnable. 
1 N | attacks 


* 
. * 
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attacks of their enemies, und among others, 
the Tchoukchis, who are the moſt formida- 
| ble of their neighbours, both in point of 
er VC FED 

11030 end N 

te ee ae ex- 
ceeda three hundred perſons, including 
men, women, and children. I ſhall ſay 8. 
thing; of the manners of the inhabitants 
till my arrival at Ingiga, nene ee 
eee, oy 870 7 BS 2 4 ITY! | + #7 
HEM error 3436 legere 8 ac e 
Betore I left the village; 1 ſaw a dozen 
 baidars, or boats, of different ſizes, ſimilar 
to the one I mentioned upon coming out of 
ſtructed, and from their ſuperior lightneſs, | 
had che advantage in failing. 2 ee 


. * Theſe people, informed that 1 gras —_ 
Ingiga, would, f was told, probably come to meet me, 


A 94881 1! ' * 
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-| See Vol. I. K 226. 4 
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alſo their remarkable breadth. Many of 
eee eee 
een eee. 855 


From the moment of our arrival, M. 
Sehmaleff had foreſcen that he ſhould not 
be able to accompany. me from this village. 
Beſet evening and morning by the whole 
detachment of ſoldiers, who came to acquaint 
him with the urgeney of their wants, he 
confidered it as his duty not te abandon 
them, but to employ all the means which 
his office and his perfect knowledge of the 
aſſiſtance. He was equally impatient with 
myſelf to get to Ingiga, where bis brother 
had long expected him: but he reſolved 
Nevertheleſs to let me depart without him. 


lte informed, me of this cireuwſiance 
with regret, and gave me at the ſame time 
A confidential ſoldier, named 2 egor-Gali- 


E 
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Me, Ile made me; he ſaid, in this man 
a valuable preſent; men. 
men 


- This kindnefs increaſed the roleiftdnce;D 
ſelt at being obliged ſo ſoon to leave this 
good and gallant officer. My gratitude 
would lead me to repeat in this place, What 
the Engliſh. have written of his humanity 
and politeneſs; but I leave to count de la 
Perouſe the pleaſure of acquitting the debt 
which every individual in the expedition 
owes to M. Schmaleff, for his aſſiduity in 
rendering it, while at Saint Peter and Saint 
Paul's, all the ſervices that were in his 


- Tame out of kamin at eight o'clo 


| „ men; this Golikof, 
the ſoldier who had accompanied me from Pouſtaretſk, and 
two others choſen, from the detachment as my guides: I 
| thought it neceſlaty however to add a Koriac guide, as I 
conceived that he muſt be better acquainted with the road. 
9 co 22 in 
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in the morning of the 26, the weather | 
being tolerably calm. At the. diſtance of 
fifteen werſts, I again met with the chain of 
mountains which I had before paſſed on this 
ſide of the village. I traverſed them a fe- 
cond time, and then croſſed a river called 
Cbeſtotova, from a ſubaltern officer of that 
name, who had been killed there at the 
head of a detachment ſent to keep the re- 
volted Koriacs in awe. Under advantage of 
the night the Koriacs had taken them by 
furpriſe upon the border of this river, and 
had not ſuffered an individual to eſcape; | 
all the Ruſſians. were maſſacred. I halted 
u the ſame POWs e249 419% af) " * 29. 
| ab 
I was rouſed from: my 1 by the 1 
of Wind that blew Auth extreme violence. 
The clouds of ſ now obſcured the air to 


J The ſecareity of dogs at Kaminoi, 0 
Nate of mine, had determined N. Schmalef to let me have 
thoſe belonging to to the Ne 88 
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a degree, that it was not eaſy to diſtinguiſh 
if it were day. In ſpite of this dreadful 
hurricane I reſolved to proceed; but I 
could not prevail on my guides to make 
even the attempt. They perſiſted in not 
quitting the place, from the apprehenſion of 
loſing their way, and encountering other 
pon 9h in * on Wren: FER 


180 
* 


oppoſed on al nes, I odd 0 to yd 
in no very pleaſant humour. At noon I 
was agreeably conſoled by the arrival of 
ſeven Tchoukchis. They were in ſledges, 
fimilar to thoſe of the wandering Koriacs, 
and drawn in like manner by rein deer. 
received” them under my tent, and invited 
them to remain till the ſtorm was diſſipated. 
Nothing could have flattered them more, 
as I judged from the air of ſatisfaction 

3 to Aare dee 
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Among theſe Tchoukchis was the chief- 
of the horde, called Tumme. He addreſſed 

| Himſelf to me in order to expreſs the grati- 


tude they felt for the reception I gave them. 
He affured me that ever fince they had 
heard of me, they had defired nothing ſo. 
ardently as my acquaintance, and had been 
greatly alarmed leſt they ſhould loſe the 
opportunity. He added, that they would 
never forget either my perſon or my kind- 
neſſes, and that they would give an exact ac- 
count of every thing to their countrymen, 
I anſwered with a profuſion of thanks, in- 
forming them that Thad been already made 
acquainted with their obliging curioſity, and 
that I had ng e eee 
W e 2 antoine 


ne this 2 we talked upon gene- 
ral ſubjects, particularhy upon their coun- 

try and mine. My curicſit ) was equal to 
* and the time * in perpetual 


queſtions. 
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_ queſtions. As I told them that, in return | 
ing to France, I muſt paſs through the 
town that was the reſidence of their ſove- 
reign, they begged me to give her a faith- 
ful account of them, and to lay at her feet 
the tribute of their reſpect and ſubmiſſion. | 
They added, that they were by ſo much the 
more happy in being tributaries of Ruſſia, 
as they every day found the Ruſſians more 
eaſy of acceſs, and more affectionate in theit 
behaviour. They ſpoke with particular 
commendation of M. Gaguen, governor of 


- The kindneſs they had experienced, made 
them regret the want of opportunity to 
the Ruffians. The only mode, they ſaid, of 
ſurmounting theſe difficulties, would be for 
the ſubjects of the Czarina to form afreſh 
their eſtabliſhment upon the river Anadir. 
| They promiſed for the future that, far from 


5 giving 
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giving any interruption to me ſettlers; they 
would; exert. themſelves by every office of 
friendſhip to make them forget the injuſ- 
tice of their paſt conduct. That conduct - 
had originated in an error, under which 
they laboured as well as the Koriacs, in hav- 
ing formerly figured to themſelves the Ruſ- 
ſians as conſiſting only of that ſmall num- 
ber of individuals, who came in this ad- 
venturous manner to plant themſelves in 
their territory and neighbourhood. By a 
natural ſentiment of jealouſy, they had re- 
garded theſe emigrants as ſo many adver- 
faries, whoſe induſtry and activity were the 
objects of their ſuſpicion ; and they con- 
ceived that nothing could be of more im- 
portance to them than to rid themſelves of 
the intruders, perſuaded that in extermi- 
nating the ſettlers they ſhould deſtroy the 
aer ein M3; 


n. Tchoukchis profile to | have-dif 
; covered Be 
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covered their miſtake, and their folly-as ſoon 
as they had been properly acquainted with 
the Ruſſians, It was in vain that they were 
now perſuaded to revolt, they being on the 
contrary diſpoſed to counteract the ſeditious 
intrigues of a prince, or chief of the Tchouk- 
 Kheraurguw, either by curtailing his autho- 
_ rity, —— nen | 
n+ #69 3 ond Þ ie 
rr to conceive in whed: aids 
of, the world uns born, they aſked me if 
my country were not on. the other fide of 


I deſired to know the meaning of their 
queſtion ; and I found they imagined that 
beyond Ruſſia, with which country itſelf 
they had little acquaintande, there was a 
— that. divided ited. | 
a. 5 ts, oa | | 
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this ſubject. I talked a long while without 
their underſtanding a fingle word of my 
geographical dif lertat ion s/* They had no 
accurate idea either of number or extenſion. 
It was not leſs difficult to give them a no- 


tion of the ſtrength of a ſtate, or the riches 
and power of its ſovereign. They had 


never attempted an eſtimation even of that 


It was. not eaſy to inſtruct them upon 


of Ruſſia. That I might enable them to 


judge of it, I was obliged to illuſtrate the 


abundance of its commodities, its money, 


and its population, by compariſons drawn 


from the number of animals they hunted, 
and the quanty of fiſh they caught every 


year, without deſtroying the breed. This 
explanation, which I exerted all my ability 
to-make level to their capacities, extremely 


pleaſed them. I adopted the ſame method : 


to give them a notion of the way to mea · 
ſure extenſion. I began with the ground 
that my tent covered, and then taking a 

5 ſheet 


Aw 
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ſheet of paper drew = ſort of geographical. 
chart, in which I marked pretty nearly the 
ſituation and diſtances of Ruſſia and mm 
ww 3 to their denk e 


e 
be inte — I that L 
made myſelf underſtood. But for this L 
was indemnified by the eagerneſs and at- 
general I was aſtoniſhed at the ſolidity of 
their underſtanding, and the thirſt they felt 


he _ | ern a and 
rn the Bay unn that 1 
found): in the Tehawukelits a habit mo 
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guide, who ſerved me for an interpr eter, I 
kept up n if 
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The attention with which T aac 
weir dreſs, inſpired them with a deſire of 
feeing the French habit“, and I ordered 
my uniform to be taken out of my port 
manteau.” At ſight of it they expreſſed ad- 
miration in every part of their attitude. 
Every one was eager to touch it, every one 
exclaimed upon its ſingularity and its beau 
ty. My buttons, marked with the arms of 
France, were particularly inſpected, and it 
was neceſſary ane w to exert my ingenuity 
to deſeribe to them intelligibly, what this 
 fignre'repreſented, and what was its uſe. 
But they did not allow me to finiſh. They 
eagerly: reached out their hands, and in- 
treated me to divide them among them. I 
conſented, upon the promiſe they gave me 
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va Em of? * 
The reader will ed dl I was then in Kan. 
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to preſerve. them with extreme care. Theis 
object in keeping them, was to employ them 
as a mark of affection, which they -might 
ſnew to all the ſtrangers that touched upon 
their coaſt, in hopes that among the reſo 
there might poſſibly mn ; 
1 Wan eee bad ſoen the - Enjiſh- 
ſome years before. 8; ſaid they, do 
« not the French alſo viſit us?: They might 
depend upon being received by us with 
«.cheerfulneſs and cordiality.”, I thaked 
them for their obliging diſpoſition, and re- 
preſented to them that the diſtance Was am 
inſuperable obſtacle, and would not permit 
us to put their kindneſs often to the proof: 
Meanwhile. I promiſed to give a faithful 
repreſentation of it upon Y my arrival in 

þ mv HONEY d 63, Degen 
2 e ert 1 1 A i ata © 
After "RSG them in the-beſt manner 

1 1 could vi Ghee, having nothing tliat 
01 N could 
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cheater pie wege 
el upon the beſt terms of friendfhip. Upon 
Teaving me, they ſaid; that I ſhould pro- 
bably ſoon met their equipages and their 
wires, whom they had left behind in order 
eee et At: 


eswe became calm fflortly after the 
. 16 0 eee nd _ 
1 eke at 3 aer 
Il was about to ſtop, upon ſeeing a conveni- 
ent place by the fide of a wood, I perceived 
farther on before me a numerous troop of 
rein deer browſing at liberty upon the top 
of a mountain. Upon examining them 
more attentively,/ 1 diſtinguiſhed ſome men 
-who appeared to be guarding them. I 


5 heſitated at firſt whether I ſhould avoid, or 


join t] , ; but :of at 1 n th 5 * . 
edi and L advanced to veconnoitre them. 
Li N . By 
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By proceeding along the ſkirts of the 
wood I wWas told 1 ſhould come up with 
them. I conceived however that at the 
extremity I ſhould be till ſeparated from 
them by a river, a ſmall arm of which L had 
croſſed a quarter of an hour before: at this 
place it was tolerably wide. While I was 
examining: theſe people from one bank to 
the other, I was approached: by two women 
who: were walking about. The eldeſt ac- 
hear both her and her companion ſpeak 
the Ruſſian language! They informed me 
that I was but two hundred yards from the 
camp. of the Tehoukchis, the view of which 

indeed as I got down to the ſide of the river 
de HY TP 307 ase bee 
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country they were, their language telling 
me that they were neither born, nor had 5 


ee eee - L . e 


o * } ſ * SL; 
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One of ns informed ue that ſhoes 
a Ruſſian, and had been induced to accom- 
pany the Tchoukchis from a ſentiment of 
maternal affection. Dangers, fatigues, ill 
who was) retained by them as an hoſtage. 
ante in the wanne 


# NI. 24}. 163 1 wait 1. 2442. 


This Cs end two 


years before, with her father and a number 
of other Ruſſians upon the river Peng ina 


Their caravan, conſiſting of nine perſons, 


1 threatened at that time by 
a party of Tchoukchis, headed by this very 


Kherourgui whom we juſt now mentioned. 


Naga det chr dingen neghean. 
nun. | the 
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the Koriacs conceived the delign of inform- 
ing the Tchoukchis of the paſlage of theſe 
ſtrangers®, as a prize that ought not to eſ- 
cape them. The artifice ſucceeded. Se- 
duced by the expectation of an immenſe 
booty in iron and tobacco, the Tchoukchis 
followed theſe travellers. Their courage 
could not ſave them, and four of them, with 
their arms in their hands, became the vic- 
tims of a fruitleſs reſiſtanoe. The huſband N 
of this woman was killed in defending his 
daughter, whom the conquerors carried off 

with the three remaing companions of her 
_ misfortune. / The Ruſſians had inceſſantly 

demanded the ſurrender of theſe priſoners, 
and the Tchoukehis en to ſend 


79 7 


be f 2 of the arias has oxy: «Eg 
voured to inflame the enmity of the” Teboslecbis againſt the" | 


- Ruſſians, either by falſe reports, or by inciting-thera 10 
attack ſuch parties of Ruſſians whom they could not, or 


dared not, attack themſelbes. Theſe artful manoeuvres | 
haye been the, cauſe of the many acts of cruelty with which | 
the Tchoukchis have been ere but which form no 

part of their character: GN. ere nr ee 
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them back ; but only two of them had ye 
| beer releaked, | 


The affecting recital of this unfortunate 
mother, which was frequently interrupted 
favour. Without knowing whether the 
mediation would have any weight with the 
Tehoukchis, I felt myſelf diſpoſed: to join 
my intreaties to hers, and I had the ſatis- 
action to perceive that they were not nu- 


The other woman told me that ſhe was 
by birth a Teboukchi. In her infancy 


| he had been taken by the Ruſſians upon 
the river Anadir, and carried to Yakoutſk, 
in their power. She afterwards married a 
ſoldier, by whom ſhe was in a few years left 

a widow. At length, by order of govern- 
— Gut back hor a count 
| with 
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with her children, to render an account of 
the obligations that ſhe owed to the Ruſ- 
ſians. It had been recommended to her to 
give the minuteſt details to the Tchoukchis, 
even ſuch as lived to the greateſt diſtance®, 
and inſinuate to them the innumerable ad- 
vantages they might derive from eſtabliſh- 
ing a ſafe and peaceable commerce with the 


This woman ſpoke the Ruſſian, the Va- 

kout, and the Tchoukchi languages with 
equal facility. She told me, that the little 
knowledge ſhe derived from her education, 
had gained her a ſort of credit with her 
compatriots; that ſhe had already taken 
advantage of her aſcendancy over their 
minds, to deſtroy ſeveral of their preju- 
dices; and ſhe flattered herſelf that by de- 
grees they would de taught to ſoo 'their in- 
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tereſt in its true light. Her hopes were 
chiefly. founded upon the character of this 
people, which ſhe aſſured me was perfectly 
generous, hoſpitable, mild, and ee 
in n gs to tint ol the. Koriacs. 
The 8 o& cheſs women had fo 
a my attention, that I was in the 
camp of the Tchoukchis before I perceived 
it, Their joy at ſeeing me was extreme, 
and I was ſurrounded in an inſtant. They 
all addrefled themſelves. to me at once, to 
prevail on me to ſpend the night with them. 
I had no ſooner anſwered that it was my in- 
tention, than they ſaluted me with new 
tranſports and huzzas. I ordered my tent 
to be erected at the extremity of the camp. 
and while it was performing I invited the 
chiefs to viſit me. Eager to accept my in- 
vitation, they could not wait till I had en- 
tered my tent, and I found a more nums- 
rous aſſernbl y than it could contain, 
1127 0 | After 7 
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After the firſt compliments were over, 
we entered into converſation, mutually de- 
ſirous of receiving information. We talked 
in a ſummary way of our reſpective coun- 
tries; manners, and euſtoms; and the queſ- 
tions they aſked me were nearly ſimilar 
to thoſe of Tummeé and his companions.” | 
They expreſſed their ſubmiſſion to Ruſſia, 
their deſire of forming an alliance with that 
country by means of a commercial inter- 
courſe, and of feditig the eſtabliſhment upon 
the Anadir revived. They then entered 
into particulars upon the motives of their 
journey. Their principal inducement was 
to vĩſit ſome relations who had intermarried 
with the Ruſſians, and ſettled at Ingiga. 
They had alſo, it was probable, ſome com- 
mertial project in view; though from their 
own account, attachment to their country= 
men was their only motive; and in reality, | 
this patriotic ſentiment was viſible I thought 
in their attention to this Tchoukchi woman, 


Ds and 
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and the careſſes they beſtowed upon her 


They frequently entreated me to baniſh 
all diſtruſt from my mind, and to rely upon 
their friendſhip. They ſeemed to ſuppoſe 
that I partook of the reſerve which the Ruſ- 
ſians diſcovered in their intercourſe with _ 
them ; but not having the ſame reaſons to 
fear them, I was a ſtranger to ſuſpicion. 1 
wiſhed them to underſtand this by my an- 
ſwer, which was, that being unwilling to 
offend any individual I might meet with in 
my way, I imagined that no one would be 
deſirous of incommoding me, particularly 
in the midſt of a nation whoſe civility and 
rectitude were already known to me. This 
mode of reaſoning pleaſed them, and they 
appeared to be flattered by my ſecurity. 1 
conceived of courſe that I ought to conceal 
my arms, and reject the propoſal made by 
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my ſoldiers of placing a mti before my 
tent. 4 | 


© 1diGributed tobacco to the moſt diſtin» 
guiſhed of theſe Tchoukchis, and after- 
wards treated them with tea and rye hiſ- 
euit. Their chief, or prince, named Che- 
gauiaga, of the ſame rank and authority as 
Tummé, two of his relations, and the two 
women who ſerved as interpreters, ſupped 
with me. The repaſt was perfectly frugal 

but very gay, and my gueſts were as well 
Pleaſed as if they had fared eyer ſo ſump- 
fucully. The ee eons | 
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opportunity of writing down the notes with 
which their converſation and my own ob- 


| ; The camp of theſe Tehoukchis was pitch- 
r ed 
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of their equipages, and at the back of the 
wood which 1 mentioned. It contained 
about a dozen tents ranged in a line along 
the bank. They were of a ſquare form, 
and made of rein deer ſkin, ſuſpended by 
leathern ſtraps to four poles erected at the 
four corners. Bundles of ſpears and arrous, 
fixed in the ſnow before every tent, ſeem to 
guard the entrance, which is very low, and 
ſhuts bermetically. The tents are extremely 
hot. The partitions and the covering being 
made of deer ſkin, the air cannot penetrate, 
and there is beſides à ſtove in the middle of 
each of them. The bed reſembles that of 
the Kamtſchadales when they halt, and con- 
ſiſts of ſmall branches of trees ſpread on the 
ſnow like litter, and covered with deer ſkins. 
Here a whole family will lie down and ſleep 
together without diſtinction of age or ſex. 


285 * The fear of being ern the Ko | 
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ho ſo many people can crowd into it. The 
air and filthineſs occaſioned by it are inſup- 
portable; let it ſuffice to ſay, that they feel 
no diſguſt at ſeeing their food and their 
drink cloſe to the moſt offenſive objects, for 
no words can ne the exceſs of their 
indolence. $248} 30 841914 liebs 
; Minn ei „eth wad 
uta theſe Tehoukchis whoſe num- 
her amounted to about forty, there were 
fifteen or fixtcen women *, and nearly as 
many children, who are employed in pre- 
paring the tents and proviſions. Every 
Principal perſon has valets in his ſervice to 
550 Fenn 23 — 


* s Polygamy i is 3 by theſe — . 329 
indeed that they admit promiſcuous cohabitation, for they 
are ſaid to, carry their politenefs ſo, far as to offer their 
wives or daughters to their gueſts. To refuſe the offer 
would be an inſult; I cannot aniſwer for the truth of this 
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The ſpace is ſo narrow that ĩtiĩs aſtonifhing- 
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s faſtened round the neck, where it has an 


which theſe coaſts abourd. | 
The dreſs of che women is very remark- 
able. It conſiſts of a ſingle deer ſkin that 


opening both before and behind, and which 
deſcends in the ſhape of large breeches be- 
low the knee. This garment is put on 
by means of the opening at the neck, and 
there is no other way of taking it off but by 
looſening the ſtrings which tie it under the 
chin, when it inſtantly falls from the body, 
and leaves the woman naked. The incon- 
ed, from the frequent neceſſity there muſt 
be of diveſting themſelves of it. When they 
travel, they wear a kouklanki over their eom- 
mon dreſs, and their feet have no other co- 
vering than boots made of the legs of rein 
deer. Their hair is of a deep black. Some- 
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is oftener ſeparated upon the forehead; and 
hangs in long braids on each ſide. Their 
ears and their neck are loaded with orna- 
ments of glaſs beads of different colours; 
and when they are cold, the hood 0 their 
parque ſerves (hom for a . 
Their countenance is why no nance aye 
able; the features are coarſe, though their 
noſe is not flat, nor their eyes ſunk in their 
head like the Kamtſchadales, They reſem- 
ble them in theſe reſpects leſs than do the 
Koriac women. They are alſo taller, but 
not ſlender. The thickneſs and bulk of 
their dreſs give them an appearance the 
very | oppoſite to alert. In the mean time 
they perform the moſt laborious offices, ſuch 
as lighting fire, cutting wood,' fetching 
water, and other things required in their 
domeſtic ' ceconomy. Theſe cares doe 
ke ori upon * . | 
A „ ene 
The 
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The antes of he men ſeemed to be 
more regular, and not at all Aſiatio. Their 
complexion, like that of the women, is very 

tawny; and their dreſs, their ſledges, and 
in ſmort, all their cuſtoms are exactly ſimilar 
to thoſe of the wandering Koriacs. I ſhall 
take an ene of n werke them 


12 
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bebe Tehonkchis' at preſent go every 
ven to Ingiga. They leabe their country 
in the beginning of autumn, and do not 

arrive at this ſettlement till March. As ſoon 
as their buſineſs is trunſacted, which only 
requires a few days, they ſet out pon their 
return, that they may not loſe the advatis 
tage of travelling in fledges; biit they ſel- 
dom reach their home till the latter end of 


OT ONIGD £14” ot + | WORRY: HIV " Ah 


The ncrchandigs they take with them 
conſiſis _ y of ſable _ fox-{kin par- 


5 
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| ques, and morſe teeth, which afford a very 
ine ivory. They receive in exchange ket- 
tles, tobacco, lances, muſquets, knives, and 
other iron inſtruments. As yet they are 
little accuſtomed to the muſquet, and 
ſcarcely make any uſe of it; but they are 
very expert in ſhooting an arrow, and ma- 
naging a lance, which are — = their 
FOH aft Mr 
Like all ba a ene * have 
an aſtoniſhing propenſity to drunkenneſs. 
Their love of branily is ſo. extreme, that if 
you once let them taſte it, you muſt repeat 
your kindneſs till they are perfectly intox- 
icated, or they would conſider themſelves 
as inſulted, and probably have recourſe to 
menaces and violence, to obtain their erids. 
As inceſſant ſmokers as the Koriacs, they 
have —— RB method 
of uſing them. ** nö 3agpols pre: 
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Being unwilling to prolong my ſtay, I 
went as ſoon as it was light to take leave of 
theſe Tchoukchis in their tents, but the 
unwholeſome air and the heat ſoon ollliged 
me to withdraw. Our parting was very 
affeRionate; each in his turn overwhelmed 
me with embraces. It may be ſuppoſed I 
did not fall ſhort in my compliments, nor 
could I in reality too highly extol the re- 
* of this en, os 


1 ſet + off early 668A to oa 
dirty werſts. About half way I found 
upon the ſea coaſt two balagans and a yourt, 
inhabited by — 
eee eee 


$ This village bs b den Khonlaol; but 
more populous and well ſituated.” It is 
upon a river, from which it takes its name, 
and about three werſts from where it ponrs 
its waters inta the ſea of Pengina, which 
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forms at this place ſo narrow a gulf, that in 
AN A Hd b e 


/ 


c 


ene eee eee 
3 of a mixed breed, whoſe 
melancholy appearance ſtruck me. Either 
from compaſſion or curioſity, I inſtantly ap- 
proached her. Upon my queſtioning her 
reſpecting the cauſe of her diſtreſs, ſhe ut- 
_ tered a loud ſhriek, and anſwered me only 
by her tears. My intreaties, and the ſym- 
pathy I diſcovered, nnn | 
nnen misfortune. : 


inn Aa fortnight before, /ſhe had left 
Ingiga with her huſband, her fon, and a 
mumber of friends, to viſit ſome relations at 
Parein6, Overtaken in their way by one of 


I have been twenty times upon the verge of 


experiencing, theſe travellers had ſtrayed 
F | | | from. 


4  " ravers 
from the road, and been ſeparated from 

one another. The father and ſon were in 
the ſame ſledge. Having wandered a long 
time in purſuit of a ſhelter, or to diſcover 
ſome veſtiges of the road, they were at 
length totally loſt. After two days ſearch, 
they were found. buried in the ſnow, and. 
dead with cold. Their bodies were com- 
mletely frozen, and their poſture indicated, 
: thattheſe two unfortunate beings, no longer 
able to drag themſelves, on, had lain down 
cloſe together to keep themſelves warm, and 
died in each others arms. More ſucceſsful 
than her huſband, this woman had found a 
| ſhelter by the ſide of a river, fifteen werſts 
from Parein6, where ſhe had arrived with 
her companions, exhauſted with fatigus, 
during this tempeſt it was impoſſible to ſee 
either the heavens or the earth. The ſnow, 
frozen in the air, grew thicker ag it fell, 
| her lt ee 
oil | clothes 
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perfectly uſeleſs. But what ſtill incræaſed 


this woman's affliction, was the inability in 


which ſhe found herſelf of returning to her 
ſupply her with the means, which ſhe con- 
Anually ſolicited, but without effect. Upon 


this ſhe burſt into a flood of tears. I fad 


every thing that compaſſion ſuggeſted to 
me to conſole her; and quitted her wick 
regret, at not being able to aid her any 

pity. e e , e I 


intubirncts of Pareins at nts — 


Their chief or prince, called Toultitha, ap- 


proached to invite me to paſs the night in 


the village. His finiſter countenance con- 


his perfidy, and I gave him to underſtand, 


hat I had no deſire to ſtop. Upon my re- 


p VOL. II. | | ; E fuſal, 
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fuſal, he mentioned the impoſſibility of pro- 


curing me dogs and proviſions till the next 
morning. The reaſons he aſſigned plainly. 
diſcovered his ill will“, and betrayed; I 
thought, ſome fatal intention. Reſolved to 
eſcape, whatever it might coſt me, I replied, 
that I could very well do without what IL 
was unable to obtain, but that no conſidera- 
tion ſhould induce me to ſtay. He feigned 
not to comprehend me, and alledged ſome 
new obſtacle, regarding me at the ſame 


* F had the greater reaſon to ſuſpect him, as his mode of 
introducing himſelf, reminded me of the expedients he had 
employed the preceding year to detain a ſailor, charged 
by government with important diſpatches. The ſailor, 
- anxious to arrive at the place of his deſtination, was pre- 

_ pared to leave Pareinẽ, when Youltitka prefſed him to wait 
till the next day. He ſhowed no diſpoſition to comply, 
but was defirous of proceeding immediately, The diſpute 
became warm. Koriac fell upon him, and 
would inſtantly have aſſaſſinated him, if he had not been 
torn from his hamds. He was bound, and kept in con- 
finement for three days. At length, after having ſuffered 
every ſort of ill treatment, Youltitka permitted him to go, 
with the hope perhaps of putting an end to him more 
raſily in his way; but the prey eſcaped him. 
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time with a bitter ſmile, that ſeemed to defy 
me to proceed. I felt that I muſt arm myſelf 
with the utmoſt firmneſs, or patiently ſub- 
mit to whatever law it might pleaſe this 
wretch to impoſe upon me. The whole vil- 


lage was preſent. Two hundred men at leaſt 


preſſed tumultuouſly about me, either to in- 
ſpire me with terror, or to obſerve my em- 


baraſſment. In this perilous conjuncture, I 


conceived the deſign of addreſſing myſelf to 
them in the Ruſſian language, hoping that 
there might be ſome among them who 


would underſtand me, and who might be | 


leſs gy" than their chief. 


1 8 was . but 3 


I enforced the conſideration of my charac- | 


ter as a ſtranger, my clams upon. t their aſ- 
ſiſtance, my deſire of meriting it by my be- 


haviour towards them, and the kindneſs L 


had received from their couritrymen in the 
courſe of my journey. I added, that ex- 


EA cept 
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cept in the preſent inſtance, I had never had 
occaſion to demand the fuccours of which I 
| ſtood in need; far from waiting till I pro- 
duced my orders, they had ſhowed the ut- 
moſt readineſs to anticipate my wiſhes, be- 
fore I could make them known. 


At the mention of the word order, I per- 
ceived that they looked with a kind of 
aſtoniſhment upon one another. In pro- 
portion as my -addreſs made an impreſſion 
upon them, I aſſumed more warmth and 
aſſurance. Then drawing on a ſudden my 
paſſport from my pocket, and fixing my 
eyes with an air of diſpleaſure upon Youl- 
| titka, I preſented it to him, declaring at the 
ſame time that I meaned-to depart m two 
hours at lateſt. This abrupt concluſion diſ- 
concerted him. He perceived that he could 
net avoid complying with my wiſhes, with- 
out rendering himſelf criminal; and the 
mandate 'of the governor was 'too formal 
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and too authoritave for him to dare to op- 
poſe it. He therefore ordered that the 
quantity of fiſh which I wanted, ſhould im- 
mediately be collected, intreating me at the 
ſame time to have ſome regard to the ſmall- 
neſs of their ſtock, which I ſhould very con- 
ſiderably diminifh. It was this idea, he 
ſaid, that had induced him to make any 
difficulties, as he was afraid that I ſhould 
totally exhauſt their caves. This was a 
mere ſubterfuge, as I was ſoon convinced 
that they were abundantly ſtored. 


tithe: . 
thought deſirous of making ſome amends 
for his uncivil reception, or perhaps with a 
view of making me repent the having forced 
him in his laſt intrenchments, he invited me 
to wait in his yourt, till my people had 
made the neceſſary preparations for my de- 
parture. To refuſe would have ſhown a 


| * ee of inquietude; I wiſhed, on the con- 
| 11 E 3 . ; trary, 7 


CE — : 2 — 


an 
trary, fully to convince him of my intre- 
pidity. It was beſides the hour for dining, 
and with the hope of imperceptibly gaining 
| the traitor, I accepted his invitation, offering 
to treat him with a better repaſt than it was 
in his power to provide for me. I followed 
him with a countenance as tranquil 5 550 
had felt myſelf in perfect ſecurity. 
ſpeak the truth, however, I was not 0. 
trouble, when, upon coming to his yourt, I 
_ found it neceſſary to deſcend forty feet 
under ground. The extraordinary depth 
of this retreat delivered me entirely to the 
mercy of my hoſt. My companions could 
neither have heard nor aſſiſted me. I ſhud- 
dered at my own imprudence, but it was 
too late to draw back. I Was well armed, 0 
and 1 prepared to defend myſelf as well as 
1 could i in caſe of 0 n 


The firſt care of Youttitha was to ſeat me 
* the place « of honour, that is, in a kind of 
_ alcove 
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aleove reſerved for the chief of the family. 
His was a very numerous one, nearly eighty 
perſons living with him in this yourt. They 
had all deſerted it upon the report of my 
arrival, and were ſtill about my people, ſo 
that I was alone to contend with three or 
Four companions or relations of Youltitka, 
who ſurrounded me, thruſting their noſes | 
almoſt in my face. - Suppoſing themſelves 
to be adepts in the Ruſſian language, be- 
cauſe they were able to murder a few words, 
they aſked me, in turn, a variety of queſ- 
tions, each more abſurd than the preceding. 
My ſituation dictated politeneſs, and I an- 
ſwered them with mildneſs and preciſion. 
I thus paſſed an hour in the midſt of theſe 
ſavage figures, truly calculated to inſpire 
dread, particularly that of their chief “. 


( 


It is difficult to conceive'of a-man more completely 
ugly. Large and ſquat, his whole face ſeamed with the 
ſmall pox, and various other ſcars, a ſullen countenance, 


225 hair, that joined enormous eye-brows, under which 
_ E4 there 
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My ſoldier did not make his appearance, 
and I began to be uneaſy. Upon a motion 
which. 1 made to come out, theſe Koriacs 
placed themſelves before me. One of them 


WD hay hold of my arm to make me. ſit 


wn, aſking me if I wanted to eſcape. . I 
eee to look as ſtoutly as I could, 
but 1 confeſs my heart palpitated. I again 
took my ſeat ; and in ſpite of the alteration 
which they might perceive in my face, I 
replied, that I did not imagine I had any 
reaſon to fear them. Youltitka then en- 
dieavoured to excite. my confidence. He 
ſwore that he had the higheſt eſteem ua 
paſt conduct, he added, a have _ 
me reaſon to ſuſpect his character, but he 
conſidered it as a point of honour to ſet 
me right. Proud of having been received 


there was only one eye, and that ank in his bead. haggard 
and fierce; the other he had-loſt by accident : RP the 
a | 


among 
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among the judges of Ihe tribunal af In- 
giga “, he valued his reputation too much 


to ſuffer any one to treat me ill in his pre- 


— 


ſence, _ 1 | tied 4 


I knew my man too well to place any 
faith in theſe aſſeverations, and I conſidered 
myſelf as happy that he dared not do what 
was in his power, and probably what was 
in his heart. I haſtened therefore to quit 
the yourt, upon the pretext of ſeeking for 


my people, and giving them orders for 
dinner. I could not however rid myſelf of 
this treacherous ' Koriac. He perſiſted in 


accompanying me. Every word I uttered 
ſeemed to alarm him. Not. underſtanding 


nnn 


„ This tribunal is called in Ruſſia PREM 
or inferior territorial tribunal, The judges are ſelected in 
turn from the peaſants in the oſtrogs of each diſtrict. The 
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the meaning of what I ſaid, and watched 
all my motions with ſingular attention. 


I found my people occupied in bartering 
the bad dogs they had left, for furs, and 
articles of ' dreſs made of rein deer-ſkin. 
Their avarice had made them forgetful of 
what I had recommended to them, and the 
danger in which they had left me; but I 
concealed my diſpleaſure on account of my 
witneſſes. I again deſcended the yourt, ac- 
companied by Youltitka and my two ſol- 
diers, who began immediately to prepare 
our dinner. The women aſſiſted them in 
cleaning the diſnes -; and with the help 
of brandy, good humour gradually ſucceed- 
ed to fears and diſtruſt. Our repaſt was 
om mo and I —_— en to 


: 


* » They kn ne cloth or napkin for this pur- 
They take a ſtick, ſcrape it for a few minutes, and 
Sith eber rk, We aunt Wer What e 


utenſils uſed i in 9 
| imitate 
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imitate my gueſts in their loud peals of 
laughter, outrageous expreſſion of ſenti- 
ment being the only thing that ' pleaſes 
them. The dinner being finiſhed, I ſent 
one of my ſoldiers to order the dogs to 
be harneſſed, a part of which was a freſh 
ſupply. My proviſions were alſo ready, 
and in ten minutes I was prepared to take 
leave of my Koriacs. They appeared to 
be ſatisfied with me; I know not ,whe- 
ther they were really ſo, but I acknowledge 
as to myſelf that I was glad to eſcape 
from them, and I fat off "ane as quick 
as poſſible. 


It was only two o'clock'in the afternoon; 
but I conceived that I ought to make up 
for the forced delay I had experienced, and 
did not therefore halt till I was e werſts 
from e [OT 36% | 


2 This day ded the next, which ue 46's 90, 
on afforded 


60 TRAVELS 


afforded nothing that was worth reciting. 
I croſſed a variety. of rivers, not one of 
which was conſiderable, but there were a 
few ſhrubs on the banks of ſome of them. 
Upon leaving Pareine I had quitted the ſea, 
and ſhould ſee no more of it on this ſide 
Ingiga, of conſequence we had no chance 
of procuring dry wood, which we fome- 
times found while we travelled upon the 
coaſt. This was a conſiderable loſs to us, 
from the neceſſity to which it reduced us 
of gathering every little. ſhrub we could 
perceive, and the fear that even _ paltry 
reſource mu fail us. 


ia eee ds my principal food had 
been rein deer. Delicious as this meat is, 
there is I believe none of which one is ſo 
ſoon tired. The worſt circumſtance how- 
ever was, that our ſtock began to be ex- 
hauſted. We only eat of it once a day; 
our other meals conſiſted of dried fiſh and 
TR 7 : > | | the 
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the fleſh of the ſea wolf boiled. I was 
highly gratified this day by a brace of par- 
tridges, which I had the good fortune to 
kill, and which were added to my table. 
This gave an agreeable relief to the * 
ous a of u n 0d. | 


The day was » benniifal, ae beer 
ſeemed to promiſe us colder weather, which | 
was what we | wiſhed, the ſnow being ſo 
ſoft that our dogs ſunk to their bellies. To 
open a way for them, each of us was obliged 
to run before with our rackets. The hope 
that the next day would afford us better 
travelling, animated my guides, and we 
we ſtopped at a place that was not at all 
ſheltered ; there was no wood except a 
| fort of dwarf cedar, n Wan _— 


ny 


Before I retired to my tent, Anden 
4 at 
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at the horizon ſome ill - boding clouds. 1 
had been ſufficiently habituated to the cli- 

mate to be able to judge of che weather 
from the moſt trivial appearances, and I 
communicated my conjectures to my guides. 
They conſidered their knowledge in this 
reſpect as infinitely ſuperior to mine, and 
replied; that the ſetting ſun had beer! too 
beautiful to give us any reaſon to appre- 
hend foul weather. According to their own 
account they were never deceived, and I 
might implicitly rely upon their judgment. 
Upon reflection I was not ſorry to find 
them in this ſecurity, as it relieved me from 
the fear of being conſtrained by them to 
paſs the day in this place, which would not 
PR tenable . the firſt _ of OO... 


978 Dee 


e as ght 1 wa Seb by 


one of my guides, who, in a tone of raillery, 
came to haſten my departure, that we might 


not loſe the eee of the fine day we 


Were 
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were likely to have. The moon ſtill ſhone, 


and the ſky was without a cloud. While I 
was at breakfaſt, as uſual, upon. tea and 


rye biſcuit, which my people had reſerved 
for me, willing rather to want it themſelves 


than that I ſhould be without it, they queſ- 
tioned me one after another reſpecting che 
weather. It was a conteſt who ſhould ban- 
ter me moſt. 1 perſevered however in my 
ing before they judged whether I was we 
or m in dS paſs: a . e 


442 W3e 9] 0 15 aer 
We had ſcarcely aſs our wy; when 
we perceived at ſome. diſtance a company 


conſiſting of five Koriac ſledges, drawn by 
of theſe animals, advanced towards them 


with aſtoniſnhing ardour. The nearer we 
approached, the more theſe Koriaes ſeemed 


to avoid us. I imagined at firſt that it was 


the natural effect of their diſtruſt, but the 


cy 
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cry and eagerneſs of our dogs, ſoon told me 
what was the ſource of their terror. They 
would infallibly have ruſhed upon them if 
they had been more at liberty. I ordered 
my guides therefore to halt. The difficulty 
was ro reſtrain our ſteeds, which we did not 
effe&' without oonſiderable exertion. - We 
Koriacs' underſtand that we were deſirous 
of a moment's converſation with them. 
They appeared to hold a confultation, and 
after a. ſem minutes one of their company 
was diſpatched to us. He ſtopped about 
three hundred yards from us, and deſired 
us in like manner by ſigns to ſend alſo one 
of our body, and particularly to keep back 
our dogs. I ordered one of my ſoldiers to 
go with his rackets to meet this Koriac, and 
to aſk him whence they came; whither they 
bund, if they knew any thing relative 
10 M. Kaſloff;' and what diſtance they im- 
e eee > ee e e 
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In the courſe of half an hour my meſ- 
ſenger came back with the following infor- 
mation. Theſe people were wandering Ko- 
riacs, returning to their families from In- 
giga, where they had been to ſee their 
friends and ſell their deer ſkins. They had 
heard they thought of a ſupply of dogs 
and proviſions being ſent a ſhort time ſinee 
to the governor-general, but they could give 
us no certain intelligence. Their account 
of our diſtance from Ingiga correſponded 
with the opinion of my guide, whom I had 
juſt before interrogated upon the ſubject, in 
conſequence of a new debate between my 
people and me. It originated thus. 


While we waited the return of the ſol- 
dier, I obſerved ſome clouds paſs rapidly 
over our heads, the form and direction of 
which confirmed me in the idea that we 
were threatened by an approaching tem- 
peſt. My confidential ſoldier, Golikoff, 

Vol. 11, F had 
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had been equally incredulous with the reſt, 
and readily defended the contrary opinion ; 
in the mean time he agreed that at preſent 
there was every appearance that my pre- 
ditions would be verified ; he had even 
mentioned me, he ſaid, to the Koriacs, as a 

_ Prophet in this reſpect, and he ſhould be 
ſorry to ſee me miſtaken in the very firſt in- 
 - Nance, and loſe my credit. 


This ſimple avowal was the more divert- 
ing to me, as my conductors were witneſſes 
toit. It ſuggeſted to me the deſire of amu- 
ſing myſelf 3 in my turn with their igno- 
rant ſimplicity. The opportunity was fa- 
vourable. I repeated, that in two hours 
at lateſt, they would be convinced of my 
knowledge, but that it was firſt neceſſary I 
ſhould be informed whether we ſhould 
meet with any place of ſhelter in our way. 
One of them anſwered me in the negative. 
« Till we came to the river Ingiga, we had 
5 cc to 
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to traverſe an immenſe and naked plain, 
here the eye could merely diſcern a few 
« inequalities, occaſioned by the ſoil, or the 
« ſnow drifted by the hurricanes, and con- 
| « vealed by the froſt.” This intelligence 
embaraſſed me, apprehenſive that we ſhould 
be compelled to return for ſhelter to a little 
wood which we had juſt paſſed. We were 
ſcarcely half a league from it, but the ob- 
ſtinacy of my guides in ſupport of the 
opinion that we had nothing to fear, re- 
moved the difficulty. Imboldened by 
their ſuppoſed experience, they were de- 
| firous that we ſhould. proceed. I agreed 
with them, RO. to arrive os ee 
the evening. | 


To execute my project with greater cer- 
_ tainty, I intended to have recourſe to my 
compaſs, which would be a ſufficient guide 
in the midſt of the whirlwinds. I aſked: | 


OR the moſt intelligent” of my con- 
F 2 Aductors, 


\ ; 
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ductors in what direction Ingiga lay, and he 
made it known to me immediately by point - 
ing out at a great diſtance a mountain, the 
ſummit of which ſeemed to be loſt in the 
clouds. The town,” ſaid he, « is a little 
on this fide, and in the ſame line. We are 
« as yet fifty or fifty - five werſts from it.” 
I interrupted him to examine in what point 
of the compaſs it was, and to calculate with 
my watch the pace we travelled. From 
the time we. ſat out we had gone at the rate 
of ſix or ſeven, werſts an hour, but I con- 
ſidered that the hurricane would conſider- 
ably impede us, and I counted therefore 
anly upon three werſts. It was now ſix 
o'clock in the morning, and according to 
my calculation, I hoped to be at Ingiga be- 
fore midnight. I learned alſo from my 
guide, that to gain the river which led to 
arrive at a very large foreſt through which 
it flowed. I was fatisfied. The immenſe 
1 ä 7 4 extent 
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extent of this wood to the right and left, 
convinced me that We could not 1 
ſelves or miſs finding it. l 9 


Having taken theſe precautions, I told my 
people that I deſtred nothing better than 
to proceed, and that I was reſolved not to 
ſtop, whatever might happen. I recom- 
mended to them to inform me when they 

thought that they had loſt their way, and 
I would then ſet them right. The ſeriouſ- 
neſs with which I gave this order, con- 
founded them; they looked at each other 
with an air of aſtoniſhment, not daring to 
tell me in plain terms that I was out of my 
ſenſes. The moſt intrepid of them how- 
ever, addreſſed himſelf to me, and repre- 
ſented, that having never paſſed this way, it 
was impoſſible I could undertake to guide 
them, without running the riſk of entirely 
loſing them, and that I was certainly in jeſt. 
TOs no other reply than ordering every 


j 
\ 
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one to his ſledge, threatening to puniſh | 
whoever ſhould diſobey, and 1 n | 
gave the ſignal to depart, 


At half after eight we had advanced fif- 
teen werſts, and according to my eſtimate 
had only forty remaining; but the horizon 
had been for almoſt an hour covered with 
dark/clouds. - We ſaw the tempeſt gradu- 
ally approach, and the wind began to raiſe 
the ſnow in eddies. My companions were 
ſilent. Terror acted upon them almoſt as 
ſtrongly as their confuſion, and they knew 
no longer where they were. The hurricane 
ſoon attacked us with a violence that de- 
ranged ſeveral of our ſledges. By dint of 
vociferation we rallied them. My conduc- 
tors confeſſed themſelves ' conquered, and 
.conjured me to halt, though we were in the 
open country. Blinded by the wind, which 
blew in, ae "_ they were afraid of 
9110 8 4 I reminded 
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I reminded them of my promiſe, and per- 
ſiſted in wiſhing to go on. I ordered that 
all the ſledges ſhould keep as cloſe as poſ- 
ſible together, that we might be informed of 
the leaſt accident that ſhould happen, and 
be able to aſſiſt one another. Then, by 
means of my compaſs, which I had faſtened 
under my fur cloak, that it might be con- 
tinually before my eyes, I began the office 
of directing our caravan. We travelled in 
this order during the reſt of the day, and I 
might ſay in the midſt of darkneſs, for 1 
could not ſee the ſoldier who was in the 
ſledge immediately behind me, and ee 
his foremoſt dogs. I ge 


- About ſeven o'clock in the evening, weary 
of the complaints and remonſtrances of my 
people, who continually requeſted me to 
ſtop, and judging beſide that we could not 
be more than five or ſix werſts from the 
wood, I aſſured them that if we did not 
bahnt, F 4 reach 
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reach it by nine o'clock, we would go no 
farther that night; unleſs when arrived at 
the wood and the river, they prefered going 
on, as we ſhould be ſo near to Ingiga ; but 
| that they ſhould be at liberty to do as they 
pleaſed. This condition appeared to pacify 
them; not becauſe they imagined them- 
ſelves to be ſo far advanced, on the con- 
trary, they probably confidered themſelves 
as out of the road, and only wiſhed to 
repoſe themſelves, that with the advan- 
tage of day-light they might recover it 


At a quarter before nine a kind of dark 
veil began to be perceptible before us. As 
- wedrew nearer, it became blacker and more 
extenſive. The next moment my conduc- 
tors cried out that they could ſee the trees, 
and that they were ſafe. It was in reality 
the foreſt of Ingiga. I ſent them a little 

way on to examine it, and they preſently 


125 
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(thai tranſported with. joy to . me 
that we were cloſe to the river. | 


The reſpectful tone with which they de- 
livered themſelves diverted me extremely. 
After thanking me for having guided them 
ſo well, the Koriac aſſerted that none of 
their chamans had ever performed any 
thing ſo miraculous. To have predicted 
the bad weather, at a time when every 


thing ſeemed in their eyes to promiſe the 


very reverſe; to have been afterwards able 
to guide and preſerve them in the midſt of 
this pourga *, was a ſagacity, in his opinion, 
ſupernatural. The gratitude of the reſt of 
my company was almoſt equally abſurd. 
They could not recover themſelves from 
their aſtoniſhment. It was in vain I ſhowed 
them my compaſs, and endeavoured to ex- 
plain to them how I derived from it al! 


+ So they call theſe tempeſt. 7 
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my knowledge ; they replied, that ſuch a 
conjuring book was unintelligible except 
to perſons like me, ſkilled in the art of 


magic. 


At ſo ſhort a diſtance from Ingiga, I was 
fully aſſured they would no longer be de- 
ſirous of ſtopping ; each of them was anxi- 
ous to ſee his wife, and embrace his chil- 
dren. So far were they from accepting 
my propoſal to pitch our. tent and paſs the 
night in the wood, that they importuned 
me to gain the river, and they engaged in 
three hours to reach the town. I complied, 
and we coaſted along the bank till we ar- 
rived oppoſite to Ingiga, where it was ne- 
ceſſary-to croſs the river, which paſſed cloſe 
to the walls. The ice was ſufficiently firm, 
but the violence of the wind had covered. it 
with water, ſo that our feet were very wet. 


At the gates of the town 1 anſwered the 
1 5 | inter- 
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interrogatories uſual in fortified places, and 
was obliged to wait till a report was made 
to the governor. Having long received in- 
telligence that I was on my way, major 
Gaguen had the civility to come immedi- 
ately to welcome me, and offer me his houſe. 
J entered Ingiga the g1, 2 at half 
after eleven o clock. 


This town is the largeſt and moſt popu- 
lous I have yet ſeen. It is ſituated upon a 
river of the ſame name, thirty werſts from 
its mouth, and is defended by a ſquare in- 
cloſure of paliſades, the height and thick- 
neſs of which ſurpriſed me, and by wooden 
baſtions, erected on piles, at the four an- 
' gles. Theſe baſtions are provided with 
cannon, and contain a variety of warlike 
ſtores, They are guarded day and night 
by centinels ®, as are alſo the three gates of 

7 1 the 
It is neceſſary to be inceſſantly on the watch for fear 


of a ſurpriſe on the part of the neighbouring Koriacs, 
whoſe 


— mn 


the town, of which one only is open. There 
is a ſmall ſquare, before the houſe of the go- 
vernor, and a guard, ſtationed on one fide 
of this ſquare, defends it from attack. 1 
was equally ſtruck with the houſes. They 
are of wood, and very low, but have all a 
regular front, and are evidently built upon 
one plan. M. Gaguen intends by degrees 
to give this uniformity to the whole town. 
The iſbas that have been conſtructed ſince 
his arrival, beſjdes a pleaſant appearance, 
have all the conveniences on the inſide that 
ſuch habitations will admit of, He has it 
in contemplation alſo to rebuild the church, 


The population amounts to about five or 


whoſe daring and turbulent character leads them frequently 
to revolt, and to attack the town at a time when it is leaſt 
expected. When they come to Ingiga for commercial 


purpoles, they nes not permitted to make any long flay. 


WG 
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| fix hundred inhabitants, who are either 
merchants, or in the ſervice of government, 
The latter are moſt numerous, and form 
the garriſon. of the place. - They are kept 
under the ſevereſt diſcipline, which is indiſ- 
penſible, from the frequent occaſion there 
is to defend themſelves, The circumſpee- 
tion and zeal of the governor in this reſpect 
cannot be ſurpaſſed. Their tribunals are 
the ſame with thoſe of Nijenei . 
ſchatka. | 5 


The commerce of Ingiga conſiſts of furs, 
and particularly the ſkins of rein deer. It 
is in general ſuperior to Kamtſchatka both 
in the variety and quality of its ſkins. It 
is true that we get the otter and ſea wolf- 
' ſkin from that peninſula, but the ſables of 
Ingiga are much finer, though they are at 
the ſame time ſcarcer. The Kamtſchadales 
beſides have no common martens *, rabbits, 

Called in Ruſſia hounits. | 
or 
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or American rats, called riſei, which the 
Koriacs get by means of exchange from the 
neighbouring Tchoukchis, and which they 
bring to Ingiga with their rein deer-ſkins. 
© Theſe deer-ſkins are fold in their raw ſtate, 
and at a very good price. They are after- 
wards tanned and manufactured with ſuch 
ſurpriſing art, that the laborious activity 
of the workmen ſuperſede the neceſſity of 
inſtruments invented by European induſtry. 
The ſkill and beauty of their work can only 
be ſurpaſſed by its durableneſs. Gloves 
and ſtockings come from their hands in a 
ſtate of perfection. Their ſewings and 
embroideries are wrought with the hair of 
the rein deer, with filk, and with gold, 
and would do credit to our moſt ſkillful 


But it is time I ſhould ſpeak of the cuſ- 
toms. of the Koriacs. I have only deferred 
ak account ſo long that I might be more 
minute. 
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minute. To the imperfect obſervations 
which I have myſelf made in paſſing 
through their different oſtrogs, I ſhall add 
others that are more exact, and derived 
from unqueſtionable authority. In my con- 
verſations with M. Gaguen and the princi- 
pal inhabitants, I endeavoured to derive 
ſome light upon the ſubje& ; but my chief 
ſource of information was a Koriac, whom 
I ſhall here introduce to the reader. 


My firſt acquaintance with him was at 


EKaminoi. Struck with the civilities which 


M. Schmaleff beſtowed upon him, I was 
curious to know the rank and ſituation of 
this perſonage. He was, they informed me, 
a ⁊aſſedatel, or Ingiga judge, and was come 
to meet us to offer us his ſervices. The 
facility with which he expreſſed himſelf in 
the Ruſſian language, and the rectitude of 
his mind charmed me. I ſhould have taken 
him for a Ruſſian, if I had not heard him a 

; moment 
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moment after ſpeak his native tongue. 4 
underſtood alſo that he was a Koriac prince, 
called Oumiauin, and brother to one of the 
chiefs of the _— Koriacs. 


* 
je , 
* 
5 


10 


-Curiolity led me to aſk bien a chouſand 
queſtions. He anſwered with a ſhrewdneſs 
and ſagacity that I had not obſerved in any 
of his countrymen. The being able to talk 
with him without the aſſiſtance of an inter- 

Preter, rendered his converſation more valu- 
able, and during my ſhort ſtay at Kaminoi it 
was a ſource of inſtruction and amuſement 
to me. Of the various topics upon which 

ve diſcourſed, that of religion was the moſt - 
intereſting. Though equally informed re- 
ſpeRing the Ruſſian and the Koriac mode 
of worſhip, he in reality profeſſed neither, 
He ſeemed diſpoſed however to be baptized, 
and only waited till he was better inſtructed 
upon certain points which he did not com- 
prehend, Full of adgairation, at the ſubli- 
rice: ©. 44,4007 
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mity of the Chriſtian morals, and the ma- 
jeſtic pomp of its external worſhip, he ac- 
knowledged that nothing could give him a 
greater deſire to become a convert to it; 
but the imperious ſeverity of ſome of out 
religious rites , the uncertainty of celeſtial | 
happineſs, and particularly the idea of a 
God threatening eternal torments, filled 
him with inquietude and- diſmay, With 
all its viſions and all its abſurdities, the 
religion of his country, he faid, offered 
him at leaſt more hope than fear; its 
puniſhments were confined to the preſent 
world, and it promiſed him a recompence 
in the next; the evil- ſpirit could only 
torment him during his life, and hap- 
pineſs awaited him at his death. Agi- 
tated by theſe conſiderations, his mind 
floated in continual doubt and perplexity. . 
He "dared neither  abjure, nor continue 

© * He was hilly te by te faſt, which, w with the 
OOO EO An” { 

Vol. 11. 8 ſtedfaſt 
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ſtedfaſt in the faith of his a 
bluſhed at its errors, yet his nt - 
an e merits | beg 


"The cmplicity ith which | he a hia 
irreſolution, intereſted me the more, as I 
could diſcover in his eonverſation and in his 
heart, an uncommon fund of virtue, and a 

 fingular love of truth. To fix his wavering 

mind, it would have been firſt negeflay to 
clear away the -prejudices that obſcured it, 
and which had originated from the falſe 
principles that he had imbibed. Any other 
| perſon. would perhaps have undertaken the 
taſk. I was deterred from it by the fear of 
not fucceeding in my attempt, from. the 
ſhart time I ſhould be able to ſpend with 
him. He: arrived at Ingiga the day after 
me, as he had promiſed, and rendered me 
very conſiderable ſervices by his endeavour 
to furniſh all the information reſpecting his 
. 
| „With 
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with what 1 ge * the contiriuanite of 
ty Jouriny." To ITY; | —— 
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' "There is in many KALE a' great reſem- 


blance between tlie fixed and the wander 
ing Koriacs : we cannot therefore but cn 
der at the little cordiality, or rather at the 
mifunderſtanding that fubſiſts among them, 
on account of which they may be conſider- 
ed as two different people. Their country 


however is the ſame, and takes in a vaſt 


Extent, terminated to the ſcutli by the 
pertinfula of Kamtſchatka, and the gulf 

of Pengina; to the eaſt by the country 
of the Oluterians; to the north by that 


of the  Tehoukthis, and to the weſt by 


the Toungouſes, the Lamouts, and the Va- 
„int wo 5 oogoransd aon e 
1 that this Aer 
W populotts, but that the 

3 | G 2 . | ſmall- 
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ſmall-pox had made very conſiderable ra- 
vages. I doubt whether it has carried off 
more of the inhabitants than their frequent 
conteſts with their neighbours and with 
the Ruſſians. The number of fixed Ko- 
riacs ſcarcely exceeds at preſent nine hun- 
dred ; and though it is not eaſy to calcu» 
late that of the wandering Koriacs, it is 
imagined that they do not much e 
dan ent. . ˙ ONIRER NT" 2" 


"i of the former are the re- 
veſe of eſtimable, and are a-mixture of du- 
plicity, miſtruſt, and avarice. . They have 
all the vices of the northern nations of 
Aſia, without the virtues. Robbers by 
nature, they are ſuſpicious, cruel, incapa- 
ble either of benevolence or pity. To pro- 
cure the leaſt ſervice from them, it is firſt 
neceſſary to offer, and even to give them 


ond. , Nothing but preſents 


Call 


© 4 
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can excite their attention, or rouſe their 
From this perfidious and ſavage diſpo- 
ſition, it would not be eaſy for them to 
live in peace, or form any durable ties with 
their neighbours. So unſociable a ſpirit 
muſt alſo give them an abhorrence of all 
foreign. dominion. Hence their continual 
inſurretion againſt the Ruſſians, their atro- 
cious robberies, their daily incurſions on 
the people who ſurround them; hence the 
reſpective: animoſities and aun that in- 
pe es up: | 94111 


0 


| This flate of war knee 
vidual a ferocious ſpirit. The practice of 


creates in them an inflexible courage that 


_* I have not the ſame complaint to make againſt the 
wandering Koriacs. I found them in general more frank 
and obliging, and. ſhall preſently give a proof of it. 


G 3 delights 


_ attacking, and of defending themſelves, 
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delights in perpetual combats, and glories 
in a contempt of life. Superſtition lends; its. 


aid to ennoble in their eyes this thirſt of 
| blood; by impoſing a law chat obliges them 
to conquer or to die. The more important 
more greedy are they of death. Neither 
the bravery, nor the number of their ad- 
verſar ies, can at all intimidate them: it is 
then they ſwear to deſerby the ſun. They diſ- 
charge this terrible oath by cutting the 
| throats of their wives and children, burn- 
ing all their poſſeſſions, and; ruſhing madly 
into the midſt of their enemies. The com- 
bat can only terminate by the total deſtruc- 
tion of one of the parties. The-vanquiſhed 
never ſeek their ſafety in flight; honour for- 
bids it; and not a Koriac will ſurvive-the 


The vicinity of the Ruſſian ſettlements 
has hitherto produced no change in the 
| | mode 
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mode of life of the reſident Koriacs. Their 
ebmmereial intercourſe with the Ruſſians, 
only renders them ſuſceptible to the at- 
traction of wealth; and deſirous of plun- 
der. Inſenſiblè to the advantages of a more 


poliſhed life, they ſeem. to feel a repugnance 
 to"civilization, and to conifidet 'theit o] 


manners and cuſtoms as abſolutely perfect *, 
Their 


* The een beer. for a long time. ſtill 
more untractable. The independence to which they were 
dccyſtamzed, and Mer natural reſfſeſſneſs of their character, 
little diſpoſed | them to ſubmit to the yoke, The Ruſſians, | 
bel, from a love of conqueſt, were perhaps not remark- 


able for moderation, and endeavoured probably. to make 


themſelves feared rather than loved. - It is certain that 7 
experienced the re + of ſeeing whole hordes ſuddenly di 


# ©'S 


perſe upon the lea appearance 0 f oppreſſion, and fly, as in 
concert, far from the ſettlements where they hoped, by the 
attraction of commerce, to fix them. Theſe frequent 
flights took place till the arrival of major Gaguen, By | 
the” mildneſs of his government, his repeated invitations, 
and beneficial propoſals, he has gradually brought back 
eſe wee families. Firſt one returned, then two, then 

; the force of  exatnple, and a' kind of emulation 
operated upon others, and when I was at Ingiga there 
were no leſs than eleven yourts in the neighbourhood of | 


that town, | | 
173 - G4 But 
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* 
Tbeir regular occupation is hunting and 
fiſhing; but every ſeaſon will not permit 


But the ſkilful policy of major Gaguen has ſtill more 
ſucceſsfully effected the views of the Czarina, by taking 
advantage of the neceſſary commercial intercourſe, gradually 
to eſtabliſh between the Ruſſians and the Koriacs of both 
deſcriptions in the neighbouthood, a reciprocity of good 
offices, a kind of agreement between individual and indi- 
vidual, that reminds us of ancient hoſpitality, and that will 
one day inſallibly operate a revolution in the manners of 


Que, people, 


11 4 AA Us 6 buſineſs to paſs the night 
ee be e dates 7. e Ries hrlmd, 
and without farther ceremony takes poſſeſſion. His hoſt | 
conſiders it as his duty to receive him, to ſtudy his inclina- 
tions, to anticipate his wants, and his wiſhes ; and in ſhort, 
ſpares nothing in order to entertain him in the beſt manner 
he can, that is, to make him completely drunk. Upon his 
return home, he relates with pleaſure the flattering recep- 
tion he has met with. He conſiders it as an obligation, a 
ſacred debt, of which he is anxious to acquit himſelf the 
firſt opportunity. that offers. This is a pleaſing” cuſtom, 
particularly to a Ruſſian ſoldier, who is obliged to mak> 
frequent journeys to the neighbouring villages. The gra- 
titude of the Koriac towards his friend, does not qpnfine 
itſelf to the affording him a lodging, regaling him, and 
ſupplying him with proviſjons for his excurſion ; he e pro- 
| teQts him, ke wen defence Ae country= 
en, . 55 
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them/to follow it. During theſe intervals, 
ſnut up in their profound habitations, they 
ſleep, ſmoke; and get drunk. Thoughtleſs 
of the future, without regret for the paſt, 
they come not our of their yourts till the 
moſt urgent neceſſity compels them. Theſe 
yourts are larger than thoſe of the northern 
Kamtſchadales, but are diſtributed nearly 
in the ſame manner. I am not ſure whether 
their filthineſs be not ſtill more diſguſting: 
as there is neither door, nor jaupun, t 
W Wa 150 


Theſe 3 enemies to en Nl 
like the Kamtſchadales upon dried fiſh;/and 
the fleſh and fat of the whale, and ſea wolf v. 
The whale is commonly eaten raw, and the 
purge pn cooked in the ſame 


aaa ach a 
Pouſtaretſk are equally ſubject Yo famine, with the inhabi- 
tants of that hamlet. The bark of the birch tree mixed 
wich the fat of the fea wolf, is then their whole ſubliſtence.. 


ie | marrow, 
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marrow, tlie brain, and .now' and then a 
ſhoe af tlie fleſh, which they devour raw 
with extreme avidity. Reim deer is their 
favourite diſh. Vegetables alſo form a part 
ofithitir food: they gather im autumn va- 
riousTſorts of berries; of a part of which 
they: mae themſeloes a refreſhing beve- 
rage h and tlie roſt is bruiſed to powder, 
and kmeaded with the oil of the wiale, or 
ſea itil. This paſte , or fweatmeat, is called 
_ wlteboukba.z'it'is held in high eſtoenr in this 
cb untry; but nothing is to my taſtè more 
"£05 
971] . „ imo 
Dar 3 8 
et By the dearneſs of brand y, and the mw 
ficalby:of.-procuring'56 on account: of their 
extreme'diftance/tws led them to invent'# 
drinks,” equally* potent,. which they extract 
Ne rivers near this oſtiog are” ſb-fniall as to be en- 
tirdy" frozen up as ſoon as the col] ſets” in, and during 
more than ere N inhablthnts' are bügel to drink | 


10628 pg] Sa, 1121 n 30 l 2005 
# OTTEL : | — from 


F 


IN KAMTSCHATKA. 91 


from a red muſhroom, Known, in Ruſſia, as 


a ſtrong poiſon by the, name of aubbu- 
morr v. They put it. in a veſſel with er tain 
fruits, and it has ſcarcaly time 70 clarify 
when their, friends are inpited to partake of 
it... A noble: emulation inflames theagugſſo, 
and there i is a conteſt of who is beſt-able- ta 


diſburden the maſter of the houſe of his . 


nectar. The; entertainment Jakks. ſoꝶ one, 


two, or: three days, till the beyerage is x- 
hauſted. Frequently, that they may not 


fail of being tipſy, they: ent the r4w,muſh+ 
room at the ſame, time. Ito ĩs aſtoniſhing: 


that there are not more examples) of the 


fatal effects of this infemperance y I. have 
ſeen however ſome amateurs. made ſeribully 
ill, and. recovered; with difficulty n hut e 
perience does not, correct them, andlupon 
the firſt, occaſion, that, offers, they returmito 
their, brutiſn practice. it ig nat from abſ6+» 
lute. ſenſuality, it is not from the pleaſure 


It is uſed in the Ruſſian houſes to deſtroy inſeQs. 


of 


\ 
„% *' 'rravers 


of drinking a liquor, "that by its flavour 
creates an irreſiſtible craving for more; they 


ſeek merely in theſe orgies a ſtate of obli- 


vom, of ſtupefaction, of total brutiſnneſs, 
a oeſſation of exiſtence, if I may ſo call it, 
which conſtitutes their _— Sep meat, * 
eee * 10 155 R | 
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The features of the majority of the Ko- 
riaes are not Aſiatic, and they might be 
conſidered as Europeans, but for their low 
ſtature, their ill ſhape, and the colour of 
ctheir in. The other Koriacs have the ſame 
W — the Kamtſchadales; 
among! the women particularly, there are 
very few who have not funk eyes, flat noſes, 
and prominent cheeks. The men are almoſt 
entirely beardleſs, and have ſhort hair. The 
hair'of the women is very much neglect. 
ed; it commonly flows upon their ſhoul- 
ders, though there ire ſome who wear it in 
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tufts, or wrapt up in an handkerchief, Their 


dreſs I have already deſcribed. 1 


7 dy 7 


P 


of cradle, the form of which, I thought 
ſingular. It is a kind of neſt or baſket 
arched over, in which the infant is placed 


in a ſitting poſture, and ſheltered from the 
weather. . | 


tion the probation to which a young man 
ſubjects himſelf when he is defirous of mar- 


rying. As ſoon as he has fixed his choice, 
he waits upon the relations of his miſtreſs, 
and offers to drudge for them, as the phraſe. 


is, The young lady is immediately enve- 
loped in a multiplicity of garments, which, 
conceal her to ſuch a degree, that the face . 
U!|elf is ſcarcely viſible. She is not left alone 
for a ſingle inſtant; her mother, and a num- 


ber of old matrons accompany her where- 
| | ever 


— 
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ever ſhe goes, ſleep with her, and do not 
loſe her from their ſight” upon any pretext 
whatever. The aim of the lover, the point 
of happineſs to which all his cares tend, is 
to touch her naked body, the only way by 
which he can obtain her. In the mean time 
he executes with zeal and fubmiſfion all the 
functions that the relations impoſe on him. 
Become as it were the ſlave of the family, 
he is employed in all the domeſtic labours, 
to cut wood, fetch water, provide ice, &c 
Love, and the preſence of his intended, in- 
ſpire him with courage. If he relax, a ſin- 
gle look, however indifferent, is fufficient to 
make him forget the fatigues and drudgery 
of his ſervitude. The hope of abridging 
its duration influences all his actions. His 
eye is invariably fixed on the idol of his 
heart, he watches her motions, follows her 
ſteps, and intrudes himſelf” inceflantly in 
her way. But how deceive'the Argus eyes 
of the duennas that ſurrounded her! It is a 
continual 
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4 | 
continual conteſt of vigilance againſt cun- 


ning; each party acts with equal zeal and 


perſeverance. From ſuch aſſiduities, from 


the agitation of the lover, and the precau- 
tions that are taken to counteract his ma- 
nœuvres, one would ſuppoſe that he was 


about to carry off ſome extraordinary beau - 
ty. Who would imagine that the object of 


the thoughts and deſires of this whining 
Koriac, was uglineſs itſelf, and that he aſ- 
pired to no other reward for ſo many exer - 
tions, than to touch a callous, yellow, grea- 


ſy ſkin? In his leiſure moments, at liberty 
to ſee and approach his miſtreſs, he endea- 


vours to merit her affection by ſome ſly at- 
_ tempt to obtain a touch; but the number 


cible barrier. Enraged at ſo many obſtacles, 


Woe: betide him if he be ſurpriſed in his 


raſh attack! The relations, the inexorable 
ſpies, dart upon bim, and force him to 
; | | relin- 


and thickneſs of her garments are an-invin- 


a — — — - — — 
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relinquiſh his prize: It is commonly by 
the eloquence of the foot, or a ſtick, that 
they entreat him to withdraw, and find 
ſome better opportunity. If he reſiſt, he 
is dragged by the hair, or. the nails of theſe 
old hags are imprinted on his face. If he be 
diſheartened, or murmurs at this & uel treat- 
ment, he is inſtantly diſmiſſed, and forfeits 
for ever all claim to the alliance, which is 
conſidered as the moſt ſignal diſgrace that. 
can be inflicted on a Koriac lover. But dif- 
ficulties only render his defires more vehe- 
ment. Far from complaining, far from deſ- 
ponding at theſe rigorous proceedings, he 
conſiders himſelf as the more worthy of the 
 felicity he has in view. He rejoices, he glo- 
ries in all the tribulations he experiences 
during his amorous and painful ſervitude, 
It is frequently not till after the expiration 
of two or three years, more or leſs, that he 


. obtains his end. Elate with his victory, he 


flies to inform the relations of his ſucceſs. 
425 | | The 


/ 
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The witneſſes are ſummoned, and the young 


lady interrogated *, Her confeſſion is ne- 
ceſſary, as well as ſome proof that ſhe was 
taken by ſurpriſe, and made fruitleſs ef- 
forts to defend herſelf, Her hand is then 
beſtowed on the conqueror, but he is oblig- 
ed ſtill to wait till it is ſeen whether ſhe can 
reconcile herſelf to living with him. From 
this moment, freed from his labours, he 
makes his court without reſtraint to his fu- 
ture wife, who is not perhaps ſorry to fing 
herſelf delivered from her cumberſome at- 

tire. This ſecond ſtage of courtſhip is ſel- 
dom very long; the damſel, in the preſence 
of the family, ſoon accords her conſent, and” 
nothing more is requiſite to give him all the | 
claims of a huſband. ' The nuptial cere- 
* and feaſt conſiſt IHR aſſembling 


2 The enamorata . probably is not Ml obdurate, but 
equally impatient with her lover to put an end to this labo- 

Fenn 
bas taken place. yr Phy 22% 
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the relations of the partes, Wh6 are eager 
to get drunk in imitation ef the new mar- 
Hed couple. A plurality of wives is not 
allowed among the Roriacs ; 1 Have ſeen 
inſtances however of its n —_ 
5 pen cor 
A 

* Ter Wend Nabe ag un 
Hrity to the ancient inſtitutiens ef paga- 
niſm, Ml obſerved by various uncivilized 
people of the new hemiſphere, When a 
Koriac dies, his relations and neighbours 
emble to pay bim their laſt reſpects. 
They erect a funeral pile, -which they 
place a portion of the wealtlf of the de- 
eaſed, and a ſtock of proviſions, conſiſting 
of rein deer, fiſh, brandy, in ſhort -what- 
ever they conceive he will want for his great 
Journey, and to keep him from ſtarving in | 
the other world. If it be a wandering Ko- 
Flac, his deer condutt him to the pile; if a 
reſident Koriac, he is drawn by his dogs, or 
8 2 | HI A ceutied 
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carried by his relations. The body is ex- 
hibited, clothed in his beſt attire, and lying 
in a kind of coffin. There it receives the 
adieux of the attendants, who, with torches 
in their hands, conſider it as an honour 
ſpeedily to reduce their relation or friend to 
-alhes. They feel only the regret of a ſhort 
abſence, and not of an eternal ſeparation. 
They wear no mourning, and the funeral 
pomp terminates in a ſcene of intempe- 
trance, where the fumes of their liquor and 
tobacco gradually efface the remembrance 
of death. After a few months widowhood, 
2 mee, e. n to marry W 


of 


- The caperſitiou practices n 
their funerals, and their tranſient grief at 
the lols of perſons the moſt dear to them, 
re in my opinion an evident proof of their 
indifference to life, the brevity of which 
neither aſtoniſhes nor afflicts them. Their 
religious ſyſtem deadens them apparently 


*X 4 —- | 4 
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to the conſoling hope of a protracted exiſt- 
-ence. Death is in their eyes but the paſ- 
ſage to another life; and in quitting the 
Vorld, they do not imagine that their plea» 
ſures terminate, but that other enjoyments 
are reſerved for them. This flattering pre- 
judice, which I mentioned in my conver- 
ſation with Oumiavin, ſufficiently accounts 
for his religious perplexities, and the fero- 
cious courage of his countrymen. But their 
-abſurd dogmas are entitled to a more parti- 
cular relation, though the worſhip upon 
which they are founded is very ſimple, and 
what is marvellous in it by no means at- 
tractive. The following account contains 
the whole theogony of the Koriacs *. 


They acknowledge a ſupreme being, the 
creator of all things. He inhabits the ſun, 
n is alſo that of the Tchouktchis, and before the 

introduction of chriſtianity was the ſyſtem of the Kamt- 
Tehadales., | r 21 ore 

„ 2 | whoſe 
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whoſe burning orb they conſider. as the 
throne or palace of the lord of nature, 
whom they probably confound with that, 
. celeſtial fire, which is ſuppoſed to be his 
dwelling. I am led to believe this, as they, 
neither fear, nor worſhip him. They addreſs 
no prayer to him: goodneſs, they ſay, is his 
efſence ; all the good that exiſts in the world, 
proceeds from him; and it is impoſſible he 
ſhould do an injury. May we not conclude 
from this ſtatement, that the view. of the 
conſtant and univerſal benefits conferred by 
this king of the celeſtial orbs which gives 
life, action, and power to all things terreſ- 
trial, while it taught them to conſider this 
luminary of the world as their tutelary di- 
vinity, imbued them with the blind confi- 

' dence I have ren nog Jp | 


The princi gle of evil they conſider as 
a malignant ſpirit, who divides with the 
W good being the empire ok 

H 3 | nature®, | 
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nature“. n As the one 
is intent on the happineſs of mankind, the 
other endeavours to render them unhappy. 
Diſeaſes, tempeſts, famine, calamities of 
every kind, are his work, and the inſtru- 
ments of his vengeance. It is to pacify his 

_ wrath, that they ſacrifice their perſonal in- 
tereſt; and have recourſe to devotion. Their 
| Homage is dictated merely by the terror 
with which this menacing deity fills every 
heart, and conſiſts of expiatory ſacrifices. 
They offer to hirh various animals, that have 
juſt began to exiſt, rein deer, dogs +, the 
They believe alſo in inferior deities. Some they conſi- 
der as houſehold gods, the guardians of their ruſtic habitati- 
ons. Theſe idols, coarſely carved and blackened with ſmoke, 

are hung up in the moſt conſpicuous part of their yourts. 
They are dreſſed in the Koriae mode, and adorned with 


bells, rings, and various other iron and copper trinkets, 
The other inferior deities they conſider as inhabiting moun- 
tains, woods, and rivers, which reminds us of the TO 


in the mythology of the ancient Greeks, 


+ I frequently perceived in the courſe n 
dis of dog and rein deer ſuſpended on ſigkes, and tef- 


oy ea the devotion of the lacrificers. 
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firſt fruits af their hunting and fiſhing, and 
whatever they poſſeſs that ig moſt value» 
ble. Their devotional exerciſes canfift of 
fuppligatians and thankigivings. There is 
no temple, na ſanctuary fet apart far his 
ſhipped in all places, and hears the Koriag 
who prays alone ta him in the deſert, as 
well as the aſſembled family, who conoeiys 
that they render him prapitious by pioully 
getting drunk in their yourt ; far drunk - 
neſs is become with theſe people a religi- 
aus praftice, and N baſis of all their * 


| lemnities. 


doubtleſs er ITO 89 the Koutka of 
the Kamiichadales, whoſe miniſters and in- 
terprgters the chamans conſider themſelves. 
Here, as in the peninſula, the myſtie lan: 
guage- of theſe magicians works upon the 
| radulity, and obtains the veneration of the 
" "fla H 4 tte. 
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multitude. They exerciſe phyſio and ſur- 
gery with equal ſucceſs. Theſe excluſive 
functions, which are ſuppoſed to be aided 
by inſpiration rather than the light of 
_ experience, procures them an unbounded 
power. They are ſent for from all parts of 
the country, and teſtimonies of gratitude 
| heaped upon them before-hand. They 
demand with . haughtineſs whatever they 
pleaſe, and confider every thing that is given 
them as a tribute. It is upon the pretext 
of making an acceptable offering to the 
god, whoſe organ. they are, that they ap- 
propriate to themſelves whatever the inha- 
bitants poſſeſs, that is moſt coſtly and beau- 
tiful. It is not neceſſary to ſuppoſe that 
theſe impoſters gull their votaries by a pa- 
rade of virtue, by rigid obſervances, and a 
more ſcrupulous life; on the contrary, they 
them in ſobriety. On the eve of their ma- 
gie ceremonies, they pretend indeed to faſt 
e 4 H all 
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all the day, but they make up for this ab- 
ſtinence at night by a profuſion of the 
moukamorr, the intoxicating poiſon I have 
deſcribed, which they eat and drink to 
ſatiety. This preparatory intoxication they 
conſider as a duty. It is probable that they 
feel its effects the next day, and that they 
derive from it an elevation of ſpirits that 
contributes to derange their minds, and give 

them the neceſſary ſtrength to go N 
you ee ee 


The Alem of the Koriacs has no affinity 
to that of the Kamtſchadales ; their pro- 
nunciation is more ſhrill, and ſlower, but it 
18 leſs painfu], and has not thoſe uncommon 
| ſounds, thoſe hiſſings, as difficult to be ut- 
dered as they are to be woes 
| I have. Qin to give an account of the 
wandering Koriacs; but not ſatisfied with 
* „* J haye obtained upon the 
ſubject, 
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houſe of Qumievin's brother, where I ſhal} 
| have an opportunity of aſcertaining its 
truth, by comparing it with the objects that 
will PARTON n eyes. 


From: the time of 8 wake. 

M. Gaguen, in compliance with my en; 
treaties, had been employed upon the means 
of haſtening my departure as much as poſ- 
fible. Had it depended an myſelf, I ſhayld 
not have ſtopped more than twenty-four 
hours; but unfortunately my dogs were 
fatigued, and there were very few: to be 
procured througbout the whole town, and 
theſe Hanne. It was 

rate biene therefore 

a anne I have nat yet 
mentioned the poſt charges. While I travelled with M. 


Kaſloff, they were defrayed by him, and I did not pay my 
ſhare, till I came to quit him. I cold in lde 3 


vote upon the ſubject, which I ſhall here give him. 
Fd ; Aoi 


IN KAMTSCHATKA. 107 


therefore propoſed to me to take rein deer, 
which I accepted the more readily, as I 
hoped to trayel the quicker, and as I had 
long been defirous of trying this mode of 
- conveyance. | I was not left in ignorance of 
the inconvenience attending it. I had to 
expect greater riſks, more fatigue, and leſs 
repoſe ; but my impatience made me re- 
gardleſs of every thing but the poſſibility 


of proceeding, and the pleaſure of being 
able to ay” for myſelf of the W of 


theſe animals. 
To ſatisfy my impatience, and enable me 
to continue my journey without interrup- 


eee 
four kopecks. A kopeck is equal to a French ſou, or an 
Engliſh halfpenny. In Kamtſchatka and Siberia the ex- 
pence is lefs by one half, and as dogs are almoſt invariably 


made uſe of in the peninſula, they are charged at ſo much 


per podved, or team of five dogs. Three podvods, or fif- 
teen dogs, are conſidered as equal to one horſe in Siberia, 


for which a courier pays a kopeck per werſt, and other tra- 


 vellexs two kopecks. 
64 Is | tions, 
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tions, M. Gaguen reſolved to concert with 
the chiefs of the wandering Koriacs that- 
were in the neighbourhood, and accordingly 
ſent to invite them to his houſe. Two days 
after, twelve of theſe princes arrived, and a 
number of other Koriacs, who had received 
fimilar invitations. 


After the uſual compliments e, he pre- 
GY me to the See explaining to 
. tum, 


* Theſe compliments do not, as with us, conſiſt of mere 
ceremony and cold civilities, accompanied with unmean- 
ing words. The aſſembly is no ſooner ſeated, than brandy 
| is introduced. A domeſtic diſtributes three enormous 

bumpers to every individual, one of which would be ſuf- 
ficient in any other country to make a man give in, Here 
it is merely a provokative to double and triple the doſe; A 
Koriac toper conſiders it in no other light, and when it is 
preſented to him, he gives a complacent ſmile to the whole 
company, and particularly to the maſter of the houſe, to 
whom alſo. he makes. a ſlight inclination of the head. He 
then ſwallows, one upon another, without the leaſt ſign of 
repugnance, three glaſſes filled as faſt as poſſible. The 
children, drink it with as little averſion. I have ſeen a 
child ſix or ſeven years old take off one of theſe glaſſes, 


without making a wry face. | 
l. | L ; To 
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them, in a few words, by an interpreter, 
who I was, the importance of my embaſſy, 
and the neceſſity in which I ſtood of their 
aſſiſtance. This ſhort explanation excited 
a general murmur. It was in vain M. 
Gaguen alledged the abſolute orders of 
government reſpecting me; their clamours 
increaſed to ſuch a degree, that it was im- 
poſſible to be heard, or to learn the cauſe of 


their diſcontent. At laſt, amidſt this con- 


fuſed noiſe, it was underſtood that they 
complained of all the labour of the averages 
falling upon them, while the fixed Koriaes 
were exempt from any ſhare in it. What 


To this copious diſtribution of brandy M. Gaguen hever 


fails to add ſome preſents of iron, ſtuffs, or tobacco, and 


carries his attention ſo far as to conſult the taſte and wants 
of each individual. The Tchouktchis, and the fixed Ko- 
riacs, are treated with ſimilar kindneſs. By this means he 
has gradually tamed theſe ſavage minds, and gained an in- 
fluence and aſcendency over them: a poor recompence for 
the facrifices he is obliged to make to provide theſe libera- 
lities, the expence of which falls ſolely upon himſelf, and 
from the dearneſs of every article in * ny. _ — A 
bee burthen to him. 


claim 
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claim had they to this over bearing immu- 
nity? By what privilege, like idle drones, 


Thould they be allowed to vegetate in their 
Fourts? Why not, like them, be ſubjected 
to the conveyance of travellers? Theſe re- 
monſtrances, juſtly founded, but peeviſſily 
urged, began to alarm me reſpecting the 
fucceſs of my demand, when an aged prince 
roſe up: © Is this,” cried he, the fit time 
to make our complaints? If our zeal be 
A abuſed, is this ſiranger reſponſible for it ? 
Has he the leſs claim to our good offices? 

He ſhall have my aſliſtance, and I will 
„ conduct him as far as he ſhall think ne- 
E ceſſary. Conſent only to eſcort him to 

* my houſe. There are ſurely ſome among 

* you who will render him this trifling 
ſervice. 


18 Upon this ſhort addreſs, ſhame was viſible 
in the countenance of the whole aſſembly, 
and the moſt mutinous were ſilent. After 
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n moment's pauſe, every one attempted. to 
_ exculpate himſelf from the reproach which 
he feared he had merited, and there was 
an emulation who ſhould have the pre- 
ference of conducting the ſtranger and his 
attendants to the StoudMaia-reka, or cold 
river, upon the border of which lived the 
-obliging Koriac, who had voluntarily prof- 
fered his ſervices. Every difficulty being 
thus removed, my departure was fixed for 
3 April, and the whole company engaged 
to attend my orders on that day. The old 
prinee, who had fo generouſly pleaded my 
eauſe, was the firſt to withdraw from my 
thanks, upon the pretext of having various 
"How great was my joy to learn, that the 
perſon to whom I owed this change of diſ- 
poſition in my favour, was the brother of 
Oamiavin, whoſe ne I had fo at ar- 
Oe 448 rf | 
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From this FEY M. Gaguen put every 


ag in motion for my departure. A num- 


ber of ſmall wheaten loaves were made 
under his immediate inſpection, and a ſup- 
ply. of rye biſcuit. A variety of eatables, 
reſerved for his own uſe, was, in ſpite of my 
remonſtrances, packed up with my bag- 


gage. He added alſo ſeveral preſents, whick 
1 was obliged to accept, from the polite and 
friendly manner in which they were offered. 


In ſhort, I know not how to enumerate all 


his kindneſſes to me. Every hour, during 


my ſtay with him, was marked by an atten- 
tion to my wiſhes and an endeavour. to 


: _ oblige. His cares contributed equally with 
my repoſe to xe-eſiabliſh my health, which 


had been in no very enviable ſtate ſince the 


| cold I had mg upon wines. 


ra e 0. C bel 


| agreed, how great was my ſurpriſe to ſee 


none of my conductors arrive! Various ex- 
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pfteſſes were ſent off; but the Whole day 
paſſed before we kad. any intefligencs; 5e 
Was night when they made their appear- 


ande, each alledging that the Gy had been 
corey pang 2 


he next e was a new obſtacle. 
at was Sunday, and the timorous con- 
ſciences of my foldiers made them averſe to 
travelling. Was it neceſſary to attend to 
this ſcruple, or rather this terror? for it 
Was ſuperſtition more than devotion ; it was 
not the ſacredneſs of the day that influenced 
them, but the idea that they ſhould meet 
with ſome misfortune. * Notwithſtanding 
the cate I took to attend a Ruffidn mals with 
them, they were not to be prevailed. on to 
ſet out. After various intreaties to no pur- 
poſe, I was obliged to ſtay and dine with 
M. Gagsen, who politely congratulated 
himſeſf upon the delay. Finding, how- 
_ that-it * me of all enjoyment, 

* VOL. 11, I he 
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he propoſed to cure my people of their chi- 
merical fears. I defied him, and he accept- | 
ed my challenge. Immediately he ordered 
brandy to be profuſely dealt out to-all my 
attendants, Ruſſians as well as Koriacs. Im- 
perceptibly their heads were warmed, and 
gaiety made them forgetful of the pre- 
tended danger. The moſt reluRant were 
the firſt to aſſiſt in harneſſing the deer. It 
was no ſooner ſaid than done, and my ledges 
were read ly in an inſtant. | 


359 — 88 ſcene took place 
that diverted me extremely. Oumiavin, 
out of compliment to me, became com- 
pletely fuddled. The vivacity of his re- 
grets led him to practice every ſpecies of 
abſurdity, which he called taking leave of 
me. He went out, came in again, officioully 
aſſiſted in every thing. My fledge was no 
ſooner ready than he muſt lift it, to judge 
of its wel veight ; but unable to keep himſelf 

| ſteady , 
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Neady, this good Kotiac fell, and in falling, 
broke the point of my ſabre. His grief, at 
the ſight of this trifling accident, was truly | 
poignant. , He precipitated himſelf at my 
feet, which he embraced, and waſhed with 
his tears, conjuring me not to depart till I 
had forgiven | him. I attempted to raiſe | 
him, and aſſured, him of my friendſhip; 
but he perſiſted i in his poſture, and his tears 
continued to, flow; It was not till half an 
hour, that, by means of entreaties and kind- | 
neſſes. I was able to pacify him. 


1 cans out of the town. ön foot, eſcorted _ 
by almoſt all the inhabitants, who were de- 
firous, they ſaid, of doing honour to the 
only Frenchman that had ever. viſited them, 


M. Gaguen, and the officers of the garriſon, 9 5 


inſiſted upon conducting me to the. gates. 
mee e f n 
een 248 a Hh > 
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er de tour ſoldiers who ebropoled my 
Abe when 1 left Kaminol, two only re- 

malned with me, Golikoff and Nedarezoff; 
1 had left the others at Ingiga, which Was 
the place of their reſidence. Upon the re- 
bominenidation however of M. Gaguen, 1 ac- 
kepted the fervices of a young merchant, 
Who afked leave to #&compatiy me as fur as 
Okotſk. During my abode at Thgign, 1 had 
had frequent opportunities of converling 
with him, and knowitig the value of his ſo- 
ciety, and thfidered inyfelf as fortunate 


Ane wth ee eg 


; Ye'$b to flo pürpoſs thut | hid prepared 
to guide thy own ledge ; every one oppoſed 
me, from the fear that the want of knowledge 
Sn Hell & to thy new ſteels, might occaſion 
me Tonie fatal Hcadent; they had beſide 
beet Expreftiy injoined bet to perlt me, 
during the firſt day at leaſt. When T tame 
to my vehicle, 1 * my guide already 
20 ſeated 
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' ſeated in front, and 1 took my place, with- 
out paying any attention to him; but upon 
his looking round, I recognized in his fea- 
tures a Koriac prince, named Exiava. He 
was eager to expreſs his joy in having the 
honour to conduct me, and then prepares 
wort the file. 2 


I have long owed the reader à deſorip- 
tion of a Koriac ſledge, and am now able ie 
fatisfy his curioſity. The picture, I hope, 
will be ſufficiently intereſting to obtain his 
3 


2 Ypon rus bares, placed parallel ta each 
other, that is, upon two branches of a tree, 
fix feet and an balf long, three inches wide, 
and very roughly finiſhed, the extremities 
of which in front are bent upwards in the 
form of a dewi-creſcent, is placed the body = 
af the fledge, which is really nothing more 
than. ame of open work, five feet long 
DE and 
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and eighteen inches wide, - raiſed two feet 
and a few inches above the ground. Two 
Ffmall poles, about five inches in oircum- 
ference, conſtitute the frame of this vehicle, 
the minuter parts of which are formed of 
thick laths, inſerted the one in the other. 
A croſs bar, more ſubſtantial than theſe 
| Poles, unites their forward extremities, 
which are prolonged to the arches of the 
ſkates, and faſtened-'to them with leathern 
thongs. The lower part of this open work 
reſts upon a ſort of curvilinear feet, the 
lower ends of which, ſpreading out, are in- 
ſerted in the ſkates, and the back is con- 
ſtructed in the form of an open calaſh, be- 
ing ſixteen inches high and twenty-four 
deep, diſpoſed in a ſemi- circular form, with 
ſhort poles ranged at the top, in the perfo- 
rations of a demi-hoop, nearly like the 
backs of our arm chairs in a garden. In 
manly places his proviſions, or whatever 
$54 | 5 a | elſe 


- 


/ 
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elſe is deſtined for continual uſe. For my- 
ſelf, I employed it to receive my box of 
_ diſpatches, and ſeated myſelf upon it till 
the moment that I took the place of my 
guide. His ſeat is towards the middle of 
the open work, not far from the croſs bar ; 
here he places himſelf aſtride, with his feet 
reſting upon the ſkates of the Ty 


The team conſiſts of two rein deer placed 
abreaſt, with no other harneſs than a leathern 
collar, which paſſes acroſs the breaſt and 
between the fore legs of the animal, and is 

faſtened to his flank by a thong, in the man- 
ner of a trace, ſo that that which belongs 
to the deer on the right, is faſtened to the 
croſs bar of the ſledge, and that which be- 
longs to the deer on the left, to the bottom 
of one of the bent ſupporters of the car- 
rage, and on the ſame ſide. As reins, they 
have two ſlender thongs, one end of which 
's twiſted about the root of the horns of 
8 " 5 ' the 


the deer“. | When they want to go to the 
right, they, pull the rein gently i in this di- 
rection, giving at the ſame time a ſort of 
back handed laſh to the animal on the left. 
When they want to go to the left, they give 
two or three ſmart ſhakes. to the right rein, 
touching at the {ame time the deer to which 
it belongs. The left rein has no other we 
than as a curb. to the deer to which it is 
faſtened. The driver has alſo a ſtick; one 
end of which is armed with a fort of ham: 
mer. The head of the inſtrument conſiſts 
of an horizontal hone, ane of whoſe extre 
mities is very ſharp, and is principally uſed 
to diſengage the traces of the deer, while 
Sometimes e part f is rl i furniſhed with 
Mons nn eps that are untraQable, and 
are contiriually employed for that purpoſe, In harneſſing 
therein cher, they are careful not tu put on the right the 


beaſt that is trained to draw on the left, the (ledge would 
otherwiſe, inſtead” of advancing, be inſtantly overturned. 


This trick, however; the Kopiaes frequently play upon the 
Rulans, wha they think have treated them, ill. 
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they are going on, if they happen to be- 
come entangled about their feet; and this 
is conſidered as one of the niceſt accom- 
pliſhments of a driver. The other end of 
the bone is round and blunted, and ſerves 
the purpoſe of a whip; ; but the blows that 
are given with it are much more ſevere ; and 
are beſide diſtributed ſo liberally, that the 
poor animals are ſometimes covered with 
ſireams of blood. Theſe ſticks are very 
apt to break, and they therefore take care 
to provide themſelves with a number of 
them, which are faſtened lengthwiſe to the 


J 
We travelled very ſlowly till the even- 
ing. The only inconvenience I felt was the 
not being able, for want of an interpreter, 
to, enjoy the converſation of my princely 
guide, It doubtleſs deprived me of a fund 
of. information which it was in his power to 
have furniſhed, and our mutual taciturnity 
did 
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did not render my journey the more plea- 
fant. | | 


We ſtopped at ſeven o'clock. It was ne- 
ceſſary to gain a mountain well known to 
our Koriacs, and which had been marked 
in our itinerary as our firſt ſtage. I ſhould 
in vain have wiſhed to ſeek ſhelter in a 
| wood; as had been my cuſtom when drawn 
by dogs. The convenience of the traveller 
is left out of the account in the choice of a 
reſting place; that of the rein deer only is 
- conſulted, and the ſpot that moſt abounds 
with moſs is invariably preferred. Half way 
up the mountain our ſteeds were unhar- 
neſſed, and no other care taken of them than 
that of tying them with leathern thongs. 
I faw'them inſtantly ſcrape away the ſnow, 
under which they well knew how to come 
at their food. At a ſhort diſtance we made 
a fire, and ſet on our kettle; and the length 


of our ſupper anſwered to its frugality. 1 
285 admitted 
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admitted my Koriac prince to my meſs, 

Who appeared to be highly flattered with 
the honour. I then laid myſelf down on 
the ſnow, and was permitted to ſleep a few 
hours; but when the time was expired, they 
awoke me vithout com N to bee 


ee f MYA; 


: 
= =, 


It is neee to obſerve that the Koriacs 
will travel four, five, or ſix days inceſſantly 
without taking ſcarcely any repoſe. The 
rein deer are habituated to run day and 

night. In every two or three hours [they 
are unharneſſed, and allowed the interval 
of an hour to feed, after which they ſet off 
again with equal ardour; and this mode is 


repeated till they arrive at the end of the 


journey. It may be ſuppoſed from this ao- 
count, that I conſidered myſelf as fortunate, 


when the night came, to be indulged with 


two hours uninterrupted fleep. The favour 


however was not long accorded to me, and | 


- 
o — - — —— — — — — — 
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by degrees I was obliged to accuſtom myſelf 
to the practice of my inflexible conductors, 
though it was not without extreme dif- 


— 


Before ned. Eviava informed me 
: that he was under the neceſſity of lighten- 
ing our vehicle, the weight of two perſons 
being for a continuance too much for our 
Reeds, and that if I wiſhed to make the 
experiment of being my own charioteer, he 
would take one of the empty ſledges, with 
which we were furniſhed as a reſource in 
caſe of accident, or the loſs of any of our 
deer. The propoſal coincided too well with 
my inclination for me to heſitate a moment 
in accepting it, and I inſtantly ſeized the 
reins, and m my new mann 


: 


ds equally arduous BY that to 
which I fubjected myſelf at Bolcheretſk, 


with this difference, that I was then the 
1 firſt 
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14 6 ih at the frequency of my falls; 
whereas in the preſent cafe, I obtained the 
conviction of their danger at the riſk of my 
lifs. © The trace of the deer on the left, be- 
ing faſtened to the ſupporter of the ledge 
on the correſponditig ſide, nearly touches 
the left foot of the conductor, who muſt be 
continually on his guard to keep clear of 
it. From forgetfulnels or inexperience, f 
failed in this precaution, and my leg be⸗ 
came entangled.” The violence of my fall, 
or more probably the ſudden and acute 
pain 1 felt in my leg, led me imprudentiy 
to relinquiſh my hold of the reins, in or- 
der to apply my hand to it. By what 
means could 1 diſengage myſelf ? The deer, 
finding no longer the fame reſtraint, ad- 
variced with greater ſpeed, and every ef- 
fort 1 made to get free encouraged and 
irritated them. Dragged along in this 
matiner, my head ſweeping the ſnow. and | 
_— againſt the ſkate of the 
ledge, 
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fledge, and feeling every moment as if my 
leg would be ſhivered in pieces, it is ſcarcely 
conceivable what I ſuffered. 1 was no longer 
able to cry out; I had loſt all conſciouſ- 
nels ; when, by a motion purely mechanical, 
I extended my left hand exactly upon the 
reins that floated by chance. A new jolt 
of the edge made me rav back my hand, 
and this involuntary, check ſtopped my 
deer. Some of my people came up at the 
ſame time, expecting to find me either dan- 
geroully. wounded, or already deprived of 
lite, ' Meanwhile after a ſwoon of a few 
minutes, my ſenſes returned, and 1-reco- 
vered my ſtrength. The only injury 1 
ſuſtained was a violent contuſion on my 
leg, and a head-ache, which were attended 
with no very material conſequences, . The 
joy, of having eſcaped from this danger, 
gave me additional courage, and 1 aſoended 
my ſledge, and purſued my Journey, as. if 
OG had happened. | 


6'Y 5 vr *x;,4v w # ” 
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Become more circumſpect, I took care in 
future whenever I was over-turned, to check 
immediately my deer, for I ought to conſider | 
myſelf as fortunate that, in their impetuoſity, | 
they did not proceed with me to the moun- 
tains*, In that caſe how could they have 
been ſtopped ? Three or four days are, fre. 
quently ſpent in this: purſuit, and ſome- 
times without ſucceſs, This intelligence, 
which: I received from my Koriacs, made 
me tremble for my diſpatches, which were 
in a box faſtened to my ſledge, and, were 
thus liable to be taken from me. every 
moment. e O-4Þ 3 Is 
coded at the left of our road-the 
village of Karbanda, . ſituated on the ſea- 
coaſt, and ninety werſts from Ingiga: We 
did not paſs nearer than a werſt to it, and 


it a appeared to be a very inconſiderable 


* 'They hadindeed quited the road bt had only dragged 
ao yo dra n 
oſtrog. 


28 Yhavets 

oltrog. Three werfts farther on I ſaw two 
yourts and fix” balagans, which are oceu- 
eee ROY 


ee bad fil foven werſts to the place 
deſtined for our halt, which was a wretched 
hamlet in the middle of a ſmall wood wa- 
iered by the river 'Noyaklidna. It eonfiſts. 
of a fingle youtt and three or four bala- 
gans, inhabited Winter and furnmer by ten 
or twelve Kotitits, who gabe ie a tolerable 
reception ; for they Nlicltered me at” leaſt ; 
aud this was no trifling convenience to a 
man frequently obliged to ſleep in the open | 
4s 19a ihe er ora >. 

11; £37 $25 89718588 
About two clock in the Aha we 
fent for our deer, which had been conduct- 
eld to a diſtance from the hamlet, that they 
| might have an opportunity of feeding, and 
be out of the reach of the dogs, We 
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purſued our journey, but the day afforded 


In the evening, Eviava, who was not well 
acquainted with the ſituation of the yourt 
of Oumiavin's brother, propoſed to me. to 
aſcend a mountain at the left, where he 
expected to find one of his countrymen that | 
could direct us. In the ſpace of an hour 
and an half we reached the ſummit, but. 
upon looking round, could perceive no trace 
of an habitation. The night would not 
permit us to extend our ſearch.  Perceiving 
chat I was tired and little diſpoſed to go 

any farther, Eviava was unhappy. To ſa- 

 tisfy. him, I deſired that he would malte 
the ſearch without me, and that I would 
in the mean time, repoſe myſelf in this place 
till his return, In about. three. hours he 
: came with joy to awake me. He had found 
his friend, prince Amoulamoula and all his 
ot They entreated me not to quit the ; 
vol. 11. K place | 
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place where I was till the next morning, 
being all deſirous of coming to meet me. 1 
was not ſorry for the event, as it procured 

me almoſt a whole night's reſt. _ 


As ſoon as it was light my viſitors came. 
The chief approached me firſt, to pay me 
his compliments in the Koriac mode. He 
accompanied them with a beautiful black 
and red fox ſkin, or ſevadouſchka, which he 
drew from his parque, and obliged me to 
accept“. In return for this civility, I 
treated them all with brandy and tobacco, 
with which I had amply provided myſelf 
at Ingiga; and having thanked them for 
their kindneſs, 1 took my leave, ſupplied 


This proceeding was the more agreeable to me, 
as being perfeAly unexpected. It was the firſt preſent 
that any Koriac had offered me. I ſhould not have 
' obſerved this, if, as, haying juſt quitted the hoſpitable 
Kamtſchadales who had loaded me with gifts, I had 
not been tempted to compare the characters of the two = 
people. N 1. | £3 
| with 
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with the neceſſary information to direct our 


Though the ſnow was very deep, and 
not at all firm, our deer ran with ſurpriſ- 
ing eaſe and lightneſs. Having broader 
feet, they do not fink ſo. much as the dogs, $ 
and have in this reſpect the advantage, as 
with rackets to clear the way. But then 
che dogs are not ſo oon tired, and ſpare 
the traveller the diſagreeable circumſtance 
of ſtopping ee, e 
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tridges. From the quantity we ſaw, theſe 
cantons muſt be congenial to them. Some 
wild rein deer fled upon our approach with 
a velocity that ſcarcely gave me time to ob- 
ſerve them. Happily the abundance of my 
proviſions took" fem me all defire to kill 
them. | * 

| R At 


7 
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At noon we could diſtinguiſh the Stou- 
denaia-reka, and in an hour after we had 
croſſed it, or rather we were arrived at 
the yourt of the brother of Oumiavin, in 
whoſe hands  Eviava had undertaken to 
_— Sep e 


My new hoſt came to meet me at the 
| Head of his family. Their ſatisfaction at 
ſeeing me was viſible in their countenances, 
and they ſeemed to ſtrive who ſhould preſs 
cloſeſt. The addreſs of the old prince was 
ſhort,- but replete with the cordiality which 
he had before demonſtrated. Every thing 
he had was at my diſpoſal, and I might 
command the ſervices of himſelf and his 
my ſledges and effects under cover. I had 
no other care than that of my diſpatches, 
and before they would permit me to have 
even this trouble, I ** 3 _ 


to 


to them that I never truſted this box out of 
my own hands. bY 


When I entered the yourt, my firſt care 
was to pay prince Eviava my poſt expences. 
I had twelve ſledges, each drawn by two 
deer; the, diſtance we had travelled was a 
hundred and eighty-five werſts; and I was 
indebted therefore ſeven roubles forty ko- 
pecks. In receiving this ſum, my good 
conductor exclaimed upon my generoſity. 
lt was in vain I endeavoured to prove that 
Il paid him no more than his juſt due; he 
could not comprehend my calculation; and 
it was the continual burden of his ſong, that 
he had never met with ſo honeſt a man. To 
pay him for having conferred an obligation 
upon me, was in his opinion an act of 
ſublime virtue. So many encomiums, give 
room for ſuſpicion that the Ruſſians prac- 
tice ſamething more than ceconomy ; and 
it is aſſerted, that their travelling in this 
FI country 
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Country is hot attended with much ex- 
pence. N e mito 


We ſat down to our dinner, which was 

very joyous. Eviava and my hoſt eat with 

me; the brandy was not ſpared; and my 

enchanted gueſts never remembered to have 
r pe” 


eee eee 

obſervations, and interrogating the people 
about me. But the reader may have per- 
haps the curioſity to know ſomething more 
of the brave Koriac who received me with ſo 
e k 5 


His name alſo is Oumiavin, but he is 
diſtinguiſhed from his brother by that of 
Simeon, in which he was baptized when an 
infant. He confeſſed to me with the ut- 
moſt frankneſa, that he had no idea of the 


nature of the Chriſtian religion. So little 


IN. KAMTSCHATKA, 135 


care had beeen taken to inſtruct this young 
proſelyte, that he was ignorant of the very 
firſt principles of the goſpel. Accuſtomed 
to an abſurd mixture of the errors of his 
country, and a few external practices of 
Chriſtianity to which he had habituated 
himſelf “, he happily found in his heart the 
principles of natural rectitude, by which 
alone his conduct was ere 


ine ee een he is inall and fal- 
low. His head is characteriſtic of his mind. 
An expreſſion of frankneſs and benevolence, 
confirmed by the whole of his figure, pre- 
judices us in his favour; and his ſhort white 
locks, added to the regularity of his fea- 
tures, give him an air of true diſtinction. 
He is lame of his right- arm, in conſequence 
of an obſtinate conteſt with a bear. His 
e fled: through fear, and . was 
In the 3 of the Ruſſians, he eue himſelf be- | 


ford aſter his meals, and het 'byeaters bis yourt, | 
WY. | = 
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left alone to oppoſe the monſter, and though | 
he had no other weapon but his knife, he 
defeated and killed him. The chace is his 
favourite amuſement. Equally ſkilful and 
intrepid, he is regarded alſo as a very for- 
tunate hunter. 


But it is the ſtrength of his mind, that 
renders him moſt eſtimable and intereſting. 
The project he formed, and which he la- 
ments the not having been permitted to 
execute, could only have been dictated by 

a head ſtrongly organiſed. .. It proves at 
leaſt much good ſenſe and deeper reflection 
than can | be/ aſcribed to the reſt of his 
_ countrymen. It originated thus. | 


|  » Indodile-and jealous of its liberty, this 
people had for a long time impatiently 
brooked the idea of being ' tributary to 
Ruſſia. The ſevere adminiſtration of the 
governors was accuſed by this ſavage tribe 
34.5 R as 
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as being a tyrannical abuſe of power; and 
doubtleſs, among the numerous ſubaltern 
officers there were many who felt no com- 


punction in haraſſing theſe new — 
the * 


e Oumiavin was the fiſt whole | 
indignation was rouſed. More enraged at 
the obduracy of theſe extortioners, than at 
what was taken for them; it was impoſlible, 
he ſaid, they could be authoriſed by a ſo- 
vereign whoſe juſtice and lenity were in- 
ceſſantly vaunted. This judicious reflexion 
made the ſtrongeſt impreſſion upon his 
mind, and awakened all his natural co. 
rage. Immediately aſſembling a few of 
his countrymen, who, like himſelf, were 


victims of the iniquity of theſe. petty ty- 


rants, he communicated nen 
Penn. . 4 a ebb 


* «My brethren,” aid he a Gat 
* the 
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« the weight of your chains? Were you 
* born to wear them, to be the prey of 
« theſe avaricious rulers, whoſe rapacity, 
« abuſing every day the power entruſted 
«to them, leads them to regard us as a 
« property which they may ſquander at 
« their pleaſure ? How do we hope to de- 
« liver ourſelves from this ſcourge ? We 
. cannot have recourſe to arms; we are 
4 too weak; and new and more formidable 
enemies would ſpring up from the aſhes 
of the dead. But we dare paſs the im- 
* menſe tract of country which they tra- 
« yerſed to come to us; we dare carry our 
« complaints to the palace of our ſovereign. 
« Tt is in her name, but not by her order, 
« that we are haraſſed, that we are robbed. 
The mildneſs of her government gives the 
lie to ſuch injurious treatment, ſuch per- 
« fidies. Her licentious miniſters are the 
 « moſt forward to boaſt of its lenity. Let 
3c perſon adams it, throw our- 
cd; « ſelves 
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« ſelves at her feet, and declare our griev- 
« ances, She is our common mother, and 
« will not turn a deaf ear to the cries of a 
« part of her ſubjects, of whom ſhe can have 
no knowledge but from the falſe accounts 
* of her wicked agents.” 


This ſpeech, which I have reported nearly 


as it was delivered to me by Oumiavin, in- 
ſpired every mind with the indignation and 


enthuſiaſm of its author. It was a zealous 
conteſt among them who ſhould go to Pe- 
terſburg. Meanwhile the moſt wealthy and 


intrepid were ſelected for the office. Ou- 


miavin, from his ability to ſpeak with tole- 
rable readineſs the Ruſſian language, had 
the honour of being placed at the head of 
the deputation, and they departed, furniſh- 
ed with a variety of valuable articles which 
were intended as preſents. Arrived at 


Okotſk, our travellers ſtood in need of ſuc- | 
cour. They applied to the governor, i- 


treating 
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intreating - him to ſupply them with the 
means of gaining Irkoutſk at leaſt. He had 
got ſome intelligence of their deſign, and 
foreſeeing its danger, took meaſures to pre- 
vent it. Under the ſpecious pretext of firſt 
obtaining the conſent of the governor ge- 
. neral, he detained them ſeveral months. 
During this interval, he employed every 
means to ſeduce' them. Reaſonings, in- 
treaties, kindneſs, every thing was reſorted 
to; but nothing could diſſuade them from 
continuing their journey ; they were in- 
flexible. Violence was then made uſe of; 
a thouſand ſnares were ſpread for them; it 
was eaſy for monopoly and perſecution to 
create wrongs; and as a puniſhment, they 
were conſtrained to return, with the ſhame 
and mortification of having ſacrificed to no 
purpoſe the greateſt part of their wealth, 
and their deer. | 


This a ex perience diſcouraged 
f p not 
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not the chief of the Koriac confederacy; it 
was in his eyes an additional proof of the 
utility of his deſign, and the neceſſity of 
executing it. From this moment he trea- 
ſured up the remembrance of it, hoping 
that more fortunate circumſtances would 
one day offer. At the time of my viſit, his 
heart was ſtill inflamed with the deſire of 
undertaking this expedition. Yes,” ſaid 
he, „ in ſpite of my age, I would ſet off 
« this moment. My motive indeed would 
be different, and I ſhould no longer have 
c the ſame obſtacles to fear, as our preſent 
* governors are entitled to our confidence 
_ © and praiſes. My ambition would be to 
« ſee my ſovereign, I endeavour ſometimes 
e to form an idea of her ſplendid palace, 
“ and the wealth and variety with which it 
* abounds, and it revives my regret at not 
<« having been permitted to behold her in 
all her magnificence and glory. We 
“ ſhould have conſidered her as a divinity, 
y « and 
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« and the faithful account we ſhould have 
« given to our countrymen, would have 
4 filled every heart with refpe& and ſub- 
_ « miſſion. Influenced ſtill more forcibly by 

* love, than we had before been by fear, we 
« ſhould cheerfully have paid every tribute 
« impoſed by moderation. We ſhould have 
« taught our neighbours to venerate her 
& government, by making them the wit- 
4 neſſes of our ſatisfaction and gratitude.” 


Almoſt my whole converſation with this 
honeſt Koriac was of this nature. I con- 
ſidered myſelf as bound to tranſcribe it in 
| this place, to give the fuller deſcription of 

his character. I beg leave to add another 
anecdote. 50 e | 


The expences he had incurred had nearly 
ruined him. A conſiderable time was ne- 
ceſſary to repair his flock, which, from the 
* and infidelity of the keepers, had 

during 


# 
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during his abſence fallen into decay. It was 


at this very moment that he gave a ſtriking 


proof of his generoſity. One of his relati- 
ons had ſome months before loſt all his deer, 
and was reduced to ſervitude. Simeon Ou- 
miavin came to his aſſiſtance, and made up 
for him a ſmall flock which he lent him 


without intereſt. On his return from his 


fatal embaſſy, he refuſed to take it back, 
becauſe it was not yet ſufficiently augment- 
ed to leave his friend wherewith to ſupport © 
himſelf. | 


Their deer is the only ſource of riches to 
this wandering people. The chief of a 
horde has ſeldom leſs than two or three 
hundred, and many of them have three or 
four thouſand. Oumiavin's flock amount- 
ed, when I was with him, to about eight or 
nine hundred, the view: of which ee 


me Bo great pleaſure. 
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_ © This multitude of deer are ſeen on tha 2 
top of a mountain, near the Stoudenaia- 
reka, ſometimes collected, and ſometimes 
: ſcattered, ſeeking under the ſnou for moſs. 
It is ſeldom that any of them wander. from 
the flock, and they are always caught with» —— 
out difficulty. On the evening of my ar- 
rival I had an opportunity of enjoying this 
ſpectacle. They had been aſſembled in order 
to ſelect. what were neceſſary for my uſe, 
- _ which required only a quarter of an hour. 
5 Upon a particular cry of their keepers, the 
| tame deer came towards us. The young 
ones, and thoſe which are unacculfgghed to; 
or exempt from, labour, go off in ax{ff-rent 
direction. The flow and the reſtive ones 
were next ſeparated from the reſt, and thoſe 
that were wanted were eaſily. caught by 
means of a running nooſe which they threw 
over them with ſingular dexterity. the 
cChoice being made, they ſeparated -thoſe, 


2 for my ule, and which if they — 
N 1. It 


4 the female deer, which are reſerved: for the 
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. hot been detained by force, would ſpeedily 
have 0 e eee ane 
4 en att 5 . 


1 They As not l mp in labour 


propagation of the ſpecies. They are cou- 
pled in autumn, and foal in the ſpring. 
The young males defigned for draught, are 
caſtrated nearly in the ſame manner as the 
dect Kamtſchatka. nels 


%. 
=p 


deer! ing Ae ge e 
Ths ia ſtinet of theſe animals is inconceiv- 
able; hey hunt even while they are feeds 
ing. If a tame deer perceives a wild one, 
he immediately, without ſhowing any ſign 
| either of joy or ſurpriſe, imitates in browſ- 
ing the gait and manner of the other, who 
ee without ſuſpect⸗ 
ing a ſnare. Preſently one ſees them play 
together; their horns become. entangled, - 
. Frowy 3 - -...... they 
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fly and purſue each other by turns. In 
theſe ſportive amuſements the tame deer 
gradually draws his prey within muſquet 
ſhot of the hunter. With a 'well managed 
deer, one is able to ſeize his companion alive ; 
a cord is hung upon the horns of the for- 
mer, which, in their play, he entangles in 
the horns of his adverſary. From that time 
the greater the efforts made by the wild 
deer to eſcape, the cloſer the running knot 
is drawn, and the more ſtrongly the tame 
deer pulls at the cord, in order to give-his 
maſter time to come up. It frequently hap- 
pens however that the wild deer ſuſpects 
the trick, and eſcapes the danger by flight. 


When a Koriac comes out of his yourt in 
the morning, the deer flock about him in 
expectation of a drink, which is the higheſt 
treat to them; this is nothing more than 
human urine, which is carefully preſerved 
xn 4 | | in 
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in veſſels, or hampers made of ſtraw, and 
of ſo nice a cotnexture that the liquor can- 
not penetrate through them. The flock 
are ſo extremely fond of this beverage, that 

whatever quantity you give them, it is all 
ſwallowed in an inſtant. ' | 


- Simeon RY ordered a young deer 
to be killed, the beſt of his flock. | It 
was cut up for my uſe, and the half of 
a wild deer added to it, the fleſh of which 
appeared to be ſtill more ſucculent. He 
gave me alſo four very beautiful ſkins *. 
We then entered the yourt, where I paſſed 
the night upon a matraſs ſpread in one 


- Though the DAR be the ſame, 
| there is no kind of reſemblance between the 
 habitations of the wandering, and the un- 


Among a hundred of theſe ſkins ſcarcely. two can be 
found fine enough for furs. Tre n 


white. 


960k Ls derground 
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* derground dwellings of the fixed Koriacs, 
Not knowing how to. diſtinguiſh the dif- 
ferent lodgings of theſe people, the Ruſ- 
ſians have given the name of yourt to all 
of them, without troubling themſelves with 
the primitive ſignification of the word, 
which means a ſubterraneous apartment. 
The yourts in queſtion are, properly ſpeak- 
ing, mere tents in the form of huts placed 
on the ſurface of the ground. No other 
care is taken as to the foundations, than that 
of drawing the boundary, and removing the 
ſnow that may be within the line. Round 
the circumference, a number of poles are 
erected at equal diſtances, which uniting at 
the top, ſerve as ſupports to each other. 
This ruſtic timber work has a wretched 
covering, of tanned | deer {kins, extended 
from the baſe® to within a foot or two of 
is The yourt of my hoſt was about eight a i dia- 
meter, and nearly of the ſame height. The circumference 
at the baſe was een At, and the top ſimilar to 
| That of a cone. | 
8 the 


* 
%. x 6 
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the ſummit, which is left open for the 
admiſſion of air, and as a paſſage for the 
ſmoke. A conſiderable inconvenience re- 
ſults from this circumſtance, as there is 
nothing to protect the centre of the habi- | 
tation from the rain and the ſnow; in the 
mean time it is on this very ſpot they make 
their fire, and cook their victuals. The 
family, and the ſervants, who have the care 
of the flocks, ſleep under pologs, which are 
a kind of huts, or low tents ranged in diſ- 
tint apartments round the wall of the 
yourt, and reſembling the ſquare tents of 
the Tchouktchis, © (9134 


The unſettled ſtate of theſe wandering 
people led them to invent this ſpecies of ha- 
bitation. The conveyance of their whole 
houſe being equally eafy and commodious, 
they feel the leſs retutance-to changing | 
their quarters. Upon the firſt neceſſity or 
inconvenience, they take up their tents; faſten. 
mvygianuO | Lg, / , the 


/ 
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the poles lengthwiſe to the ſledges, and ſtow 
the. coverings with their baggage. A new 
ſpot is fixed upon, and deſerted again almoſt 
immediately, and thus they remove from 
one place to another every moment. Their 
fledges are of courſe always kept loaded by 
the ſide of their habitations, and the pro- 
viſion and other articles taken out in pro- 
e as they want them. | 


© IF RIPON 
pared for me. The firſt care of Simeon 
Oumiavin was to aſſure me, that he would 
himſelf be my guide, and would conduct 
me, if it were neceſlary, as far as Yamſk. 
I manifeſted a becoming ſenſe of this oblig- 
ing offer, and at eight o'clock in the morn- 
ing of 10 April, we took our flight, and at 
noon had reached the Tavatoma, being a 
n Sete, we | 


I; 
9211 oth 
Dane, ade We whigh 
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Oumiavin pointed out to me in the neigh- | 
' bourhood, I put on my rackets to croſs'on 
foot a ſmall wood, by the fide of which it 
forms a ſtream three fathom wide, which 
pours itſelf in the Tavatoma. I left my 
people therefore at an elbow, formed by the 
river at this place, and it was agreed that 
they ſhould proceed over a high mountain 
that was at the right, and take the oppor- 
tunity while they waited for me, of feeding 
the deer, and preparing our dinner. Ac- 
companied only by M. Kiſſelioff, I travelled 
two werſts to reach the ſpring. 


It is ſaid to be compoſed of a number of 
others iſſuing from a mountain at the left of 
the river, and which unite in their deſcent. 
A chick ſmoke riſes in clouds above theſe 
Waters, but it has no offenſwe ſmell. The 
heat is extreme, and the bubbling continual. 
Their taſte is ſharp and diſagreeable, which 
ſeems to imply that the waters contain ſul- 
aiyaitout e phurous 
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phurous and ſaline particles; by analiſing 
them; they would probably alſo be found to 
have iron and copper. It is certain that the 
ſtones we picked up along the ſtream had 
all a volcanic quality, but the moſt ſingular 
circumſtance was the effect the water pro- 
duced upon us. I merely, ina flight man- 
ner, waſhed my mouth with it, and M. Kiſ- 
ſelioff his face; he had the ſkin of his face 
taken off, and I had my tongue and palate 
flayed, and for a long time was unable to 
eat any thing hot or high ſeaſoned. 
Having ſatisfied my curioſity, we prepar- 
ed to join our company. To effect this, we 
imagined that we were to paſs. a mountain 
oppoſite to that from which the hot ſpring 
iſſued. Our rakets made us retreat inſtead 
of advancing, and we were obliged to take 
them off, and aſcend by the help of our 
hands and feet. About three fourths of 
che way, overcome with fatigue, and ap- 
arg wil 4 apprehen- 
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| prehenſive that we had miſtaken the road, 


I intreated my companion, who was more 
accuſtomed to this mode of climbing upon 


the ſnow, to endeavour to gain the ſummit, 
from whence I hoped he would be able to 
diſcover onr equipage. He ſucceeded, and 
after waiting an hour and half in anxiety, 
I faw the good Koriac coming with a ſledge 
to my aſſiſtance. We had in reality taken 
the wrong direction, he informed me, and 


Kiſſelioff had been ten times on the point 


of periſhing before he found our camp. 
Upon my arrival we proceeded immediately 
on our journey, and did not halt till it was 
late, and we were twenty-five werſts from 
the hot ſprings of Tavatoma. * 


We had determined the 11, to puſh for 
the chain of mountains called Villeguinſtoi- 
brebeut, but it was not practicable. At the 
cloſe of day we could but juſt perceive 
them; we advanced however till we came 


near 


—— _— 3 ——— — 
— —— 
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1 enough to be ſure of reaching them 


They appeared to be cloſe to us, when we 
were {till at the diſtance of eight werſts. 
Having paſſed this place, we had to croſs a 
ſmall river that winds at the bottom of theſe 
mountains, when we came to that of Ville- 
gui, which is the loftieſt, and gives its name. 
to the reſt. At firſt ſight it appeared to be 
inacceſſible. A narrow paſſage preſented 
itſelf, ang, confiding in my princely. con- 
ductor, we entered it. Four hours ſcarcely 
ſufficed to bring us to the peak. Conceive 
of an enormous maſs, atl eaſt two hundred 
yards high, and nearly perpendicular, with 
rocks and ſtones projecting in various places, 
and cleared by the hurricanes from the ſnow. 
The little that remained made the footing 
fo ſlippery - that our deer fell down every 
moment, In ſpite of our exertions to ſup- 
port the ſledges, the ſteepneſs of the decli- 
vity 


* 


IN KAMTSCHATKA,— 155 


| vity made them recoil, and we were under 155 


the continual apprehenſion of their falling 
upon us, which would infallibly have hap- 
pened if we had ſlipped. Frequently in 
laying hold of a rock that ſeemed to ad- 
here to the maſs, it gave way, and I loſt my 
equilibrium. But for Oumiavin and my 
ſoldiers, who were by my ſide, and gave me 
timely aſſiſtance, I ſhould-infalliably hare 
| precipitated to the bottom. - Arrived at the 
ſummit, I became giddy upon looking down 
the precipice I had climbed, and any heart 
ſhuddered at the danger I had eſcaped. 


I 'was far from thinking myſelf ſafe, as 1 
| had to 'deſcend. My obliging Koriac, to 
give me confidence, minutely explained the 
method I was to take, and his inſtruction 
freed me from all fear of accidents; but I 
was ſtil} uneaſy, havingy bed u part+6f my. 
baggage at the foot of the mountain. Who, 
thought I to myſelf, will have the courage 
Os to 
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to go for it? The intrepid Oumiavin un- 
dertook the office, attended by ſome of his 

- people. 4 3725 


I vas tormented by a burning chirſt. The 
top of the mountain was covered with ſnow, 
but how were we to diſſolve it, as there was 
not a ſhrub to be ſeen ? The hope of finding 
" ſome at the bottom made me reſolve not to 
wait for my guide, but to avail myſelf of 
his leſſons, and deſcend. We began by un- 
harneſſing our deer, and faſtening them to 
the back part of our ſledges, in each of 
Which two men placed themſelves. We 
then flid down in the manner of the inha- 
bitants of Peterſburg, who, during the car- 
nival, thus amuſe themſelves upon the moun- 
- tains of ice which they form on the Neva. 
With the aid of our ticks we guided and 
kept back our vehicles, and in leſs than ten 
minutes we were ſafe. I had the good for- 
tune to perceive ſome ſmall cedars, and a 
7 = | fire 


£7; 
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| fire having been kindled, Lallayed iny thirſt. 


It, was now two o'clock, and at ſeven we 
were all aſſembled; Oumiavin met with no 
accident, but he was ſo fatigued that it was 
nine before we could proceed. | 


10 177 


The next day's journey was leſs painful 
to us than to our deer. The ſnow was 


more than three feet deep, and ſo little ſirm 
that they ſunk to their necks. Many of 


them refuſed to draw, and it was neceſſary 


to leave them behind us. Such is the in- 
convenience attending theſe animals, when 
one wiſhes to make a long journey with 
only ſhort intervals of reſt; as ſoon as they 
are tired, we muſt abandon them or ſtop; 
it is no longer poſſible make them move. 


1 1.3” 


I had hoped to reach Toumané in the 


morning of 14, and we were within ten 


werſts of it, when a violent gale of wind, 


accompanied with ſnow, almoſt blinded us. 
8 ; It 


| 
| 


? 
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It obliged us to relax our ſpeed, and we did 
— AL four o'nck: in the 
afternoon. 


It ĩs ſituated ſouth-weſt of Ingiga, at the 
diſtance of four hundred and forty werſts, 
in a little wood through which the river 
- Toumane flows. Three yourts, an equal 
number of wooden magazines, and a dozen 
balagans make up the whole oſtrog, the po- 
pulation of which amounts to twenty fa- 
milies. Though the river abounds with 
fiſn e, I ſaw the inhabitants, either from in- 
dolence, or a vitious taſte, feed upon the 
bark of the birch tree ed i in the oil of 
i the whale. 

The bad weather continued during the 
45 and 16; but it would have been im- 
poſſible to have proceeded if we had been 
| ever ſo deſirous, as our deer were incapable 


r * * * We caught ſome excelent wan. ' by : 
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of drawing us any farther. Oumiavin dar- 
ed not avow it, but his melancholy appear- 
ance told me what he would willingly have 
concealed. Upon my mentioning it to him, 
he began to make apologies, as if I had a 
right to complain, becauſe he found-it im- 
poſſible to conduct me, as he had intended; 
as far as Yamlſk. 1 had much difficulty to 
make him underſtand that I was fully fatiſ- | 

fied of his good will, and owed him my 
thanks for all his civilities; it was neceſ- 
ſary to aſſume an air of diſpleaſure before he 
would accept ſome preſents that I thought 
myſelf bound to add to my poſt expences. 


By his advice, I intreated the inhabitants 
to ſupply me with what dogs they had, but 
with all their efforts they could only procure 
me a very ſmall number, and there was no 
other way of making up what I wanted, 
chan that of harneſſing young dogs, and 
even females that were ready to whelp, - 

2 7 The 
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The generoſity of theſe people Was carried 
ſo far as to offer me a part of their dried 
1 of which FOO Wan no cee 

5 The 17 the wind: RAR _ ITY was 
covered with black, and very ill boding 
clouds. In the mean bi taken 
leave of Simeon Oumiavin, and my Touma- 
n& hoſts, I departed at one oclock in the 
afternoon with my eſcort, and all my bag- 
gage, in five open ſledges. Each team con- 
ſited of eight or ten dogs. I had taken, a 
man extraordinary to ſerve me as charioteer, 


having no longer either ſtrength or courage 
to undertake the office: this . g ex- 


erciſe had OE overcome me. 

f . | + ad 

We ſoon came. to is, daraus which we 
travelled i in order to avoid ſeven mountains, 
which rendered the common route extreme- 
ly difficult. We had ſcarcely advanced fif- 
teen werlts, partly upon the ice; and partly 
| | upon 
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upon the coaſt, when fortutiately for us we 
were obliged to return, as the ſhow began 
to fall, and the wind to blow with an impe- 
tuoſity that drove our dogs back, and made 
our ſledges totter: My guides delayed not 
to inform me of the danger; and from the 
fear of miſleading us, they propoſed that we 
ſhould' take ſhelter in a deſerted yourt that” 
was at no great diſtance, and the ſituation 
of which they were perfectly acquainted 
It is upon a ſmall river called Twama, 
twenty werſts from Toumané. When we 
came up to it we were covered with ſnow, 
and almoſt frozen, We were all eager to 
deſcend that we might be ſcreened from the 
tempeſt, but we found its entrance ſtopped | 
up with ſnow four feet deep. Having haſ- 


tily arranged our ledges, we took our 
rackets, for want of ſhovels, and began to 


open a paſſage. This work occupied us an 
© VOL. n. NM hour. 
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hour. We were ſtill in want of a ladder ; 
the moſt hardy ventured to leap down, and 
the reſt followed them. We fell upon the 
carcaſles of ſea wolves entirely frozen, and 
ſome of them half devoured, doubtleſs by 
ravenous beaſts, who, in the depth of win- 
ter, had made this ſubterraneous habitation 
their den. A leathern ſeine in one corner 
of the yourt, was the only indication that 
it had been viſited by human beings. It is 
to be preſumed that the neighbouring Ko- 
riacs had made uſe of it as a reſervoir. The 
walls were ſurrounded with icicles, which 
fell down in chryſtallizations; and in truth, 
I can only compare this dwelling. to a 
large ice houſe. Its forn. was ſquare, and 
its dimenſions about five feet deep by ten 
large. | 


While we were employed in placing the 
ſea wolves out of the way,. that we might 
have more room to lie down, my conductors 
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faſtened our dogs“, and gave them their 
allowance of food; at the ſame time a fire 
was kindled, and having warmed ourſelves 
and eaten our ſupper, I extended myſelf | 
upon the leathern net we had found in the 
yourt. A ſea wolf under my head ſerved 
me as a pillow. My companions imitated 
my example; and, excepting the diſadvan- 
tage of having too confined a ſpace, we 
paſſed a very good night. We ceded an 
entire corner to the Koriacs of my ſuite, 
who huddled together, and were unable to 
ſtretch themlelves at their length ; but they 
made no complaint, and appeared not to be 
conſcious of any inconvenience. ' I ſaw them 
ſquat down, like apes, their head muffled 
* The ſpow fel in ſuch abundance, that theſe poor | 
animals were in a manner buried under, it. Accuſtomed 


however to ſuch weather, they crowd together, and always 
holding their noſes in the air, the heat of their breath, by 
| penetrating their cold covering, creates a free paſſage for 


_ reſpiration. / They have the ſenſe alſo to ſhake themſelves / 
when the ſnom becomes too heavy. 8 8 
| Ms up 


G 
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up in in their parque, and their elbows 
reſting upon their knees; and in this poſ- 
ture they e RR at 
their eaſe. 1222 7 R195 £695 


| et ee eee but its 
violence did not abate, and it was the more 
troublefome to us, as it drove the ſmoke 
into the yourt to ſuch a degree that we 
_ were ſuffocated and blinded, and were ob- 
liged not to light onr fire except at our 


1 was deſirous of remedying this incon- 
venience by ſome external contrivances; but 
I had no fooner placed my foot out of the 
yourt than I was almoſt blown down. M. 
Kiſſelioff, who accompanied me, had his 
cap carried away, and was willing to pur- 
ſue it with ſome of our conductors; but it 
was to no-purpoſe; at the diſtance of fif- 
teen paces he n 4 fight of onr re- 

retreat, 
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retreat, and was only able to find his way 
back by the cries we made in anſwer” to 
ni, Ht Db: EA 
We at laſt ſucceeded in placing a fence 
ſufficiently high to ſecure a free paſſage to | 
the fmoke. From this moment we con- 
tinued our fire, without intermiſſion, night 
or day; but in ſpite of this care, we were 
inſupportable with the cold. The fire gra- 
dually melted the ice that ſurrounded us, 
and we had a thouſand dribblings over our 
heads, and a fiream of water under our 
feet. To increaſe our difficulties, the ſea 
"wolves began to thaw, and diffuſe a noxious 
'odour. That which exhaled from our bo- 
dies was more then ſufficient to make our 
aſyhum a true ſink. As it was impoſſible 
n ee neee at _— 


9 * 
| * Gr E conſiſted of ten, 1 4 of whom wer 
Kobikks,'whbſe filthineſs i is well Known. 
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get rid of our neighbours, the ſea wolves ; 

and my guides were the firſt to propoſe 
that our dogs ſhould be fed with them 
while we continued in this frightful ſitua- 
tion. I conſented the more readily, as the 
ſcantineſs of our dried fiſh obliged me to 
conſult ceconomy.. In thus appropriating 
to myſelf what chance threw in our way, I 
doubtleſs did an injury to ſome unfortunate 

inhabitants of this quarter; but when re- 
duced to extremities, 2 is ſome- 
times e e 85 


47 Inapiatient 1 to rnttfiie our journey, I ſent 
my Koriacs to obſerve the weather. In 
two minutes I ſaw them deſcend perfectly 
covered with ſnow, and ſo chilled, that they 
could not open their mouths. | heir re- 
port correſponded with their ſad appear- 
 canee; but of all their exclamations, I was 
moſt ſtruck with the account they gave me, 
the rocks, which were a few, paces 
759 . from 
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from our yourt, and very perceptible the 
RY r were now mY inviſible. 


The 20, the weather . calmer, 
and the ſnow having almoſt ſubſided, I 
ordered preparations to be made for our 
departure. Our dogs were there'ore hai- 
neſſed, and we had hoiſted ourſelves out of 
the yourt, when a terrible guſt of wind de- 
ranged all our meaſures. © The ſnow came 
on as thick as ever, and we were obliged to 
retreat with precipitation, happy that we 
were within reach of ſhelter. Almoſt in- 
ſtantly 1 found myſelf ill. I know not 
whether it were occaſioned by paſſing ſud- 
denly from cold to heat, or by the putrid 
air I breathed in plunging myſelf into this 
ſink, or the vexation I felt at ſo many ob- 
ſtacles; but 1 continued nearly a quarter of 
an hour without ſenſation. The zeal of 
my ſoldiers manifeſted itſelf on this occa- 
flow: - in order to reſtore me, one deluged 
M4 1 


the place called the Croſs of Vudoma; or 
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bed off, I believe, the ſkin. 


| .þ 7 


2 | gt He EY * 2 2 «> | 
My reflections, after this ſwoon, were as 
melancholy as my ſituation. I conſidered 


my plan as wholly defeated by theſe impe- 


diments and delays, and was apprehenſive 


were broken up. In the mean time this 
was indiſpenſible, if I intended to make uſe 
of the mode of fledge travelling, to reach 


Yudomſtoi-kreſt. Hence I had deſigned to 
proceed to Vakotſł by a circuitous paſſage 
down the rivers Yudoma, Maya, and Al- 
dann, by which means I found that I ſhould 
eſcape the W e * the thaw, 


4 
| * Though this circuit was more aq ng — _ 
wert, the rapidity of theſe rivers inſured me a ſpeedy na- 

Yigation, by which I ſhould have gained a confiderable ad- 

—.— in point of time, beſides che pleaſure of Enjoying 
062 ha aa " ' 

* which 
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which renders the road impracticable even 
to horſes. But according to the calculation 


I had made, the hindrance of a ſingle day 
might occaſion me a delay of more than 
two months. It is neceſſary; to have been 
in my place, to judge how very diſcouraging 
n proſpect; the dangers that beſet 


mblmo! e nr bottom 
vow nate... hyonurioh: ur att 
At length, the 21, it was pee 
Fo The ſky was ſtill covered with clouds, 
and the ſnow fell heavily, but the wind had 


ceaſed; and we reſolved to ſet off in ſpite of 
our apprehenſion of another hurricane, 


which would exceedingly have diſtreſſed 
us, as we'had no hope of refuge till we 
came to Lamſk. We directed our courſe 
towards the ſea, upon which we conſtantly 
travelled at the diſtance of two werſts from 
the ſhore; but in the evening we thought it 
prudent to approach nearer, in order to 
Po. | SID) halt. 
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halt. The ice was perfectly — and 
our little e erg . A* 
| ö 18115617 ert b. 
The next n we woe: eee 
5 — and in order to avoid the curvatures 
of the ſhore, we made for: the main ocean. 
We had obſerved ſome bays the preceding 
evening, but they were leſs extenſive than 
one which we croſſed in the afternoon of 
this day. Unfortunately, when we were 
oppoſite to it, a guſt of wind „e us 
eee ee re a of F655 
hai Since i-tud-; ff FE Pizoptart ir 
I Funderſtood, eee it was 
ern the river Iret, which falls into 
it, that it is almoſt entirely cloſed, and is 
dry in ſummer, when the ſea is low. In 
ſpring it abounds with water fowl. The 
inhabitants of LVamſk and its environs catch 
mem with nets, and hunt them with ſticks 
in the moulting ſeaſon]! The ſhallowneſs 
ol the bay, which is in all places fordable, 
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is favourable to the diverſion of theſe ſportſ- 
15 men. f A | HS DITEFII $14 $3 - 

Upon the approach of night we came on 
ſhore, and halted till the morning in a 
wood of firs, upon ann of 155 river 
-Irve;: <7 + CEN TER 963; 


The 2g: furniſhed- potting et. 
The wind aſſailed us with oonſiderable vio- 
lence in the middle of a plain, the extent 
of which was twenty five werſts. I had 
again recourſe to my compaſs, and we had 

not proceeded fifteen werſts, when the'{ky . 
ſuddenly cleared up. We met a ſergeant 
with diſpatches from Okotſk; and a little 
farther, about three werſts from its mouth, 
rhe river Vamſk preſented itſelf.  We-pur- 
ſued its courſe, and paſſed at the right an 

| habitation of fiſhermen; reſorted to only in 
ſummer. . Six werſis farther: we came to the 
oſtrog of Yamſk, which is more than a hun- 
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- red: and fifty from-Toumans. . My: biſcuit 
were nearly conſumed, and I was conſtrain- 
ed not only to ſleep there, but to remain a 

conſiderable part of the next day, to ſup- 
viy is «freſh flock of 0 

bred ent mög nt 10 by 

| The Gerjeant ain commanded the . 
ſon, which was compoſed of twenty men, 

reteived me with civility. Upon the re- 

commendation of the governor af Ingiga, 
he aſſiduouſly provided every thing af which 

I ſtood in "_ pps ame 


amin. V t Sr oon 2 
£ RAC EASE =D EE 99147 byba9 MJ 105 10 
Tho en or fort af banltsis apache 


ebe tbe ritter, ten werſts from its 
mouth, where it forms a bay that ſeems to 
pramife excellent anchorage; but a variety 
af cupes advancing a conſiderable way, and 
a great number of ſhoals with which the 
entrance is as it were blocked up, render it 
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do, end obliges the ſhips frequently to 
beat about, or lie to for à favourable wind, 
in order to paſs over them, for it is almoſt - 
impoſſible ' to ſucceed with a fide wind. 
From this account it is evident, that if the 
place were more conſiderable and more 
em ee nnn 
mon . b PAD" 81-40 
(roi r Antibes hen Nod en LY 
There are at Vamſk only. twenty five- 
houſes, built of wood; a part of which, 
where the church þ is fituated, is furronnd- 
ed with 4 ſquare enclofure of pallifades,- 
like that of Ingiga, but not ſo high or ſo 
thick. "The inhabitants amount to weber 


[907 10 
os A veſſel fp Okothk wa „ 
years ago. The whole cargo, conſiſting of proviſions,” was 
e nee 


+All the daes cs . * "and 1 Vat ae 
baptiſed. Theſe two ſettlemerits have but one prieſt, whoſe 
habitual reſidence is at Ingiga - He ſeldom makes the 
circuit of his diſtrict, which extends as far as the oſtrog of 
Tan the firſt place belomginifro me dioceſe of Okotſk. 


families, | | 
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families, whoſe mode of life 1s ler t » 
that of the Ruſſians. on | 


They ac a bt of making falt; that 
was new to me. The wood, which the ſea 
throws now and then upon the ſhore, is 
collected with the greateſt care. When 
it is dry, they burn it; the aſhes are after- 
wards boiled, and the ſediment which it 


JR LAY: 
Ie : 2 Vi 
s Two Find 8 * my 5 am, 
a troop of wandering Toungouſes had left 
this ſettlement. To conſole me under the | 
diſappointment of having miſſed them, 1 
Vas favoured with a ſight of the full dreſs, 
both of the men and women. They wear 
no chemiſes, but a kind of ſtomacher faſt- 
ened behind, and which deſcends to the 
Knees like an apron. It is embroidered 
with the hair of rein deer, and ornamented 
with glaſs beads of various colours, to which 
are 


4, 


IN KAMTSCHATKA, © 175 


are added at the bottom plates of iron and 
copper, and a conſiderable number of ſmall 
bells. Under this apron they wear a ſort 
of breeches, or pantaloon, made of ſkin, 
and their legs are covered with long boots, 
which have the hair on the outſide, and are 
embroidered. A long waiſtcoat covers their 
ſhoulders, to the extremities of the ſleeves 
of which gloves are faſtened, with an open- 
ing under the wriſt for the ſake of pulling 
them off more conveniently. This waiſt- 
coat, cloſe at the breaſt, and fitted to the 
ſhape, terminates near the middle of the 
thigh, and is alſo ornamented- with em- 
broidery and beads. From the ſmall of 
the back hangs a tail, two feet long, hut 
not very large. It is made of the hair off 
ſea wolves, died of different colours. The 
head dreſs is a ſmall round cap, Wk 
| widens a little on each fide to cover the ears. 2 
The, whole attire, in made of the in of 4 


: | 
I = 
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young deer, and trimmed with ſables, otters, 
e e e 
Tbe ger = SN is r ths 
ſame, except: that it has no tail or gloves, 
and that there is a ſmall opening in the 
croum of their caps of about two inches in 
diameter which is doubtleſs made for the 
A 


+ 8 is a ods of theſs 3 A 
winter they wear thick fur clothing; but 
cheir yourts, and to put on their worſt gar. 
ments; and upon the moſt trivial . 
eg entire naked, 


* 
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ol We felt dhe dey the force of the * 
which announced an approaching thaw, Of 
conſequence I furniſhed myſelf with plates of 
.  Whale-bone to be faſtened under the ſkates 

| of 
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of my fledges, in caſe And by 
the advice of the people of the country, 
founded on the experience of travellers in 
this ſeaſon of the year, I reſolved to travel 
in the night, and to reſt in the day, when 
the ſun” had moſt power. I came out of 
Vamſk at eleven - o'clock in the evening, 
. our caravan Se nine * n 


#*_ is 
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At FRY of day we found" ourſelves at 
the foot of a mountain, fifty werſts from 
| Yamſk. + The Koriacs have given it the 
name of : Babouſcbka, or grandmotber. The 
— they ſay, is the tomb of an old 
ſorcereſs, equally renowned and formidable. 
My guides maintained that it was the 
loftieſt mountain in this part of the world ; 

. . e e fears 9 195 to have 
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1 here as in 2 
ſchatka for common ſledges, . 
conſiſt of double the number of dog. | 
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magnified it, as, in my opinion, that of 


-  Villegui is much ſteeper, at leaſt I found 


more difficulty in aſcending it. Arrived at 
the top of the Babouſchka, they placed iron 
' cramps under their feet, in the form of 
ſmall tripods, and faſtened, tranſverſely un- 
der the ledges, tolerably large ſticks, in 
order to impede the velocity in deſcending. 
No farther care was neceſſary than that of 
guiding them with the ofcbtal, or ſtick point- 
ed with iron, and we came to the bottom 
without any accident. The inhabitants of 
the country however conſider this deſcent 
equalities are filled up with ſnow, which in 
that caſe become ſo many concealed and 
inevitable gulphs, and, I am inclined to be- 
ove, OY 1 


In all probability the dread which th 
ieee e + Ai 
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natural effect of their prejudice, they feel 


diſpoſed to acts of / gratitude the moment 


they find themſelves out of danger. T 
Koriacs who attended me were eager to 

tag up their offering, which conſiſted of 
{ſmall quantities of tobacco, ſcraps of fiſn, 
pieces of iron, &c. upon the ſummit where 
they ſuppoſe the ſorcereſs to ſleep. Others 
had left there before them old cramps of 
iron, knives, arrows, and broken arms. I per- 
Ceived a Tchouktchijavelinornamented with 
ivory, and I advanced to ſeize it with a view 
of keeping it, but the cry of my conductors 
ſtopped me. What would you do?” 
Aid one of them. Are you deſirous of 
„ ruiting us? Such a ſacrilege would 
draw down upon us the moſt dreadful 
* ealamities, and you would be unable to 
* purſue your journey.” At this apoſtrophe 
I could have laughed in the face of the 
timid Sy MT ſtood in need 
| NA f 
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of the ſuccour of theſe people. To con- 


tinue to merit it, it was neceſſary to re- 
ſpect their error, and I aſſumed therefore a 
becoming gravity; but no ſooner had they 
turned their backs, than I laid hold of this 
© terrible arrow, as a monument of their ab- 
< ſurd . 


20 The br village I came to was Srednoi. 
There is ſomething pictureſque in its ſitua- 
tion, which is upon the border of the ſea, 
at the entrance of a deep bay that loſes it- 


5 Felf in the land; by forming the channel of 


a ſmall river, the water of which i is always 

free from any brackiſh taſte. The Koriacs, 
- who inhabit it; received eme with cordiality. 
1 reſted myſelf for a few hours in one of 
the two yourts, which, with a number of 
magazines, conſtitute the whole oſtrog. The 
-yourts are conſtructed like thoſe of the fixed 
Koriacs, with this difference, that they are 
not ee, and that the entrance i is 


* 
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by a door upon a level with the ground. 4 . 
nn abound on theſe coaſts, and are the 
OE food of the inhabitants. 


I came away in bs evening ih i freſh 
dogs, and travelled eight werſts upon the 
river Srednoi. The ice, in various places, 
broke under our ſledges, but the hardineſs 
and ſkill of my guides extricated us from 
the difficulty. Obliged to go on ſhore to 
free the vehicles, they had the precaution to 
put on'their rackets, that they might have a 
more extenſive” footing on the ice. But the 
greateſt inconvenience in travelling on this 
river was occaſioned by the ſlipperineſs of the 
ice; our dogs were unable to ſupport them- 
2 e eee e e 

_— tons | ET © 464 


| -"Befiin ac eiche 46. we reached the 

oſtrog of Siglann, the laſt in the Koriac ter- 

7 1 8 which is upon a river of the ſame 
| Ng name. 
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name. It is ſeventy ſeven werſts from the 
preceding, and is neither larger nor more 
populous. It contains only one yourt; built 
like thoſe of the Yakoutes, the deſcription 
ef which I ſhall defer till my arrival with 
theſe people. I ſtayed at Stglann to arrange 
the ſkates of our ſledges, that is, to faſten 
plates of whale-bone under them, which 
the melting of the ſnow rendered neceſſary, 
and 1 e five ma in — 


- 1firftcralſod a ena 
| the village. It was large, and appeared to 
be 'well defended, except. at the ſouth and 
ſouth eaft; The whole coaſt is of confidera+ 
ble height, and the bay extends ſo far, that 
I was eight: hours: in gaining the weſtern 
cape. Farther on I found another curva+ 
ture not leſs conſiderable, called the Bay of 
Ota." In ſpite of the velocity of our pace, 
we were ten „ e eee 

m_ i ir n non of Ax 
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The 27, about three o'clock in the after- - 
noon-I ſtopt at Ola, a Toungouſe oſtrog, a 
hundred and fourteen werſis from Siglann, 
It is ſituated upon a {andy flat at the mouth 
of the river Ola, which, widening at this 
place, affords a {mall harbour, to the extre- 
mity of which the Toungouſes retire in the 
ſevere weather. They had quitted it two 
days before, and had taken poſſeſſion of the 
ten 3 make up the village, and in 
which they reſide as long as the warm wea- 
ther laſts. RM 


| Theſe yourts are not formed under- 

ground, like thoſe of the Kamtſchadales and 
the majority of the fixed Koriacs ; they are 
alſo longer and of a ſuperior conſtruction. 
The walls are ſupported by thick poſts, and 
there is a narrow opening at the top of the 
roof, that extends from one end to the 

other ; the fire place is in like manner of 


the ſame length as the houſe, Eight feet 
| N4 | above 
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above the fire, which is kept in during the 
whole ſummer, they hang upon croſs beams 
their ſtock of fiſh and ſea wolves, in order 
to dry and ſmoke them, and this indeed 1s 
the chief advantage of theſe buildings. By 
means of two doors in oppoſite ſides of the 
yourt, they are able to introduce whole 
trees and enormous pieces of wood, with 
which the fire is ſupplied. Each family 
have their bed in little diſtinct huts in the 
ſides of the building. The yourt I entered 
was divided into apartments, the walls of 
which conſiſted. merely of prepared fiſh 
ſkins, ſewn together, and ſtained with dif- 
ferent colours. This ſingular tapeſtry has 
by no means a diſagreeable appearance. 


The winter yourts are round, and built 
upon the ground like the ſummer ones. 
The walls are conſtructed of large beams, 
placed perpendicularly, and the cover- 
ing is inclined like the roofs among us, 
rs | * „ 
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with a hole in the top for the evaporation _ 
of the ſmoke. They have a door, the bot- 
tom of which is upon a level with the found- 
ation. Some of them have within a kind 
of corridor, which breaks the column of 
0 ec l e e ee | 

| | r 
The ent of my. cnt at Ola, I was 
viſited by a number of women, ſome dreſſed 
in the Ruſſian, and others in the Toun- 
gouſe mode. Expreſſing my ſurpriſe at 
ſeeing them ſo fine, was informed that it | 
was the village feaſt ; it was alſo, I under 
ſtood, a part of their coquetry to appear in 
their beſt attire before ſtrangers. Of their 
moſt eſteemed ornaments, embroideries of | 
glaſs beads ſeem to have the preference. Some 
of them are wrought with tolerable taſte ; 
among others, I obſerved one on the boot 5 
of a young girl that had an admirable air 
of lightneſs; it 'concealed in no reſpect the 
beauty of the leg, that was covered with a 


186 ens 
kind of pantaloon of ſkin, eee | 
ee HEM RE; t ä 

reds: A Kriking' re lens between 
the Ruſſians and Toungouſes; they have 
ſimilar features and the ſame language. 
The men are ſtrong and well made; ſome 
of the women have an Afiatic appearance, 
but not the flat nofe and broad face of the 
Kamtſchadales and the majority of the Ko- 
charaReriſtic qualities of theſe people. It 
was not from a defect of zeal, on their part, 
that I did not /procure the ſuccour I want- 
ed; but their ability was ſo fmall, that they 
en per OO of ee 


| Upon dag: this RO na 
on the fea. The ice embaraſſed us con- 
 fiderably in the courſe of the-night, and the 
frequent cracks which we heard under us, 
were not calculated to diſpet our fears. 
heal © $5 80 At 
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At break of day we reached the main 
land, in order to ſurmount a ſteep pro- 
montory. Our way was ſo complicated, 
that we had allowed ourſelves ſeven hours 
to gain the ſea again, but the deſoent was 
and it was neceſſary to make ourſelves a 
One of my guides, ſuffering himſelf to de- 
ſcend like the reſt, by the mere foros of the 
ſlope, from the top of the mountain to the 
bottom, was overturned by the ſhock of a 
ſledge, which ſtruck againſt him juſt as he 
was turning an angle. He endeavoured to 
lay hold of the trunk of a tree, and unfor- 
tunately fell upon the pointed end of his 
ſtick, which entered his fide; he had alſo 
received a violent blow in the head, and we | 
were 3 e e e 


; Ace fuck of mee we had anon 
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ther perplexity, occaſioned by the ſea being 
broken up. How great had been our riſk 
during the night! My conductors were 
terrified at it equally with myſelf. « What 
« will become of us, cried” they? © It is 
* now that we have the: moſt alarming 
'  *« dangers to encounter.” Diſſembling my 
uneaſineſs, I attempted to encouraged them. 
We continued our courſe for ſome time 
along the ſhore; a melancholy ſilence pre- 
walled among my people, whoſe counte- 
: eee e of conſternation. | 
8 vo about half an hour the perſon at the 
- Head of the file ſuddenly ſtopped, exclaim- 
ing that it was not poſſible to proceed any 
farther.” I conceived-at firſt that his terror 
_ magnified the difficulties, and I ſent my 
boldier Golikof with one of the moſt ex- 
perienced of my guides to examine our ſi- 
tuation. They quickly came back, and con- 


| : fklrmed the ill tidings. Golikoff adviſed: that 
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.. we ſhould return, and endeavour to find a 
way by land, but my guides rejected his 
counſel, declarihg that it was nearly impoſ- 
ſible-to aſcend, on this ſide, the mountain 
ve had juſt paſſed, and that even if we ſac- 
ceeded, the route would be too conſiderable, 
and alſo too dangerous on account of the 
rapidity of the thaw, and their little ac- 
quaintance with the country. They con- 
cluded by propoſing to us to abandon our | 
ſledges, to ſelect the moſt valuable part of 
my property, and to croſs the bay by leap= _ 
ing from one ſheet of ice to another. But 
the current began to put them in motion, 
and the ſea was covered with iſolated pieces; 

it may be ſuppoſed therefore that I felt no | 
great inclination to adopt this mode of tra- 
yelling; to which however the people of the by 
country are frequently reduced. I knew 
not what plan to follow; at length I re- 
ſolved to try myſelf if L could not find ſome _ | 
Practicable path along the ſhore, 4 
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A chain of rocks, which, through its 
whole extent, preſents to the ſea a flat per- 
pendicular ſurface, and confequently with- 
out the leaſt appearance of ſtrand, was the 
deſcription of the ſhore I viſited. The ſea, 
in carrying off the mountains of ice which 
had concealed its ſurface, had left a horizon- 
tal cruſt ſuſpended to the ſide of this enor- 
mous wall, which was not more than two 
feet wide, frequently not more than one, 
and ſcarcely one foot in thickneſs. Eight 
feet below this ſort of cornice, you ſaw the 

waves beating againſt the rock, and innu- 
merable ſhelves that the eye diſcovered in 
che ſea, and that ſeemed about ten feet be- 
low its ſurface. | 5 


K 


. l theſe clſervations 20als- 
courage me, but immediately committed 
5 myſelf to this perilous cornice. Embol - 
dened by its ſolidity, I advanced ſoftly in a 
n face turned towards 
74 the 
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he rock. It offered no hold to the hands, 
but only now and then a narrow cavity, ; 
into which I threw myſelf to recover breath; 
after having paſſed the gaps of the cruſt, | 
« which continually preſented themſelves to 
my ſteps, the ice being in certain places 
completely waſhed away, and a breach 
left of two or three feet in length. At 
firſt I muſt confeſs I felt myſelf intimidated, 
and did not leap them without trembling: 
the leaſt error in poſition, the mot trifling 
accident would have deſtroyed me. My 
companions could not have relieved, not 
even ſo much as have ſeen me. This pro- - 
progreſs continued for three quarters of an 
hour, at. the end of which I reached the 
had I arrived than I forgot the dangers of 
de way to think only of my diſpatches. 1 
had left them under the care of my foldiers, 
but I alone could undertake to ſave them. 
ee 
and 
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and proud of my diſcovery, I did not heſi- 
tate to return upon my ſteps. _ 


My people condemned my conduct; which 
they conſidered as raſhneſs, and expreſſed 
their aſtoniſhment at ſeeing me again. I 
concealed not from them that the way was 
hazardous; but as no accident had hap- 
pened to me, why, I aſked, ſhould you be 
« deterred from following me? I will once 
more make the attempt, and I hope upon 
« my return to find you free from appre- 
4 henſion, and * to imitate my ex- 
«" ample.” A 7 


I immediately took up my port-folio, 
and the box that contained my diſpatches. 
My two ſoldiers Golikoff, and Nedarezoff, 
whoſe dexterity I had already experienced, 
- conſented/to accompany me. Without their 
aſſiſtance it would, I believe, have been im- 
poſſible to ſave this precious depoſit; we 
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carried it in turn, exchanging it from one 
to another, He that had laſt received it, 
for inſtance, who always marched foremoſt 
upon this narrow parapet, threw! it ſud- 
denly into a hollow place of the rock, ad 
vancing at the ſame time a few ſteps; the 
others came after him, took up his burthen, 
and relieved themſelves from it hy the ſame 
manceuvre. I cannot expreſs what I felt 
during this operation; at every ſtride of the 
bearer over the gaps of the path, I imagin- 
ed 1 ſa my box ready to fall into the ſea; 
Twenty times it was upon the point of eſs 
caping from our hands, and I felt my very 
blood curdle as if 1 had ſeen death itſelf 
gaping under my ſteps. Indeed I am not 
able to ſay what would have been the effect 
of my deſpair, if 1 had had the misfortune to 
loſe it. I knew not a moment's eaſe till I had 
depoſited this ſolemn charge in a place of 
51 my 8 was then as 8 a ns 11 

. - 0 This 
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This ſecond ſucceſs inſpired me with ſo 
much confidence, that I no longer doubted 
of the poſſibility of tranſporting our ledges 
in the ſame manner. I communicated my 
ideas to my ſoldiers: animated by my ex- 
ample, and by the event of their firſt expe- 
riment, they cheerfully returned with me 
for this new undertaking. By my order 
they had unharneſſed a part of the dogs; 
they now faſtened to the four corners of the 
ſledges long thongs of leather which I di- 
rected to be held by thoſe who were before 
and behind the vehicle. We preſently found 
the utility of this precaution; our ſledges 
were ſometimes wider than the parapet, and 
of conſequence only reſted on one ſkate, ſo 


that the load 'muſt have overturned them 
into the water if they had not been ſtrongly 
ſupported; at other times the ice, as I have | 
fad, was entirely gone, when it was neceſ- 
ſary to give them a ſudden elevation in or- 
der to preſerve their equilibrium. The muſ- 

cular 
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cular arms of my guides were ſcarcely equal 
to the weight, and it was ſometimes as much 
as all of us could do to keep one another 
from falling. It was to no purpoſe, for us 
to grapple the rock; it was perpetually to 
be feared that one of us ſhould draw in the 
other, or that the ice ſhould ſuddenly fail 
under our feet. We however ſuffered no- 


2x the neee e 


| 1 once more 16 fotch the reſt 
of our dogs. It ſeemed as if theſe poor 
animals judged better than ourſelves of the 
extent of the danger, ſo much did they 
bark and draw back, particularly at the dif- 
ficult paſſages. It was to no purpoſe to 
cheer them with our voice, it was neceſſary 
to ſtrike them, or to pull them rapidly after 
us. There were four of them, who from 
aukwardneſs or terror, could not leap like 


. reſt. The firſt periſhed in our ſight 
Os Voithout 


8 7 


4 | 

- without the poſſiþility of our aſſiſting him , 
| the ſecond: remained ſuſpended by his fore 
| feet; one of my guides, ſupported by his 
comrade and leaning forward, was fortunate 
_ enough to fave him; the other two were 

fſupported by their e de 
| ee, 


Theſe various bee back ward _ 
forward occaſioned us ſeven hours inceſſant 
labour and apprehenſion. We were no 
fooner out of danger than we returned 
thanks to heaven like fo many perſons eſ- 
ther with tranſport, as if each had owed to 
his companion the preſervation of his life. 
In ſhort; our eee 
- is peck — 50 
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fold for leſs than five. | 
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We made all poſſible haſte to remedy 
the diſorder of our equipage, and imme- 
diately proceeded on a flinty ſtrand, the 
breadth and ſolidity of which relieved us 
from all diſquietude. In about two hours, 
at a little diſtance from the oſtrog of Ar- 
mani, we met a number of ſledges return» 
ing empty to Ola, and which of courſe could | 
have no other way than that which we had 
juſt paſſed. We informed the conductor 
of the difficulty, and wiſhed them equal 
n. hint yin! bnu olive 228 4 W 


The village of Armani is eighty werſts 
from Ola. It conſiſts merely of two yourts, 
a ſummer and a winter one, ſituated by a 

river of the ſame name. We paſſed on 
to the houſe of a Yakout, three hundred 
paces farther, where, it was ſaid, I ſhould 
find a better lodging. It was a yourt in 
the middle of a large wood of fir trees, and 
ME Os l 
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In his abſence his wife received me with 
the utmoſt cordiality. She offered us milk, 
and a-ſouriſh beverage made chiefly of 
mare's milk, called koumouſs. Its taſte was 
by no means diſagreeable; and my Ruſſians, 
in ſpite of their ſuperſtitious averſion for 
every kind of food that comes from the 
© horſe, highly reliſhed it. The huſband ar- 
rived-while this was paſling, who was a ve- 
nerable-old man, but as yet full of health 
and vigour. Informed of the object of my 
| journey by his wife, and my ſoldier Goli- 
koff,, who, being a native of Yakoutſk, 
ſerved as interpreter, 'my- hoſt inſtantly 
cleaned the moſt diſtinguiſhed place in the 
room that I might repoſe: myſelf. I was 
awaked by. the lowings of the herd 
A bull, and a number of calves, divided the 
apartment with me. Notwithſtanding this 
| rompany, there was an appearance of clean- 
lineſs, and Wee — and wholeſome. 
1 8. This 
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This Vakout does not paſs his time like the 
Koriacs and Kamtſchadales, in catching and 
preparing fiſh, a ſpecies of food upon which 
he ſets little value; hunting, and the care 
of his cattle, occupy his whole attention, 

and ſupply all his wants. Beſides his herd, 
he has alfo ten horſes, which he uſes for 
various purpoſes, and which are kept in an 
incloſure at a little diſtance from the yourt. 

Every thing about this habitation has an air 
of eaſe, and ereates in the ſpectator tran- 
quil and cheerful feelings. I know not 
whether the ſight of the herd, the appear- 
ance of plenty, or the excellence of the mill 
proviſions communicated-ſome charm to our 
repaſt, but I conceived it to be the moſt 


ſumptuous 1 had made for a conſiderable 


time. The maſter of the houſe had the 
kindneſs before my departure to add an 
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ſatisfiedd with each other. I travelled the 
Whole night, and arrived in the morning at 
the fort of Taouſk, being a diſtance of 
forty-two werſts. This oſtrog, where, in 
conformity to the plan we had laid down, 
we ſpent the day, is ſituated on the river 
Taon. It contains twenty ilbas, a ſmall 
church ſerved by the vicar of Okotſk, and 
2 building for the reception of tributes, 
ſurrounded by paliſades in the form of baſ- 
tions. Twenty Yakouts, two chiefs, and 
ſome other Koriacs, who, attracted by the 
conſiſts of fifteen ſoldiers, commanded by a 
ſerjeant named Qkhotin, at whoſe houſe J 
| n "_ en — ae 


on e eee demghate ate 
of Gorbe, peopled by Vakouts, and a ſmall 
number of Koriacs. At break of day we 


va aan of the ov. We had for ſome time 
onen | | journeyed 
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journeyed upon the banks of the Taon, 


and gradually we advanced farther into the 


land. During 1 and à May, we travelled 
through fields, and upon the river Kava, 
| without: A 4 e habitation. + 

i — NATO 
about to halt in the middle of: a wood of 
fir trees, a gale of wind roſe, accompanied 
with a heavy ſnow. My tent, ſuſpended over 
the ſledges containing our baggage, ſerv- 
ed us for a ſhelter. But it was neoeſſary to 
have a fire. My oonductors, who undertook 
to procure wood, were buried as high as 
their waiſts in ſnow, and even with their 
rackets they ſunk up to their knees. In the 
afternoon the wind changed, and the ſky 
became clear. We immediately mounted 
our ſledges, but the depth of the ſnow ob- 
. weer turns to ene paſſage 
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In the morning of 4 May, we paſſed over 
the mountain of Ine, two hundred and 
twenty werſts from Taonſk. It may be com- 
pared in height to that of Babouſchka. 
When at the ſummit, the cold pierced us to 
ſuch a degree that we ſtopped to kindle a 
fire. In about five hours we came again to 
the ſea,” which we left at a ſhort diſtance 
from the village of gt arrived in 
OT eee e r Yoo & 4; 


This de is en is th 
Station as is peopled by Ruſſians and 
Vakouts, whoſe habitations are iſbas and 
yourts. They have the care of a ſtud of 
two hundred horſes, which we had an op- 
portunity of ſeeing, ten werſts from the 
village. I intended to have changed my 
team, and ſat ↄff again immediately, but I 
was detained by the difficulty of procuring 
dogs. The chief of the place was dead 
_ and it 4 apes after an hour's 


impor- 
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importunity and ſearch that we were able 
to PO ct e 
bu 4 a, 
a 8 ban 14 0 that 
Lmight make the greater ſpeed, I had left 
my equipage under the care of my faithful 
Golikoff. with orders to follow me as quick- 
ly as poſſible, I paſſed two yourts inhabited 
by Yakouts and Toungouſes. The name 
of this hamlet is Oulbè. Farther on I met 
a number of convoys with flour, which was 
to be diſtributed in the neighbouring vil- 
lages, and made into biſeuits to ſupply the 
ſhips of M. Billings, of whom I ſhall pre- 
ſently have occaſion to ſpea cg 


We came again upon the coaſt, and I 
travelled forty-ſeven werſts without quit- 
ting it, during which time I ſaw a number of 
ſea wolves, and a whale driven upon the 
ſhore. | At the top of the mountain called 
| Marikann, that is at the diſtance of twenty- 
Fen five 


2s Ars 
five werſts, I had the pleaſure to diſcover 
the town of Okotſk,-but I was attacked by 
a gale of wind that made me apprehenſive 
of a new delay. Regardleſs of every thing 
but my impatience, I continued my route, 
f reſolving to brave all accidents. My cou- 
rage however was not put to the teſt; 
before we reached the ſhore the weather 
was calm, and I was able to ſatisfy my 
curioſity by examining the wreck of a 
veſſel that was driven on the coat. Having 
_ with trepidation, the river Okho- 
ta, I enteted Okotſæ 3 May, at four 
comets in the:afternoon, dende + 
by Nedarezoff- of; 946. ii. 


. Vaighted- at the houſe of major Kokh, 


x veſted with the command in the abſence of 


M. Kaſloff, whoſe arrival with me he had long 
N The prone s leeter informed 
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5 * » The ice dein under my Nllge at every ep. 
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him of the cauſe of our ſeparation, and I 
gave him a brief account of the melancholy 


circumſtances attending it. I haſtened | to 


pay my compliments to Madame Kaſloff, 
and deliver the packets entruſted to my care, 
dut ſhe was in the country four werſts from 


Okotſk, and I was ſo fatigued that M. Rod 
- would not permit me to wait upon her that if: 
day. An expreſs was ſent off with the let- 


ters, and my apologies, and I fixed on the 


next day for my viſit. Preſuming that 1 


principally ſtood in need of repoſe, the major 
obligingly conducted me to the apartment 
deſtined for me in the houſe of M. Kaſloff. 
I found every convenience of which I had 


been deprived ever ſince my departure from 
Ingiga. In the fpacs of three ſuindredand 


ſiſty leagues I had not, except once at 


Vamuiſk, Ilept in a bed. 


Vifited by M. Kokh, and the principal offi- 


cers n 
- 
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_ As ſoon as I roſe in the morning I-was 
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legretti, ſurgeon to the expedition of M. 
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en enen M.A 


Billings, was among them. From the faci- 


a lity with which he ſpoke the French lan- 


guage; I ſhould have taken him for a coun- 
tryman, if he had not, upon introducing 


Himſelf, informed that he was an Italian, 


My meeting with him was the more fortu- 
nate, as the pain in my breaſt had returned. 
I heſitated not to conſult him, and am hap- 


py in having an opportunity to declare, 


that to his ſkill, and che care he beſtowed 
upon me during my ſtay, I am indebted 


| __ * Aue eee — 


M. Kokh cages me to his houſe to 
dinner; where I had-an opportunity of be- 
coming better acquainted with him“. His 

* M. Kokh was born in Germany, and ſpoke the Ruſ- 


Fai labgiudge as fiuentiy as his own; he wanted only confi- 
dence to, expreſs himſelf equally well jn French. He had 


2102 long 
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| kindneſs extended ſo far as to form a 
thouſand plans of amuſement, which he 
was eager to communicate with the hope 


of inducing me to make ſome ſtay with 


If my duty had not prohibited every vo- 
luntary delay, I could not eafily have re- 
ſiſted the urgency of his invitations, and the 
faſcinating pleaſure of his ſociety ; but faith- 
ful to my truſt, it was neceſſary to ſacrifice 
my inclinations and my repoſe to the rapi- 


dity of my journey. I convinced my hoſt 


of this, and yielding to my reaſons, he be- 


came ſatisfied with my eagerneſs to quit 
him, and even ſeconded my zeal by aſſidu- 
ouſly providing the means Wes ** 


= — — to this ſettlement with his wife And three chil. 
dren, where he lives in peace, ſurrounded by bis little fa 


mily, rich in the public eſteem, and happy in the opportu· 
= __} his Lare oſs him of Yoing ; good. » 
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The rain had been inceſſant ſince my ar- 

rival, and the people who were ſent out to 
examine the roads, conceived them to be 
impaſſable, at leaſt with dogs. From their 
report, the daily increaſe of the thaw. de- 
prived me of all hope of advancing farther, 
unleſs by means of rein deer, and M. Kokh 
therefore ſent an expreſs to a horde of wan- 
few: . before, to procure mea , 


ringing: taken theſe meaſures, che agen 
accompanied me to Boulguin, the country 
houſe of Madame Kaſloff; who received me as 
the friend of her huſband, and the compa- 
nion of his dangers. The object of her af- 
flections was the ſubject of our whole con- 
verſation. She demanded an account of all 
our difficulties at the period of our ſepara- 
tion. It was in vain that I attempted to 
ſoften in my "deſcription fuch circumſtances 


arl't ; | 8 
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as were calculated to impreſs themſelves too 
forcibly ;. her ſenſibility told her that it was 
from an unwillingneſs to give her pain, and 
it only alarmed. her the more. I did not 
well know how to conſole her, for I was 
not myſelf without anxiety reſpecting this 
valuable man; -but. aſſiſted by M. Kokh, 
I aſſumed with tolerable ſucceſs an air of 
ſerenity. I had recourſe to conjectures; 
and the major, on his part, mentioned 
a variety of conſoling expedients; and at 
laſt we reſtored. tranquillity to the mind of 
this affectionate wife, by flattering her with 
the ſpeedy arrival of M. Kaſloff. This 
lady was born at Okotſk, and appeared to 
have had the beſt education; ſhe ſpoke the 
| French language with elegance. In the ſo- 
itude of her retreat, her chief happineſa 
was placed in educating a daughter about! 
three years old, the nme 
| * ERM I nag QT. 2 le 
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Having made all my viſits to the officers 
of the garriſon, I returned to Boulguin to 
dine with Mrs. Kaſloff, as I had promiſed, 
when ſhe gave me letters to her relations 
at Moſcow, . 2 "ANY 


The eee arrived, but he 
had not been able to overtake the Toun- 
of courſe our hope of rein deer. Meanwhile 
it ſeemed neceſſary that I ſhould not defer 
my departure, as the roads became worſe 
every day. The longer I wait, faid I to 
myſelf, the Jeſs capable ſhall I be of reach- 
ing the orols of Yudoma before the rivers 
are entirely broken up, and the greater will 
de the riſk of my being ftopped by the 
foods. Filled with theſe refletions,' 1 re- 
newed my entreaties that M. Koh weald 
allow me to proceed. It was in vain he al- 
A e many td circumſtances 
guly Em I fhonld 
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I ſhould experience, the obſtacles I ſhould 
encounter, the dangers to. which I ſhould 
be expoſed, from the ſeaſon being too far 
advanced to travel with ſledges; I perſiſted 


in my reſolution. At laſt he complied, and 


promiſed to give the neceſſary orders, that 

nothing might prevent my ſetting off the 
next day, upon condition that I would re- 
turn the moment I found myſelf in any 
immninent danger. I was glad to obtain my 
liberty, and conſented to all that he pro- 
poſed. I ſpent the remainder of the day in 
walking about the' town in order to give a 
deſcription of it, accompanied by a number 
of perſons who were able to aſſiſt my en- 
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Longer than it is wide, the town of Okotſk 


extends nearly in a direct line from eaſt to 


welt; the ſea is at the ſouth within a hum 


dated yards of the houſes, and the interval 


e ues of a flinty ſtrand; at the 


P 2 north 
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north the walls are waſhed by the Okhota; 
to the eaſt is the mouth of this river, that 
is, at the extremity of a neck of land upon 
_ which: the town is built, and that extends 
from thence to the weſt. The town has 
nothing in it extraordinary; the ſtructure 
of the houſes has little variety, as they are 
only iſbas, a few of which, ſituated to the 
eaſt, are larger and more commodious than 
the reſt, and are deſtined for the uſe of the 
officers. M. Kokh lives at the other end 
of the town; the gate of his court yard 
opens into the high ſtreet, the regularity 
of which is broken by a ſquare, in which 
are the houſe of the governor, and the ſeſ- 
ſions-houſe, both of them under the ſame 
roof. Oppoſite to them is the guard-houſe, 
and on the left ſide of the ſquare the pariſh 
church. Theſe buildings have no very 
Iplendid appearance. They were formerly 

till ſome veſtiges. The remains of a gate 
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ta the weſt of the government houſe, ſhews | 

that this was what they: called a fortreſs, 
Behind it is a ſtreet reaching almoſt to the 
river, inhabited by tradeſmen, whoſe ſhops, 
regularly arranged, line each ſide of the 
ſtreet. r nr cite 0 517 1s ber 


o ». * 
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The port is ſo very inſignificant; that I 
could not have called it hy this name, if 1 
had not counted in it ſeven or eight veſſels 


or galliots, ſome of them belonging to the 
crown, and others to merchants, who carry 


on a fur trade with America. The port is 
to the eaſt, almoſt at the extremity of the 


town, and near the river, by a kind of ap- 


pendage to which it is formed. Upon the 


invitation of M. Hall, lieutenant in the 


navy, I accompanied him to the dock to ſee 


two ſmall ſhips that were building for the 


lingso n The failors, ſoldiers, and carpen- 


20 . P 3 | able 


voyage of diſcovery intruſted to M. Bils 


ters, had been ſent out at a very conſider- 


— — — 
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able expence; and the armament, which 
goes eee coſt the aupreſn an 
1111 — 


3 bm M. Kokh had 


made all the preparations for my depart- 
ure, and 10 May in the evening 1 my 
Nedges being loaded and harneſſed, I took 
leave of him and the reſt of the officers, 
who expreſſed their deſire of ſeeing me 
Den, ·˙ . vo lp, 


N 
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- My. conipany” was augmented by two 
men, who were to ſerve me as pilots on the 


river Yudoma; I travelled all night, not- 


withſtanding the wretched ſtate of the 
roads, which correſponded with the report 
that had been made. They were com- 
pletely covered with water, and in ſome 
places, the woods in particular, it reached 
to che bolhes of our dogs. The wind on- 
tinned ſouth, the ſky became more c ouded, 


and 
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emd every thing r 
e eee | 


ik the mean time, W erolſed the 
river Okhota, I arrived without accident 
to the village of Medvejé-golova, or bear s- 
bead, which is forty-five werſts from Okotſk, 
and is inhabited by Ruſſians and. Yakouts, 
Ventered-very early in the, morning, but 
our dogs were ſo weary that I was obliged 
to ſpend the day and even the night there, 

n ee e en, 


1 bad dt to be it Moundoukan, the 
next day, which is twenty werſts from the 
preceding oſtrog. Half way a part of our 
dogs refuſed to draw, and we reluctantly 
ventured upon a rivet that ſeemed to of- 
fer us a more commodious, way. We had 


heard a ſudden crack under our ledges ; 


3 felt myſelf. gently fink, 
85 p 4 but 


16 nA 


but a piece of ice ſtill kept me up. It 
broke a ſecond time, and my ſkates became 
almoſt inviſible. Every effort to extricate 
myſelf would have been fruitleſs,” as the 
leaſt motion muſt have carried me forward 
and plunged me into the water. Fortu- 
nately it was only four feet deep; by their 
exertions, my people at laſt drew me from 
my embaraſſment, but they were nearly 
as much in want of aſſiſtance themſelves. 
Deaf to the remonſtrances of my con- 
ductors, I was deſirous of proceeding, but 
we ſoon found it neeſlary mutually to aid 
each other in the bank. Mean- 
while the ſnow melted ſo rapidly, that our 
dogs paddled in the water without advanc- 

ing a ſtep, and fell one enen 
hauſted with fatigue. © | | 
Among W en en, 5 50 
M. Kokh had given me for my better ſe- 
curity. His, reputation for oourage and 
N led me to n. him as my 
> compaſs 
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eompaſs and guardian, and 1 kept my eye 
fixed upon him, obſerving his motions and 
ſtudying his countenance, / which had hi- 
therto been inflexibly compoſed: In the 
midſt of the murmurs of the reſt of my 
company, he had not uttered a word nor 
altered a muſcle of his face; fo as to diſco- 
ver any emotion. I naturally conſtrued this 
filence into a diſavowal of the fears with | | 
which they attempted to fill me, and his 

tranquillity as an encouragement to go on. 
Never had my aſtoniſhment been greater 
than to ſee him ſuddenly ſtop, proteſting 
that he would not proceed a ſtep farther. 1 
interrogated him, and urged him to explain 
himſelf. I can no longer be ſilent,“ -he- 
anſwered, © influenced by a ſentiment of 
« vanity, and a deſire to diſplay ſuperior 
* courage, I have hitherto withheld from 
giving my, opinion reſpecting the hazard- 
© ons- meaſure you are deſirous of purſu- 
| © WE but the more I admire your. intre- 
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« pidity, the more I think myſelf bound to 
««-prevent- the fatal conſequences it may oc- 
« cafion, and to inform you of the many 
« dangers and obſtacles. that will every in- 
E ſtant ſpring up before you. The ma- 
« jority of the rivers are already diſencum- 
bered of their ice, and could you fo far 
* ſucceed as to paſs them, you would ſoon 
be overtaken and ſurrounded by the 
« floods. What will then be your reſonrce ? 
To ſeek an aſylum on a mountain or in a 
«-foreſt, if you ſhould be fortunate enough 
to meet with one. Like the inhabitants* 
« of theſe cantons in ſuch circumſtances, can 
you build yourſelf a cabin on the tops 

of the trees, there to remain a fortnight 
or three weeks till the waters ſhall fub- 
* ſide? And are ow ſure that even in this 


” FAS 


3 „ pom —4 to ſuch puns e — — _ in 
mis ſkafbn of the year, they aſcend the lofticft trees, where 
they fabricate With the branches a kind ef hut called {ab- 
axis; but it often happens that the torrents do not _ 


. 
pig ” « lofty 
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* lofty retreat they will not reach you, or 

«force you down, together with the tree 
« that ſerves as your ſupport ? Are you ſure 
that your ſtock of proviſions will preſerve 
* you, during this interval, from the appre- 
t henfions of famine? If this ſummary view 
«of the calamities that await you are not 
r ſufficient to intimidate you, proceed; you 
* are your own maſter; I have done my 
0 70 and muſt AY leave. We e 
This blunt remonſtrance, and the . 
ble prediction it contained, did not fail to 
make a ſtrong impreſſion on my mind, and 
I conſidered that I could not do better than 
return immediately to Okotſk, from which 
ve oY a warnte a 


* 0 9 - 4 7.5 A «25 we - 


We n Medvej6-golova i | 
evening, where I ſtayed till four o clock in 
the afternoon of the next day. From 
thence to the river Okhota I felt no other 
22 | | incon- 
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inconvenience than that of travelling very 
ſlowly, but to compenſate for this ſhort re- 
ſpite, we experienced, wen we came to 
croſs the river, new perils and new alarms. 
J confeſs that I was equally terrified with 
my people, and dared neither meaſure with 
my eye the width of the river, nor loſe 
ſight for a moment of the trace of my 
ſledge. The inſtability; of the ice, which 
was moved up and down by the current, 
made me apprehenſive that it could not 
bear the weight of ſo many paſſengers, and 
I expected every inſtant that an abyſs would 
open and ſwallow up ſome of us. At 
length having gained the bank, we counted 
over the company one after another, to 
convince ourſelves that no one was loſt, 
and the pleaſure of having eſcaped this 
tremendous danger, gave wings to the re- 
mainder of our journey elit, rho 
a arrived "TN at nous. 
+287 06: 4) 80. Enn e twat 
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800 ſpeedy a return, occaſioned ſome 
pleaſantries on the part of M. Kokh and 
the other officers; each reminded me of his 
prediction; but I was leſs confuſed at the 
Folly of my attempt, than mortified and 
diſtreſſed at its failure. I calculated with 
grief that my ſtay in this town would not 
perhaps be leſs than a month. Engroſſed 
by a thouſand melancholy ideas, I was for 
ſome time incapable of returning anyanſwer 
to the demonſtrations of joy and friendſhip 
which were heaped upon me. All the ob- 
ſtacles I had met with from my firſt landing 
at the port of Saint Peter and Saint Paul, 
occurred at once to my mind, and I con- 
ceived that the invincible hand of fate op- 
poſed itſelf to the ſucceſs of my embaſſy. 
It was to no purpoſe that I employed every 
means of being expeditious; it was to no 
purpoſe that I had puſnhed my zeal to ruffr- 


neſs, and on many occaſions hazarded both 
my life and my diſpatches. What a. diſ- 
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| tance was I ſtill from Peterſburg! In the 
mean time ſix months are frequently known 
to be ſufficient for this journey; and a veſſel 
leaving Bolcheretſk in July; will, if it meet 
with no accident, commonly arrive at Okotſk 
in three weeks or a month, and ſometimes 
in twelve or fifteen days. From Okotſk to 
Yakoutſk, on horſeback, is only the buſineſs 
of a month, and in like manner from 
Yaloutſk to Irkoutſk, whether we ſail down 
the Lena, or ride along its banks. At 
Irkouſk it will probably be neceſſary to 
means of ſledges it is eaſy travelling to 
Peterſburg in a ſimilar portion of time; the 
ee eee cn 
rhe Keg 7 
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| eee ee en dn 
and deſpair, when I contraſted the tediout- 


neſs of my journey with this expeditious 
mode of travelling. Eight months had 
99 already 
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already elapſed, and I was no farther than 


Okotſk. It is true, I had no choice of ſeaſon, 
and had been detained nearly three months 


at Bolcheretſk ; obliged beſide to make by 


land the tour of the peninſula of Kamt- 
ſchatka, I had had to contend with tempeſts 
and a thouſand obſtacles, each more grievous 
than the preceding. Theſe delays had been 
equally involuntary and unavoidable; and 
though they may be pleaded in my juſ- 
tification, they do not remove the regret 
them, It is always diſtreſſing not to be 
able to execute the truſt repoſed in us, par- 


ticularly when it is known, that at a dif- 
ferent, ſeaſon, and under other circum- 
ſtances, the taſk would have been eaſy; but 
it is ſtill more diſtreſſing, when attended 


with the anxiety to ſee our native country 


and our deareſt friends. Such were the 
refle&tions which agitated my mind on my 
| TEAR, to Okotlk ; and for many, days they : 
0 | poiſoned 
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poiſoned the pleaſures' that every one was 
dieſirous of procuring me. At length, how- 
ever, the attentions I experienced, and the 
amuſements that poured in upon me on all 
ſides, diſpelled my chagrin, and there was 


no owe * merit in " a 


* 
* 


1 officers ede 5 
owed peculiar obligations to M. Loftſoff, 


_ Inſpector general. He gave inſtant orders 
that the beſt of their wretched horſes ſhould 

be collected from the environs; and kept in 
readineſs to ſet off at a moment's warning /. 
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This was TL n extreme 


weakneſs of theſe poor animals, who have no other ſuſte- 


nance, during the whole winter, than the branches of wil 


los, or birch trees. With ſuch nouriſhment, what ſer 


. to be expected from them To ſupport ſo long 
a faſt, they ſurely ſtand in need of the reſpite fron labour 


- which is commonly allowed them during this ſeafon of the 


yer; and even at the commencement of ſpring,” it is not 
prudent to make uſe of them till they have recovered their 
ſtrength by better paſture, The fields are no fooner freed 
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This precaution enabled me to ſeize the firſt 
favourable. opportunity, which, I. flattered 
myſelf, would be n than nin gave me 
dee to n EAA 
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Ulna Kaſlof; bed of: my btn; had 
be kindneſs to ſend me every day an abund- 
ance of milk, which ſhe knew had. been 
preſcribed by M. Allegretti, as the only 
food that could relieve my breaſt, | I was 
he more obliged by this attention, as it 
was not poſſible to n. 
at any en Al 04,985: e enn 

1 Anon W ian ne | | 

„i en doe Aires mri bet ieren 
debe. An expreſs from Ingiga in- 
formeqꝗᷓ us of M. Kaſloff's arrival in that ſet 
tlement; but he had brought no letter Toan 
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they ſpring out of the ground; rapid as che vegetation is i in 
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the governor ; and our joy ſoon gave place 
to anxiety; In what ſituation had he ar- 


rived? Why had he not written? His 


health perhaps would not permit him? We 
all queſtioned the meſſenger in turns, and 
it was with difficulty he could convince us | 
of his ſafety ; but the probability of his ac- 
count, its invariable uniformity, and our 
own: hopes, ſa natural, when the perſon in 


queſtion is dear to us, perſuaded us at laſt 


that our fears were vain; and in ſpite of 
my melancholy experience of the difficulties 


of the route, and the unfavourableneſs of 


the ſeaſon, blinded by my attachment, I 
frequently deceived myſelf, and leſſened the 
obſtacles, from wy deſire to ſee him before 


Okotfk being che ſeat of adminiſtration, 


and the entrepot of the Ruſſian commerce 


in this country, I found myſelf at the foun- 


tain head of * * theſe 


3 
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tubjests. The ſociety in which I lived, of- * 


fered me a thouſand opportunities of in- 
ſtruction, which it was impoſſible not to 
embrace. l firſt applied myſelf to the ſtudy 
of commerce, by enquiring into the cauſes 
that gave riſe to, that favoured and increaſed 
the enterpriſes of the Ruffian- colonies in 
this quarter of the world. I was aſſiſted 
in my enquiries by the moſt enlightened 
perſons and the beſt informed merchants; 
and to aſcertain the truth of their ac- 
counts, I frequently contraſted them with 
each other, and compared them with the 
aſſertions of Coxe, I beg leave to tranſcribe, 
in this place, the notes which I minuted 
down for my own information. If they + 
ſhould contain any details ſufficiently in- 
tereſting to obtain pardon for the digreſſion, 
I ſhall have gained my end, and be amply 
ts for = labour. 


"By the ane of A en ark & 
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Siberia, the Ruſſians came into' poſſeſſion of 
the fruitful mines with which it abounds, 
and which were held in no eſtimation by 
the inhabitants. To the extraction of iron, 
the conquerors added that of ſilver, gold, 
and other precious metals, the eternal ob- 
jects of the avarice of mankind. The dif- 
covery of theſe. ne ſources of wealth, en- 
[flamed the courage of the adventurers; the 

_ reſult was, that they were deſirous of ex- 
ttending their dominion ſtill farther, and 
their eager regards reached beyond Irkoutſł, 
which ought on this ide to m_ bowie 
Aeir empire. i319 [t 6 
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Upon their firſt incurſions into the neigh- 
gret, that they had not the ſame advantages 
to hope for. Nature appeared every where 
to have acted as a ftep- mother. The ſteri- 
lity of the ſoil, which equalled the rigour of 
the climate, and the 3 Noth of the ſa- 
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vage inhabitants, who were chiefly hunters, 
herdſmen, or ichthyophagi, men who ſubſiſt 
on fiſh, offered no flattering reſources to in- 


duſtry, and was directly calculated to check 


all ſpeculative ideas. But ingenious avarice 
knew how to acquire wealth even here. 
The view of the clothing of the ſavages, 
ſuggeſted inſtantly the idea of robbing them 
of it, and the emigrants calculated the poſ- 


fability of ſucceeding by the lure of ex- 


change, and the immenſe profit that would. 
accrue from this branch of commerce, when. 
it was once in their poſſeſſion. - | 


| 


As they proceeded farther to the eaſt of 


Afia, it was remarked that the furs were 


more beautiful; and this was ſufficient to 


perſuade Ruſſia that it was her intereſt and 
glory to ſubject every part of this vaſt coun- 


try to the obedience of her laws. Hitherto | 


it had been the theatre of the piracies of a 
herd of Coſſacs and Tartars, with whom 


23 ſome 


loſſes, and gave no time to the vanquiſhed 
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ſome Ruſſians, inſtigated by the ſame ſpirit | 
of plunder, had united themſelves. The 


 ſurceſs of their attempts being known, the 
allurement of riches attracted a greater 


number of emigrants, whoſe audacity in- 


_ . creaſed in proportion to the reſiſtance they 
met with from the indigenes. In vain had 


nature placed theſe ſavages in barren de- 
ſerts, in the midſt of foreſts, where their in- 
dependence ſeeined to be out of the reach 
of attack ; in vain had ſhe given them froſts, 


mountains, and ſeas of ice as barriers; every 
thing is ſurmountable by ambition, a rage 


for conqueſt, and a thirſt for riches. The 
courage of the natives incited them every 
day to freſh combats, but it could not fave 


them from oppreſſion ; the conquerors, if I 


may ſo ſpeak, ſprung up again in propor- 
tion as they periſhed in theſe bloody con- 


teſts, Frequent reinforcements, counte= 
nanced by the government, repaired theſe 


to 
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to recover from the ſurpriſe and ſhame of 
having yielded to a handful of foreigners, 
- whoſe uſurpations. became more enormous 
on every victory. By force of arms they 
were already maſters of the whole territory 
as far as Okotſk, and northward had a d- 

vanced to the banks of the Anadir. 


Jo ſecure ſo. many advantages, a ſyſtem 
of government and commerce was neceſſary; 
and immediately forts were conſtructed and 
towns built. Theſe eſtabliſhments, paltry 
as they were, opened an aſylum to Ruſſian, 
and other commercial ſpeculators, who were 
acquainted with the route through theſe pro- 
of their perilous expedition, and derive ſucr 
cour againſt the inſults of the primitive in- 
habitants, who were always dif PIO to 
throw off by yoke and make repriſals. 


3 


ee of th vet of ey 
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kind that were exerciſed againſt them, 
. doubtleſs without the knowledge of the 
court to which they were become tribu- 
tary, the natives frequently ſuffered ſtill 
farther from the treachery, cruelties, and 
all the exceſſes practiſed by ferocious con- 
querors, when intoxicated with ſucceſs, and 
goaded on by the abuſe of riches and power, 
and the hope of impunity. In practiſing 
theſe barbarities, individuals were embold- 
ened by the example of their ſuperiors, 
even of ſuch as were appointed to ſtop the 
diſorders, which became at laſt ſo enormous 
as to excite the indignation of the empreſs. 
The produce of the cuſtoms no longer flow- 
ed with equal abundance into the treaſury ; 
the tributes were either annihilated or di- 
miniſhed by the perſons appointed to col- 
lect them. Hence the frequent change of 
governors, whole: depravity or incapacity 
was juſtly accuſed, and merited at leaſt an 
- Inſtant recall. Hence the want of diſcipline 
ge -- SA among 
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among the troops, the confuſion of all order 
among the coloniſts, the daily accuſations, 
the murders, and all the crimes that anarchy 
engenders. | A LL i nnn 

It happened exactly the ſame at Kamt- 
ſchat ka, when a chief of the Coſſaes a reduc- 
ed the inhabitants of that peninſula to ſub- 
mit themſelves to the Ruſſian yoke.” How 
heavily did it at firſt bear upon them l how 
many troubles, how many depredations, 
inteſtine and cruel war ceaſed not till a bet. 
ter mode of b e- e e 


A new aa of things FEY * plas | 
the rights of the indigenes were more re- 
ſpected, the taxes were leſs arbitrary, every 
function was more faithfully diſcharged. 
Freed from the ſhackles that loaded 3 
merce began to proſper, ſpeculations m 


dgee * Chap. I. 
Mm tiplied, 


tiplied, the wealthy, merchants of Ruſſia 
ſent their factors to Okotſk, and this town 
became the metropolis to other ſettlements 
that gradually ſprung up. The eligibleneſs 
of its ſituation in the center of the con- 
quered provinces, gave it this preference, 
notwithſtanding the ſmallneſs of the port; 
but the navigation is almoſt entirely con- 
fined to coaſting, and the ſhips that trade 
to 0 are e e | 


The cargos which thay 8 N 
that is, the valuable ſkins obtained from 
the inhabitants by way of exchange, or as 
tribute, were afterwards ſent to the center 
of the empire, where they were ſold under 
the eyes, as it were, of government, and 
chiefly on its account, The caprice of 
the purchaſers, whether natives or fo- 
reigners, was the only ſtandard of the 
market: the art of the ſellers was direct- 
ee ed 


— 
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ed to raiſe the price of their merchandiſe ; 
but from the {kill of the one, and the 
eagerneſs of the other, no real benefit ac- 
crued, except to the revenue, in conſequence 
of the enormous duties levied upon every 
_ that is __ and fold. 


„mr 
the'number of merchant ſhips that arrived 
in and failed out of the port increaſed every 
day: more conſiderable connections _ 
ro re entantiye views. | 


ee eee eee mans 
them, paſſed from deſert to deſert to the 
very borders of China. After ſome warm 
conteſts, and a variety of treaties infringed 
and broken, it was at laſt ſettled that the 
two nations ſhould trade together on the 
frontiers. This privilege, which China had 
not granted to any of the neighbouring 
r 
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powers, was calculated to give to Ruſſian 
commerce * an unbounded | 


47 The merchants were no FE informed 
of this new market for the ſale of their 
furs, than they exerted themſelves to pro- 
cure a greater abundance. Their veſſels, 
entruſted to pilots choſen from government 


| ſhips; ſailed for the eaſt of Kamtſchatka. 


Theſe navigators, more daring than ſkilful, 
were fortunate beyond what they had rea- 
ſon to expect; they not only diſcovered 
ſome unknown iſlands, but returned from 
their voyage loaded with ſo conſiderable a 
cargo of moſt beautiful ſkins, that the court 
of Peterſburg conſidered herſelf as bound 


X; I eee aces 
theſe diſcoveries. 


L might here give eee een . 
and nature of the commercial alliance between theſe two 
empires; but as the caravans ſent by the Ruſſians to Kiatka, 


commonly atlemble at Irkoutſk, I ſhall defer it till my ar- 


rival at that ſettlement, where I ſhall perhaps acquire till, 


Reſolved 


© more accurate information, 
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/, Reſolved to purſue them, from the hope 
of one day adding theſe iſlands to the num- 
ber of her poſſeſſions, ſhe entruſted the ex- 
ecution of her deſigns to the moſt able ma- 
rine officers, ſuch. as Behring, Tchirikoff, 
Levacheff, and others equally celebrated. 
Some fitted out their veſlels at Okotſl, and 
others ſailed from the port of Avatſcha, or 
Saint Peter and St. Paul, at the point of 
Kamtſchatka; all were eager to traverſe the 
vaſt archipelago that opened before them; 
all proceeded from one diſcovery in purſuit 
of another. Copper iſland, Behring iſland, 


the Aleutienne and Fox iſlands, were found big 


in turns, and new e r enen the woo 
over the ſeas} theſe happy — Nun 
ed the coaſt of America. A peninſula (that 
of Alaxa) preſented itſelf. to their view; | 
having landed, they underſtood that it 
formed a part of the main continent; exery 
thing indicated that it was the new quarter 
un 91987 219 ba fart ow di An of 
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of the world, and full eee 
back to their conmtry. F 


Scarcely had a given an account of 
the ſucceſs of their voyage, proved by the 
uſeful obſervations they made, when the 
views of commerce were eagerly directed 
at Alaxa®, and the immenſe profit accruing 


to 


* e wee, eee eee 
E The Ruſſians un- 
fortunately diſplayed neither more integrity nor greater hu - 
manity than in their preceding conqueſts; and I wiſh it 
was in my power to draw a petpetual veil over the ſcenes 
of horror which they repeated on their arrival in theſe cli- 
mates. But the many inſtances of injuſtice and diſhoneſty 
prafticed by the chiefs, pilots, merchants, and ſailors, have 
given riſe to ſuch a variety of complaints and ſuits, and ſo 
many authors have written upon the ſubjeR, that my ſilence | 
| could have no effect. It is well known that a number of 
ſhips employed in this trade have been accuſed of taking by 
force; inſtead of purchaſing, the furs which they brought | 
back, and ſold at an immenſe profit. Not content with tear- 
ing from the unfortunate indigines theſe fruits of their cou- 
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to them has, in ſpite of the diſtance, ſup- 


ported ever ſince between the factors and 
their principals, the ſtricteſt correſpondence. 
The following is the mode of traffic adopted 
at . nee a number of veſſels ſail 

Wen a merchant * reſolved to W 
this voyage, either in perſon or by means 
of one of his agents, he aſks the conſent 
rage and labour, they ſometimes compelled them, under 
the iminediate inſpection, and for the ſole profit of the crew, 


to hunt otters, beavers, ſea cows, foxes, and other animals; 


and frequently from an exceſs of diſtruſt of avarice, they 
hunted themſelves. Such conduct induces us to believe 


not to be ſuppoſed that at fo great a diſtance, the injunctions 
and menaces of the empreſs ſhould in all caſes ſo far ope- 
rate as to prevent enormities. Experience has too clearly 
demonſtrated, particularly in the extenſive empire of Ruſ- 


ſia, that authority becomes weak, in proportion as it is far- 


" ther removed from the center. How many years of vigi- 
lafice and diſcipline are neceſſary, before abuſes can be ſup» 
preſſed, and obedience effected This has long been the ob- 
jet of the exiſting adminiſtration, and there is reaſon to 
Fe its exertions have not been fruitleſs. 


that they were guilty of crimes {till more ſhocking; It is 
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of the governor, Which is ſeldom refuſed. 

The cargo is divided into ſhares; and every 
perſon is at liberty to purchaſe. a The ſhares 
amount only to the ſum neceſſary to defray 
the expences of fitting out, and purchaſing 
the articles of merchandiſe, which conſiſt of 
ſtuffs, iron utenſils, glaſs trinkets, handker- 
chieſs,._ brandy, tobacco, and other things 
held in eſtimation. by ſavages. The officers 
and failors have no wages, but are allowed 
a part of the cargo, which, is called pal. 
The voyage laſts three, four, or ſix years; 
and from a ſpirit of avarice, the veſſel is 
conducted to ſuch places as are the leaſt 
frequented, and even new Giizoveries are 
e * in def ities a we 10 


© # Such was the project of a merchant of tny acquaintance, 
who expected to derive from it the moſt conſiderable advan- 
| tages. With the map of Cooke's voyage in his hand, his in- 
tention was to enter the river that bears the name of this 
celebrated navigator, and to extend his courſe as far as the 


environs of the bay of Nootka. If he found himſelf able 
4 


* 4 
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Upon their return, theſe ſhips undergo a 
ſtrict ſearch. The owners pay duties to 
government, regulated by the nature of 
their cargoes, and eſtimated by the bills of 
lading. An appraiſement is then made of 
the remainder, which is divided into equal 
portions: each owner receives either in kind 
or in money the amount of his capital, (al- 
lowing for freightage, and loſs) and his ſhare 
in the profits, if any have accrued, It will 
readily be perceived that it is chance alone 
in a manner that decides upon the quan- 
tum of dividend or deficit. In fine, part 
of the goods are ſold at Okotſk, and part 
tranſported to Yakoutſk, from thence to 
Irkoutſk, and laſt of all to Kiakhta, where 
the Chineſe are the eſtabliſhed purchaſers. ': 
Crd os it is. poſible tis hd would nof be 
wholly deceived in his hopes, and his countrymen may, 


perhaps, be hereafter indebted to his information and cou- 
rage for the knowledge of new ſources of wealth. 


volk. 1. l The 
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The mode of government is equally en- 
titled to attention. During my abode in the 
peninſula, the tribunals of which, as I have 
already obſerved, hold from thoſe of Okotſk, 
J obtained the fulleſt information on this 
ſubject *. I had only therefore to conſider 
more attentively the diſcipline of the gar- 
riſon, and the police of the town, which 
| _ aſtoniſhed me. T 


pee to ſee, as It Wey we 

licentious ſoldiery; that is, a band of feroci- 
ous Coſſacs, robbers by nature, and igno- 
rant of every law but their caprice or in- 
tereſt. Not a day paſſed without ſome of 
them deſerting with arms and baggage, and 
frequently the magazines were pillaged by 
this audacious troop. It was to no purpoſe 
that the repreſentatives of the ſovereign 
practiced a to put a wed to theſe * 


8 p. 140. 


ſertions 
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ſertions and plunderings; it was to no pur- 
poſe that all the criminals, whom it was 
poſſible to apprehend, were ſubjected to the 
battogues, or gantlet, and other puniſhments 
practiced in the Ruſſian army. Theſe deſ- 
peradoes were ſo hardened to ſtripes, oriſo 
incorrigible, that they incurred the next 
day new penalties ; nor could the ſevereſt 
puniſhment reſtrain them, or deter others. 
At preſent however the garriſon is ſubjected 
to a ſtill ſeverer diſcipline, and inſtances of 
diſobedience are more rare. Great praiſe 
is due to the reformers, whoſe perſeverance 
and ability have operated ſuch good effects. 


Equal attention has been paid to the de- 
partment of the police, which it was no 
eaſy taſk to eſtabliſh in a town that has a 
conſiderable number of exiles among its 
inhabitants. The majority bear the inde- 
lible marks with which the hand of juſtice 
has branded their guilty heads, and the reſt, 
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condemned to the gallies, meditate inceſ- 
ſantly during their labours in the port, how 
to break their chains with impunity. Some- 
times eſcapes are effected, and woe to thoſe 
places where theſe culprits betake them- 
ſelves! But the continual vigilance of the 
governor does not long permit them to en- 
joy this fatal liberty; they are ſoon appre- 
hended and puniſnhed, and by being loaded 
with heavier chains, all fears for the public 
ſafety are removed. The conduct of M. 
Kokh on this occaſion ſtruck me as equally 
prudent and determined; to a ſpirit of mo- 
deration, which forms the eſſence of his 
e, the utmoſt ne is united. 


| The anda . 3 the 
Yakouts, fail not alſo to find: employment 
for adminiſtration, either by the complaints 
Which they occaſion, or by their frequent 
inſurrections, particularly at the time of 
long taxes. This a is intruſted 
ä | e 


= 
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to the care of M. Loftſoff, inſpector ge- 
neral, who, by his activity and pru- 
dence, has the art of appeaſing the tu- 
mults, accommodating the diſputes, and 
executing without violence the decrees of 
his ſovereign. I had an opportunity of 
judging how perfectly ſatisfied all p 

were with his condudbt. | 


Such was the id ſituation in 
which I found this branch of the general 
government. May the teſtunony which 1 
am deſirous of giving in its favour, be con- 
traſted with the firſt accounts, and guard 
the reader againſt the diſadvantageous pre- 
judices, which a view of the former defec- 
tive government is calculated to inſpire. The 
new governors are at leaſt intitled to this 
juſtice, that if abuſes ſtill prevail, they exert 
themſelves without intermiſſion to put a ſtop 
to them, in e, as an a bee 
come known. 1 > e 


el ©: Wag”. A report 
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A report lately prevailed, I know not 
from what authority, that there was an 
intention of removing the inhabitants of 
Okotſk, either to Oudſkoi, or ſome neigh- 
bouring ſettlement. If the court have 
really ſuch a project in view, it muſt have 
felt, I ſhould ſuppoſe, the neceſſity of hav- 
ing a more conſiderable town in this quar- 
ter, and that convenience, extent, and ſe- 
curity, will determine its choice of a new 
wort, | AM 
I have promiſed the reader ſome account 
of the commiſſion of M. Billings. I have al- 
ready obſerved, that he has two ſhips build- 
ing in the dock of Okotſk, but I ſhould be 
conſiderably at a loſs to fay what is their 
deſtination. It is not poſſible to penetrate 
the myſtery; and all I know is, that M. 
Billings, from his reputation, and the abi- 
 Hties he diſplayed in one of the voyages of 
captain Cook, who was his countryman, 
LE. has 
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has been invited into Ruſſia, and, with the 
rank of captain, appointed to command a 
ſecret expedition, the object of which is ſup- 
poſed to be that of diſcovery. The powers 
accorded to him ſeem to be boundleſs; and 
materials, workmen, ſailors, every requiſite, 
in ſhort, have been ſupplied by the court. 


For the ſake of diſpatch, M. Billings had 
divided his men, and ſent a part of them to 
Okotſk under the ſuperintendance of M. 
Hall, his lieutenant, to conſtruct two veſ- 
ſels, while he himſelf made, with the remain- 

der, for the Frozen Ocean, in ſtout ſloops 
and other ſhips haſtily built in the. river 


The end of this firſt expedition is as yet 
a ſecret, and various conjectures are formed 
reſpecting it. The moſt intelligent perſons 
agreed in ſuppoſing that he was to make the 
circuit of this part of Aſia, to double cape 
7 R 4 Svetoi, . 
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Svetoi, and endeavour to return to Okotſ; 
by the ſea of Kamtſchatka. If ſuch were 
his project, it is probable that he met with 
ſome inſurmountable obſtacles in its execu- 
tion, as he returned, after three months na- 
vigation, to the river Kolume, and failed 
from thence for Yakoutſk, * 


The armament under the direction of M. 
Hall had been ſuſpended for a conſiderable 
part of the winter, but was revived and car- 
ried on with vigour during my abode at 
Okotſk. The hull of one veſſel was already 
finiſhed;-and- the keel of another laid in the 
dock. The ropemakers, blackſmiths, car- 
penters, ſailmakers, caulkers “, had ſeparate 
AN” The continual _— of the 


* A of whom, . officers; are 
brought hither from Ruſſia. To complete however their 

_ complement, of ſailors, M. Hall was obliged to raiſe re- 
cruits in the country; and the orders he brought were ſo 
| | "preciſe, that the governor eee ee eee 
| e at his firſt requiſition. - 


\ 1 : | per 
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faperintending officers animated the zeal of 
the workmen. ' Notwithſtanding this dili- 
gence on all ſides, to which I was a witneſs; 
I doubt whether 'theſe arr will be fit for 
eee es e end 14111 


The river Okhota had Se been dif 
encumbered of its ice before 20 May; to the 
great aſtoniſhment of the inhabitants it did 
not begin to float this year till the 26 in the 
afternoon. It was a ſpectacle for the town, 
and I was invited as to a party of pleaſure; 
but from the idea that it muſt be ſimilar to 
what I had ſeen at Peterſburg, I diſcovered- 
however upon the ſubject, I went to the 
river. The crowd was already aſſembled, 
and I was immediately aſſailed on every ſide 
by the unanimous vociferations of thoſe 
about me, who exclaimed in full chorus at 
ſight of the enormous ſheets of ice which 
were lifted up by the rapidity of the cyr- 


rent. 


250 "TRAVELS. 


rent. The noiſe of ſome ſeemed to drown 
that of others, and the multitude flocked 
together without end. The next moment 
loud groans firuck my ears. I endeavoured 
to diſcover whence theſe cries proceeded, 
and I ſaw a number of men and women 
running like ſo. many perſons in deſpair 
along the bank. I approached with tre- 
pidation, perſuaded that ſome unfortunate 
child was in danger of being drowned; but 
1 ſoon diſcovered my error. 


A troop of about a dozen dogs was the 
cauſe of this lamentation. Their maſters, 
either from avarice or compaſſion, bewailed 
in concert the fate of theſe poor animals, 
whoſe loſs ſeemed inevitable. 'Seated tran- 
quilly on the ice that ſupported them, 
they looked with an air of aſtoniſhment 
at the crowd collected upon the bank, 
whoſe clamours and ſigns could not move 
hem from their poſture, Two only had 
* the 
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the inſtinct to attempt to ſave themſelves, 
and gained with difficulty the oppoſite fide; 
the reſt were out of fight in a few minutes; 
and, conveyed into the main ocean, muſt 
there MRP! have r- 0 
ä Theſb.dogs were the aid ein 
breaking up of the ice; but its effects have 
been ſometimes fo terrible, as to have occa- 
ſioned the removal of all the houſes “ near 
the river. The ſcattered ruins bear witneſs 
that many of them have been overturned by 
this fatal event, and I was informed, that in 
the courſe of ſome years, nearly a fourth 
nxt the h had been . 3 on 


Tue inhabitants wait 89 impatiene 6 for 


Ut 79 We have Sev i in PBs 115-6 of Okotlk, het theſe 
buildings conſtituted the part of the town approptiated to 
trade. Alarmed at this incident, they immediately unfur- 
niſhed their ſhops, determined to remove into the government 
ſquare, of conſequence they undertook to re-build the bar- 
racks, and conſiderably augmented N number of them. 


the 
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the period when the river ſhall regain its 
natural ſtate; it is time that the fiſhing 
ſeaſon ſhould commence, and relieve them 
from the famine that begins to prevail. The 
ſtock of fiſh procured in the preceding ſum- 
mer had been ſcanty, and was nearly ex- 
hauſted. The ſupply of meal was alſo con- 
ſiderably diminiſhed, and what remained 
was ſo dear that the common people were 
unable to purchaſe. The humanity of M. 
Koh ſignaliſed itſelf on this occaſion. 
There was a reſerve of rye flour in the 
ſtores belonging to government, and he 
diſtributed it among the indigent claſs of 
the inhabitants. This afforded them ſome 
relief, but it was not of long duration. M. 
Kolh, who received a number of perſons 
at his table, was reduced to the neceſſity of 
having recourſe to a few eatables which he 
had laid by in the preceding year. At laſt 
we had nothing to eat but beef dried in 
the ſun. To get ſupply of freſh provi- 
s | ſions, 


©. 
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ſions, the major ſent out a party to hunt 
deer and argalr, but they had only once the 
good fortune to be ſucceſsful. | 


The thaw being ended, he ordered the 
ſeine to be immediately uſed. I was pre- 
ſent with a large party, and the ſpectacle 
was much ſuperior, in my opinion, to that 
to which I had before been invited. It is 
not eaſy to expreſs the pleaſure, the tranſ- 
port of the multitude of ſpectators upon 
the firſt caſt of the net. A prodigious 
quantity of ſmall fiſh, like ſmelts and her- 
rings, were caught, and the joy and clamour 
redoubled at the ſight. The moſt famiſhed 
were firſt ſerved, and the whole produce of 
this fortunate beginning given up to them. 
I could not reſtrain my tears on perceiving 
the ravenouſneſs of | theſe poor creatures; 
whole families contended for the fiſh, which 
were devoured raw before my eyes. 


To 
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+. To theſe fiſhing enterpriſes, which became 
more ſucceſsful every day from ſalmon#, 
and other large fiſh coming up the river, 
ſucceeded the diverſion of hunting water 
fowl}, which were ſo abundant as to 
cover the ſurface of the water: this was a 
new means of ſubſiſtance for the inhabi- 
tants. | | | | 


Im: the mean time the ſeaſon advanced, 
Ay in ſpite of the frequent fogs, we had 
now and then ſome fine days. They were 
the more acceptable, as the ſnow had fallen 
during the night of the 29 two inches deep, 
and the cold was fo ſevere as to be one de- 
gree below zero. The waters gradually 
abated, but there was no appearance of ve- 
„»The mode of 1 mon is the fame = as at 
2 ” 4000 Y 

*4 1 have already 2 an account of this — 55 which 


takes place in the moulting ſeaſpn, and obſerved that a ſtick 
is the only weapon uſed on the occaſion. 8 
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getation. Some blades of rotten graſs, the 
melancholy fruit of the laſt efforts of Nature 
at the cloſe of autumn, was only nou- 
riſhment that the earth afforded to the 
horſes, till the return of the genial influ- 
ence of 9 80 


1 was idr anxious to be gone, and 
though I could not deceive myſelf reſpect- 
ing the miſerable ſtate of theſe animals, I 


appointed for my uſe to be collected, re- 
ſolving to leave Okotſk 6 June at lateſt, 
His orders were punctually executed; and 
thanks to his cares, to the kindneſs of 
Mrs. Kaſloff, and the liberality of a number 
of friends, whom I left in this ſettlement, I 
found myſelf all at once amply provided 
with bread and biſcuit. Had it not been 
for the recollection of the.famine, I ſhould 

have felt-myſelf flattered by theſe preſents; 
but the idea that I was to ſupport myſelf _ 
anne”  : with 


intreated M. Kokh to order ſuch as had been 
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with the facrifices of friendſhip, hurt my 
feelings, and it was not without conſider- 
able pain that I was obliged to keep what 
no refuſals could induce them to _ . 


$1 , 


1 [ - 


The evening 8 my n 
was devoted to taking leave. I had the 


pleaſure to learn that M. Loftſoff intended 
to accompany me to Moundoukann, and 
that lieutenant Hall, called to that place 


buy ſome affairs relative to the armament 


under his care, was to go with us. I had 
little expected a third companion, doubly 
dear to me, but M. Allegretti informed me, 
that he had prepared every thing to con- 
duct me as far as the croſs of Yudoma. 
How great were my ſurpriſe and gratitude, 
when I underſtood that perfortal -attach- 
ment was the ſole motive of his journey! 
Of my two ſoldiers, Golikoff only attended 

me; Nedarezoff ſtaid at Okotlk, but I took 

his father to ſerve me as pilot on the river 
Av Vudoma. 


» 
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Yudoma. A number of workmen, as I. 
had agreed with the major, were to ſet out: 
immediately after me, to repair the boats} 
which would be found unfit for ſervice, 
that L might not be expoſed to-new en 

ar bew dels. 


Al my preparations being completed, I 
tare myſelf from the arms of M. Kokh. A 


number of inhabitants did me the honour: 
to attend me to the gates of the tou, 


where our horſes waited for us, and where, 
after mutual reiterations of good wiſhes, 
we ſeparated: my hoſts carried with them, 
I truſt, the conviction, that they had not 
entertained a man inſenſible to obligation. 


At ſight of the horſe I was to mount, I 
drew back with horror and compaſſion, I 
had never ſeen ſo wretched an animal. His 
ſides were lank and hollow, his buttocks 
narrow and peaked, ſo that you might 

or. u. 8 count 


r under his belly. 
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count every bone they contained, his neck 
unſupported, his head between his legs, 
his haunches nerveleſs and weak. Such is 
the exact deſcription of my ſteed. You 
may judge of the figure of the other 
horſes, among which mine paſſed for one 
of the leaſt deſpicable. The ſaddle had a 
conſiderable reſemblance to our own. Thoſe 
which were provided for our baggage were 
ſmaller, made of wood, and perforated with 
holes ; upon the top there were two ſticks 


| faſtened croſs-wife on which the load “ 


was ſuſpended, taking care however to 
make the weight equal on both ſides, as 


the ſmalleſt diſproportion would infallibly 


They conſiſted of leathern bags and portmanteaux ; 
with this advantage, that they never gall the ſides of the 
horſes. The ufual weight is five ponds, or two hundred 
pounds, and it never exceeds ſix pouds ;, that is, two hun- 
dred and forty. "Theſe loads they call viouki, and the 
horſes that carry them wiewſchni-loſchadei. If the baggage 
to be carried be lighter or leſs cumbrous, they place it 
upon the back of the animal, and faſten it with a cord of 


have 
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have prevented the beaſts, from maintain= 
ing their equilibrium, 


It was in this pitiful plight that our ca- 
ravan ſat out. To conſole ourſelyes for the 
flow pace we travelled, each was merry at 
the expence of his ſteed. Twelve werſts 
from Okotſk, a tolerably large ſalt work 
was pointed out to me on. the ſea coaſt ; 
the men employed. in it were all malefac- 
tors or convicts. Beyond this houſe we 
left the ſea at our left, and travelled for 
ſome time on the banks of the Okhota. | 


If the breaking up of this river occaſion 
ſuch alarm to the inhabitants of the town, 
its overflowings are not leſs fatal to the en- 
virons. Riſing above the banks, the water 
not only floods the adjacent country, but 
becomes a torrent, that ſwells as it extends 
| itſelf. It has been ſaid to riſe two feet 


above the tops of the higheſt trees, From 
8 2 this 


80 TRAVELSA 
this account one may ſuppoſe its ravages 
to be dreadful, and certain it is that 1 ſaw 


in the foreſts gulfs of an aſtoniſhing depth, 
= to be the work of theſe floods. 


Within a ſhort diſtance from Medvejé- 
Solova, my horſe fell under me, and it was 
impollible to make him get up again; 1 
had fortunately time to quit the ſaddle, and 
rectived therefore no injury. We left the 

beaſt on the ſpot®, Where it doubtleſs ex- 


pired 


* The Yakouts ſeemed not to be mnch concerned at 
the loſs of theſe animals, and have no idea of affording * 
wem any aflMance. When they refuſe to go on, or Fall 
down from weakneſs or fatigue, they are abandoned to 
their deplorable fate, and their carcaſſes are left to be de- 
voured by bears, who never relinquiſh their prey while any 
_ thing remains but the bones. Every ten fteps we fee. 
ſkeletons of theſe horſes, and from Okotſk to the croſs.of 
Yudoma, I ittayine that 1 paſſed more than two thou- 
ſand. My conductors informed me that the majority had 
periſhed the preceding year, in conveying from Okatlk to, 
Yakoutfk the different materials required for M. Billings's 
expedition, inonfequence of having been ſurpriſed by the 
foods, which had been ſo ſudden that the guides ſaved 

| Ts 
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-pired a few hours after. We had ſtill 
eleven horſes remaining; I wes therefore 
remounted in an inſtant, and reached the 
village without meeting * any other 
accident. 


We | proceeded the next day, at nine 
riyer Okbota, the courſe of which we, were 
no longer to purſue. I perceived here and 


there ſome Yakout yourts at a conſiderable 
diſtance from each other : ſeldom We any 


number of them ſeen nen 


Pe Siſgolti 0 wn of ghote pulls ines to live 
in this iſolated manner, reſults from a 
motive of jen that is of dr import- 


es with difficulty. X part of their loads were il 
: under/a Kind of dabazis, of which I have already ſpoken, 
where travellers place their effects till che waters ſubſide. 
It was added, that the Yakouts loſe in this manner every 
. i compar RON 


cht the commerce which they, undergpke. | 
BE; 8 3 | ance, 
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ance. Horſes being ther chief ſource of 
wealth, if the proprietors (ſome of whom 
poſſeſs more than a thouſand) built their 
Habitations "nearer to 'each other, how 
would they be able to procure nouriſhment 
for their numerous ſtuds ? The neighbour- 
ing paſtures muſt ſoon be exhauſted, and it 
would be neceſſary to ſend multitudes of 
them to a conſiderable diſtance ; but how 
many inconveniences would 'refult in con- 
ſequence of the negligence” or — 1 
the keepers. | 


Arrived at Moundoukann, our horſes 
were ſo fatigued that we paſſed the night 
"there and all the next day, which was 8 
"June. I have already 'obſerved that this 
village i is twenty werſts from Medjeve-go- 
ova; it gives its name to a river on W N 

Xt is ſituated. * Autun bin bobo, 


Wenne ole 


e nm 
n 5 and 


— 
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and M. Loftſoff, who were to ſtay in this 
place. I firſt climbed a high mountain 
called Qurak, the ſummit of, which was: ſtill 
covered with ſnow ; it reached to the bel- 
lies of our horſes, who ſuffered "PINE" in 


e ee 


A river een dene ee 
foot of the mountain, It is wide, deep, and 
rapid; and on its bank is a yourt inhabited 
by watermen. They were at this time all 
abſent,” probably a hunting, as their open 
houſe indicated that they had notlang been 
departed. | 
Tired of calling and waiting for them, 
we launched the leaſt defective of the boats 
that were faſtened on the bank, and after 
ſearching about we found ſome oars. We 
unloaded and unſaddled the horſes, and 
placed the baggage in the boat, which in 


Fara conveyed us to the other fide. Our 
| S 4 ſteeds 


\ — — ——äͤ— nn ern Re = nes — — —>— — —— — 
— ——— — —— ” 
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feeds Kill remained, and I trembled left 
they ſhould not be able to ſwim acroſs, 


The ſecutity of my Yakouts in this reſpect 
appeared to me unaccountable; by dint of 
whipping them, they forced them into the 
water ; the boat went before to guide them, 
and one of our conductors was left on the 
bank to pelt them with ſtones and frighten 
them with his cries, ſo as to prevent their 
all arrived ſafe, when they were immedi- 


ately ſaddled and reloaded *, and we pur- 


ſued our journey. 


The weakneſs of our horſes obliged us to 
halt twenty- five werſts from Moundou- 
kann, in a place that offered us moſt paſture, 
and that ſeemed to Ow pt: bears. 


2 < & "Lf F115 bs... 
* The Yakouts : are b habituated to this Cary that 
they might *defy the "moſt expeditious g groom, They tie 


the horſes three and three r and a fg 


yogy res dc lead then al, 00, n hot mes” 
1 „ | From 
122 1944 : = A 

/ 
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From a faſt of fix months, it is eaſily oon- 
ceived how much the voracity of theſe ani- 
mals is to be dreaded. Deſerting their 
dens, they prowl about the country, and 
from the want of fiſh, with which the rivers 
do not yet abound, they ravenouſly attack 
every animal they meet, and particularly 
horſes. We were obliged to take precau- 
tions even for our own ſafety. From the 
following deſcription, the reader will be 
able to form an idea of the nature of our 
al, ho i daphipta bag dip 


Having fixed upon the ſpot, the horſes 
were eaſed of their burthens and permitted 
to graze at liberty. Fires were then Kkin- 
dled at equal diſtances round our little 
camp, and at the entrance of my tent I re- 
peatedly diſcharged my muſquet, being aſ- 
ſured that the report and ſmell of the pow - 
der would terrify and drive away the bears. 
At break of day our horſes are aſſembled; 


L 
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if any of them were diſperſed they came at 
the cry of my Yakouts, who poſſeſs the 


ſame talent in this reſpe& as the Koriacs 
with their rein ner. 


Surpriſed at ſeeing tufts of horſe hair 
ſuſpened to the branches of trees, I aſked 


the cauſe of it, and was informed that they 


were offerings made- by the people of the 
country to the gods of the woods and high- 


ways. My guides had their favourite 


places, where they piouſly depoſed ſimilar 
gifts. This ſuperſtition is at leaſt produc- 


tive of one good effect, as the offerings 


may ſerve to point out the road to tra- 
vellers. 1 | 3 | 


In the courſe of the preceding day we 


hag croſſed various branches of the river 


Ourak, the ramifications of which are in- 
finite, but none of them occaſioned us any 
delay. The 11, about five o'clock in the 
| afternoon, 
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afternoon, we met this river again: its 
width was not very conſiderable, and, but 
for the rain“ that had fallen and ſwelled 
the current, we ſhould have felt no heſita- 
tiotd in fording it as we had done in the 
preceding inſtances. My principal guide 
repreſented it as dangerous; but having 
been forewarned that if I liſtened to their 
advice they would frequently make me halt 
even at noon day, to repoſe themſelves ra- 
ther than from a wiſh to refreſh their horſes, 
I reſolved at leaſt to have the depth ſound- 
ed, The experiment however convinced 
me that my guide was in the right, The 
-perſon whom I ordered to go into the river 
-was quickly obliged to return, as his horſe 
loſt footing a few ſteps from the bank. It 

Was to _ our camp in the 
n 9 1 was a witneſs on this * of a e that 
deſerves to be related. My Yakouts ſkilfully peeled off 
large pieces of bark from the pine tree, of which: they 


ſormed a fort of tent or parapluie, under which they took 
up their abode during the night. 


neighbour- 


268 T TRAVELS. 


neighbourhood, where our horſes fortunate. 
1y found nn to eat. 


That I might loſe 105 time, I reſtricted 
myſelf. to one regular meal in the even- 
ing, fatified wih the refreſhment of rye 
biſcuit in the courle of the day; but I had 
deſired my people to inform me whenever 
they perceived any game, and we lived 
for ſome time on the fruits of my uccels. 
Neceſlity is an able maſter, .-- "ited 
b ** the want of „ 


Ir 8 to kill a {all n 
they fell to the lot of my Yakouts, except 
the ſkins, which they returned to me. Go- 
likoff had given me a diſguſt: to this food, 
| . I conceived * — be 


abe ne we frequently 
met with the heath-cock and the white partridge ; we 
r 
- find them. | | 


very 
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very nauſeous. Tempted however one day 
by the whiteneſs of the fleſh, when boiled, 
| Feat part of one of theſe little animals: 
they taſte of the fir, but are leſs diſagree- 
able than 1 had been led to believe. In a 
time of ſcarcity, I ſhould have conſidered 
them as very acceptable, and can forgive the 

Yakouts their high reliſh of them. 


Their principal food, which they call 
bourdouk, gave me infinitely more repug- 
nance. It is a kind of thick frumenty, 
made of rye meal and water, into which, 
after it is taken off the fire, they pour fiſh 
oil: the quantity they eat of it aſtoniſhed 
and ſhocked me. I was told that in gene- 
ral they were not very great caters ; it was 
however added, that they now and then, as 
a treat, roaſt a horſe, which is demoliſhed 
nn a few hours by a very ſmall number of 
gueſts, and the inteſtines of the animal are 
by no means the leaſt precious morſel. 
N Wha © 


\ 
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Who would ſuppoſe that men of ſuch yo- 
racious appetites, practice at other times a 
frugality that ſeems ſcarcely ſufficient to 
ſupport life, and frequently continue a 
number of days together without food? 


I was awaked at an early hour by my 
guides, who came to inform me that the 
river had conſiderably abated during the 
night. While they were loading our bag- 
gage a number of horſemen arrived, who 
had in like manner been detained on the 
oppoſite ſide ; they croſſed. without any 
riſk, and inſpired us with the fulleſt confi- 
dence. TT 


- They were bankrupt merchants going to 
try their fortune, as factors of a man of 
Property, whoſe ſpeculation had obtained 
the concurrence of the court, and all the 
ſuccours that he wanted. Its object was 
the fur trade, particularly that of ſables, 
caught 
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caught by the Koriacs and Tchouktchis. 
Theſe factors were to ſeparate at the mouth 


of the Pengina, and advance conſiderably 


into the country. They were allowed four 
or five years for their undertaking, and 
their intention was not only to collect furs 
from every quarter in the way of purchaſe, 
but to hunt themſelves the animals that 
furniſhed them. Apprehenſive of no other 


obſtacles but what might be occaſioned by 


the natives, they were provided with am- 
munition and arms to repel their inſults. 


In quitting us they turned an eye of 


pity on our poor beaſts, while. we on the 


contrary obſerved with envy the ſtrength 


and good condition of theirs. - Coming 


from the environs of Yakoutſk, where there 


is no ſcarcity of winter proviſions, theſe 


horſes were a perfect contraſt wich ours, 
which appeared ſtill more > wretched: from 


e aopan f 


| 
| 
| 
{ 


. 


When we had paſſed the river, I aſked 
my guides if Þ might hope that it was the 


Ne laſt we ſhould croſs. They replied in the 


negative, informing” me that we ſhould 
meet with three others in the courſe of the 
day. From their deſcription I judged that 
they muſt be new branches of the Ourak.\ 
Be this as it may, my fears increaſed every 
time, and the idea that the horſe might fall 
with my box, made me ſhudder. | 


-— 


Une coming out of a thick wood, I 
found myſelf on the bank of a real torrent, 
the ſtream was ſo rapid, and the breadth 


ol the river ſcarcely leſs than two hundred 


yards; at a little diſtance it poured itſelf 
into the Ourak. In the mean time we 
conceived it to be fordable, and with this 
confidence I ſpurred my horſe to make him 
' * deſcend. - In the middle of the river I felt. 
his} legs tremble. I encouraged him; be 
| proceeded, and the water now reached no 
's farther 
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farther than my knee. Emboldened by 
this cireumſtance, I placed myſelf firm in 
a my ſeat, having been thrown ſomething off 
my center by a ſort of dizzineſs which the = 
continual view of the current perpetually 
excited; - Already 1 approached the oppo- 
' fits bank, the dimbing of which required 
new efforts. To aſcend it; it was neceſfary 
to furmount a ridge of ice which {till re- 
mained attached to it. The declivity was 
ſteep, but it would have been in vain t6 
have ſought for a better landing-place. My 
teſolution was ſoon taken, and I directed 
me animal towards the perilous aſcent ; 
already he had gained a poſition for his 
fore feet, and he reſted them as well as he 
loſt his footing, and fell backward into the 
water'; the horſe and the rider floated in 
different parts of the firearm; The water 
was deep, and the cumberouſneſs of my 
vol. 11, T mal 


— 
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mal and myſelf were carried along by the 
violence of the current, and I. inſenſibly 
grew weaker. I was approaching the place 
where the two rivers joined, when on a ſud- 
den I heard a voice ſaying, * Catch at the 
« bridle of your horſe, or it is over with 
„ you! The ſound, the idea of the danger 
re· animated me; I ſtruck forward with all 
my ſtrength, ſtretched. out my hand, and 
ſeized the rein. Providence was undoubt- 
edly watchful for my 'preſervation, for at 
the ſame moment my horſe took footing 
and breath; an inſtant later, and we had 
been loſt. I ſlided my hand to the upper 
end of the bridle, and then threw my arms 
ſtrongly round the neck of the animal. 
Thus I remained ſuſpended as it were be- 
tween life and death, not daring to move 
2 finger, and calling aloud for ſuccour. My 
faithful Golikoff had in vain endeavoured to 
follow me in my misfortune; the vigour of 


his horſe did ee. to the zeal of 
Wa the 
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the rider; anxious and impatient, it was he 
that had given me the ſalutary and terrible 


advice of graſping at my horſe; and no 
ſooner did he perceive its happy effects, 
than he haſtened on his part to climb the 


ſhore. To land, to run towards me, to lay 


hold of my horſe and drag him out of the 


water, and to reſtore me nnn 
affair of five minutes. 


| 3 | 


of my deliverer, was to tear off the port- 


folio which was faſtened to my girdle. In 
ſpite of the oil caſe in which it was en- 


veloped the water had penetrated into it, 
and I trembled for the fate of two im- 
portant packets which count de la Perouſe 
had particularly recommended to my care. 
I had the pleaſure to find that W 
op little injured. | 


10 oy ben 1 had left on ths * ſide; my 
of T 2 uneaſi- 
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uneaſineſs feſpecting it was ſoon diſpelled 
by the arrival of M. Allegretti and my 
other companions, who placed it in my 
hands; They were {till pale and diſmayed 
tit the accident I had encountered, and con- 
fidered it as a miracle that I had been able 
to ſave myſelf, I had feen death too near 
me, not to be of the ſame opinion. 


We again mounted our horſes, but I 
confeſs that my blood froze in my veins, 
when we approached a river; I took care 
in future to ſend one of my guides before, 
and was not free from apprehenſion till 
be made me a ſignal from the oppoſite 
bank: e - PT; 


During this day, as well as in every pre- 
Wing one fihce our departure from Okotſk, 
we conſtantly travelled through foreſts, or 
along the banks of rivers. In the woods 
e n the 


5 8 * . 
2 P.. 4 
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the trees * that line the roads are ſmall, 
but ſo buſhy and ſo beſet with briars, that 


my Yakouts were frequently obliged to clear 


the way with their hatchets +, which ſtill 


ſlackened our pace, though we never went at 


a greater rate than a walk. 

I arrived in tolerable time at Oratſkofs 
plodbiſchè. This was the firſt habitation I 
had ſeen fince the yourt belonging to the 


watermen, and I ſpent there the reſt of the 
The river Ourak flows at the foot of _ 


day. 
this hamlet; the number of inhabitants 


amounts only to five ſoldiers, each of whom 


a magazine for the reception of offeHts be. 


in the foreſts pr one lows fie anh dick vol 
good height. 


I They uſe for this purpoſe » leon und wha r 
tenicd at the end of a flick three feet long. This inſtru- 
n. i WIA 


0 Ts longing 


n wap chief; ebene echte e 0er 
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longing to the crown, ſent from Okotſk or 
| Yakoutſk. Upon occaſion they convey the 
merchandize as far as the mouth of the 
Ourak; but this river is fo obſtructed, ſome- 
times with flats and ſometimes with cata- 
racts, and the embarkations at the ſame 
time are ſo weak, that the navigation is 
equally painful and dangerous. 


The next morning, which was the 1g, 
| I croſſed this river in a boat; it takes its riſe 

at no great diſtance, from an immenſe lake 
where we halted in the evening. The lake 
is ſituated upon an eminence, is about ſeven 
werſts in circumference, and is ſaid to abound 
with fiſh, 


I cannot paſs over in ſilence a ſcene that 

took place this day among my Yakouts, 
reſpecting a horſe that it was neceſſary to 

leave in the road, They had ſtopped, and 
were holding a conſultation round the 
| animal, 
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animal. Impatient at ſeeing no end to their 
diſcuſſion, I was about to witneſs my dif. 
content, when they foreſtalled me, intreat- 
ing my indulgence for the delay*they oc- 
caſioned me. Accountable for the horfes 
committed to their care, it is cuſtomary, 
when they loſe any of them either by acci- 
dent or from exceſs of fatigue, to cut off the 
tail and the-ears, which they are obliged to 
produce to the proprietor to exculpate them- 
ſelves, or pay the value of the animals. The 
diſpute at preſent was, whether they ſhould 
put an end to the poor dying beaſt. This 
required ſome time, which I was not in a 
humour to ſacrifice to them, and I replied 
therefore ſomewhat angrily, that there was 
a more ſimple, more expeditious, and leſs 
cruel way of effefting this end. I promiſed 
them a certificate, that ſhould atteſt the loſs 
and ſupply the place of the uſual proofs; 
by taking the blame {of their failure in this 
_— upon myſeif. They aequieſeed Wtk⸗ 

r out 
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out heſitation in my propoſal, and this de- 
1 I was told, of 


hs a 6 3 TOR 1 
committed our baggage to the care of old 
Nedarezoff, and went on. before with M. 
Allegretti, Golikoff, and a Yakout. A pond 
preſented itſelf, the depth of which might 
be about a ſoot. I rode into it with M. Al- 
ox on his ſaddle, He had foarcely advanced 
ten ſteps when the hoxſe ſtumbled and threw 
him off ſideways; but more intent upon his 
depoſit than his own preſervation, he fell 
upon the box, having taken care not to re- 
Unquiſh bis hold. I immediately alighted 
to aſſiſt him; but having fallen in the mire, 
he had ſuſtained no injury. His greateſt 
trouble proceeded from my box being wet, 
but I conſoled hun by ſbewing him that the. 
402, 4 Our 
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Our horſes were ſo fatigued, that we 
were obliged to alight and lead them by 
the bridle, while the Yakout whipped them 
ſeverely behind. We travelled in this 
manner the whole day, reſting every half 
hour, where the, new graſs began to ap- 
eee ee in 1 


About three o'clock in the afternoon we 
arrived at the croſs of Yudoma+, On an 
eminence, ſecure from the overflowings of 


'y 


— ͤ Hoh 
tion. Its progreſs was every day perceptible ; the trees, 
which had been ſo long bare, gradually recovered their 
Gels, and the country ſaon appeared like a vaſt meadow 
enamelled with rural flowers. What a ſpectacle for a 
man whole eye had for the ſpace of ſix months ſeen no- 
thing but frozen rivers, and mountains and plains covered 
With now! zn. | 
out of its tuins, 


T m. n ts bak of 6 


* 
© CT «a 4 6 4 
© > ag 1 „ 
11 ; 


* 


—  —————— — — — ., 


282 TRAVELS 


this river, which extends its impetuous waves 
to a great diſtance, are a number of maga- 
zines guarded by four ſoldiers, and which 
ſerve them as an'aſylum when their com- 
mon habitations by the ſide of the Yudoma 
are flooded : theſe ſoldiers practice alſo the 
buſineſs of watermen, and are at the ſervice 
of travellers. | 


Upon ſeeing my paſſport they ſub- 
mitted themſelves entirely to my diſpoſal. 

_ Unfortunately all their boats were in a con- 
dition the moſt wretched that can be ima- 
gined, and we had neither materials nor 

workmen to refit them. Thoſe who had 
been ſent from Okotſk were not likely to 
arrive ſoon, and 1 was impatient to em- 
bark® in order to ſail down the rivers Yu- 
doma, Maya, and Aldann. Among theſe | 

* The abatement of the water was every day percep- 
tible to the eye, and a longer delay would have expoſed 
me to all the dangers. of ſhoals, and the moſt formidable 
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ſoldiers, one onl y had ever made this voy- 
age, and nine years having ſince elapſed, he 
had totally forgotten the courſe, I was ad- 
viſed not to try him, unleſs all the others 


My only reſource therefore was Neda- 
rezoff, who had attended me in order to 
ſerve as pilot; but what a pilot! He had 
once, twelve years ago, been upon this river, 

and all he remembered was, that he was 
three years in going from Yakoutſk to 
Okotſk. He conducted at that time a con- 
ſiderable convoy of timber, anchors, cord< 
age, and other materials for fitting out an 
armament. | 


Of the four boats that were on the ſtrand, 
I choſe the beſt and the narroweſt, which 
was twelve feet long by fix wide “. On 


 * Theſe boats are flat, and terminate in points at the two 
extremities, 8 
Ved examin- 
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examining it, I found that it muſt be caulk» 
ed, tarred, and have an additional plank at 
the head to enable it to reſiſt the force of 
the waves. With two boards, and ſome 
nails from an old boat, one of the ſoldiers, 
who underſtood a little the trade of a car- 
penter, effected the latter part of the buſi- 
neſs, but we wanted every material for the 
other repairs, We ranſacked the maga- 
zines to no purpoſe, and during the whole 
night I ceaſed not to puzzle my brain in 
order to invent ſome expedient. 


At break of day, as I was going to viſit 
the workmen, I trad on an old and large 
cord that lay on the bank. Elate with my 
good fortune, I carried it to my ſoldiers; 
inſtantly it was cut to pieces, and unravell- 
ed; we had thus a ſupply of tow, and the 
three moſt important leaks were topped. 
The difficulty was to faſten and keep in the 


tow; tov; my workmen propoſed to me to cover 
NB! the 


* 
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the chinks with laths, but we had no nails 
of any ſort. Neceſlity is the mother of 
invention. With a wimble, which was the 
only tool we had, we made holes round the 
leaky places; ſome ſmall cord, which I 
found in my baggage, being paſſed through 
them, and the holes afterwards filled up 
with pegs, the laths were ſo firmly faſtened 
as to prevent the water from penetrating 
the boat. At three o'clock in the afternoon 
our repairs were completed, the helm fixed, 
and the oars adjuſted; and I ordered my 
people to be ready by the next morning. 


When we were juſt on the point of ſetting 
off, a caravan of Yakoutſk merchants ap- 
| peared; they were going to Okotik, and 1 
entreated M. Allegretti to embrace the op- 
portunity of accompanying them. Our ſe- 
paration took place at nine o'clock. On 
leaving him, all the ſervices he had ren« 
dered me, and the proofs of attachment he 
i had 


1 
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had | evinced, prevented themſelves to my 
view, and made an impreſſion on my heart. 


I engaged two of the ſoldiers to row me, 
one of whom was the man that had before 
made this voyage; Nedarezoff was at the 
helm; and Golikoff and I were to relieve 


bim when he ſhould be tired. The rapi- 


dity of the current carried us on with ſuch 


violence, that we could eaſily diſpenſe with 


the cars. At the rate we ſailed my ſoldiers 
had no doubt that we ſhould reach the fa- 
mous cataract before night, which was more 
than eighty werſis from the place of our de- 
parture. Their converſation turned ſolely 
upon the dangers we ſhould have to en- 
counter. Though I was already prepoſ- 
ſeſſed with the idea of their inexperience, 
by continyally hearing theſe diſcourſes, dic- 
tated by fear, I began at laſt to be alarmed 
myſelf, and reſolved to act with all poſſible 
Om that 1 might have no reaſon to 


3c | reproach 
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reproach myſelf. I frequently went on 
ſhore, and walked along the river to ſee 
how far the navigation was ſafe. Towards 
the evening a weſt north-weſt wind brought 

on rain. Rather than run any riſk in ſuch 
bad weather I halted, and ordered 125 tent 

eee. i 


The gens; day; e a hours naviga- 
tion, interrupted by frequent landings to 
obſerve the approach of the cataract, we at 
laſt perceived it. Accompanied by my two 
pilots, I went to examine the ſpot. At a 
ſhort diſtance from it I faw a little ſtony 
iſland, which is only perceptible when the 
waters begin to fall. My ſoldiers adviſed 
me to paſs, if the waters were ſufficiently - 
high, by the way of a canal which we ſhould , 
find at the right; though the deſcent was 
very rapid, they aſſured me that it was no- _ 
thing in compariſon with that of the rata-. 
nct. This advice engroſſed my whole at- 
erte f tention, 
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tentlon, and having eonvinced myſelf of its 
utility, I returned to the boat, reſolved to 
put it in practice. I encouraged my people 
in the beſt manner I could, and then took 
the helm. Nedarezoff ſat by me, and Go- 
likoff aſſiſted one of the rowers, for we had 
only two oars. We proceeded in this man- 
ner till we reached the conflux of the two 
ſtreams, one of which led to the canal, and 
the other loſt itſelf in the cataract, The 
impetuoſity of the latter would have drawn 
us into the abyſs, but for the {kill and ſtrength 
of my rowers. The inſtant the ſignal is 
given, their nervous arms are ſtretched to 
ſtrike the oar, and to ſtruggle againſt the 
. waves; the waters rage and foam, and the 
violent ſhocks they give to our boat, my un- 
deaſing exhortations, and more than all the 
fear of being deſtroyed, redouble the ar- 
dour of my ſoldiers. We are at length ex- 
tricated from the treacherous current, and 
W into che canal, © How ſmooth did its 
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waters 
To; grow pop after REN terrifying paſſage 
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0 was ſufficient to direct the boat. * 
i hing * t. N 
When we w 
ere at 0 
curioſity led 1 
— dene 
Nine: - 4, ; — N me a 9 33 
thi tis palge, ul n fel 106% A 
2 would infallibly be _— * 
he e A ier 3 . 


% , , 
_—_ 4 ww 
8 « by< 11 43 i 
74 1 
| 4+ * * 


fate | 

— if, in . bauen 
ee ie follow. the 2 1 
I ee it the r ne 34 
upon. ds of the waves Nn PE. 

noiſe from _ . with a deafeni * = s 

thres:, 2 t of. twenty; feet upon ; 
bom: and. ones dled bh. | 
over which a e 


pals. Without a miracle, how ſhould it 
avoid ſinking, or eſcape the being daſhed 
to pieces? Meanwhile, when the water is 
ſo low as to render the eanal not navigable, 

| there is no other way left. My guides in- 
formed me that the-boats were always un- 
laded before the riſk was attempted, and 
that this was all the precaution that was 
taken, and all the ſkill that could be diſ- 

_ Played by the pilots. Theſe cataracts are 
We had {till a difficult paſs to make, that 
terrified my people; it is called Podporcjenci, 
et the ebb of the cataract, which is about 

| the diſtance of a werſt from it. They 
were ſtill talking of it when we arrived, and 
had feareely time te explain to them the 
manceuvre which I thought it neceſſary to 
practice. Our object was to chooſe the 
deepeſt ſide; the blackneſs of the water 

emed to pœint it out, and I ſteered towards 


En 
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t. The multiplicity and bulk of the waves 
toſſed us about with more violence than if 
ve had been in the open ſea. All at once 
our boat was pitched upon a rock that was 
on a level with the water, and which none 
of us had perceived. We were thrown 
down by the force of the ſhock; my com- 
panions imagined themſelves to be loſt, and 
had not the courage to raiſe themſelves ; it 
was in vain I called upon them to row on; 
they paid no attention to my cries. L 
caught hold of the helm, and perceiving 
that the boat had ſuſtained no injury, I ani» 
mated their drooping ſpirits, and prevailed | 
on' them to take their ſtations. We owed 
our ſafety to the moſs with which the rock 
dus covered; the boat touched it in its 
paſſage; and _ _—_ — ny 
eee e 
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paſs exactly in the middle of the ſtream, 
cn! Us and 
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and to pay no attention to the waves which 
riſe, and ſeem to break againſt the rocks. 
'The paſſage is about three hundred yards. 
At the bottom of this -podporojenei, ano- 
ther river empties itſelf ; the clearneſs of its 
water, and the ſmoothneſs of its current by 
the ſide of the agitation and turmoil of the 
 Yudoma, form ſo ſtriking a contraſt, that 
the eye for a long time 6 the one 
W the other. | 


3 the lefe, of this laſt is another arm 
equally. formidable, and which is called 
Tibortofſkoi-protok, or devil's arm. It pours 
itſelf into the Yudoma about thirty werſts 
from where this river joins the Maya. It is 
known by the number of rocks and dead 
trees that obſtruct its entrance; if you are 
not careful to ſteer conſtantly to the right, 
you are drawn in by a very rapid current, 
and your ruin is inevitable. | 
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I hoped to kill a bear that was prowling 
on the bank; I loaded my gun with deer- 
ſhot, and fired at it, but in ſpite of its 
wound it fled to the woods, and I loſt ſight 
of it. The next moment a beautiful rein 
deer ſtarted fifteen paces before me, but my 
gun not being charged, it eſcaped. I ſaw 
alſo a number of argalis, ſwans, geeſe, and 
a fox, but I could reach none of them. 


This day I perceived, for the firſt time 

ſince my departure from Yudomfkoi-kreſt, 
a foreſt of pine trees. To make up for it, 1 
had not been able to count the numerous 
woods of firs that preſented themſelves to 
my view, both on the right and left, and it 
s this tree & that furniſhes the maſts and 
other timber uſed in all the dock IRONY 
this coaſt, frog 
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fever, but I paid no great attention to it; 1 


merely laid myſelf doun in the boat, and 


obſerved no other regimen than that of 
drinking cold water. We no longer halted 
during the night, as our 8 Was 
erk e n | | 


a eee the aſſertions I had 
heard, T could not eaſily believe that the 
Ourak was more rapid than the Yudoma. 
We ſailed on the latter ten, twelve, and fre- 
quently fifteen werſts an hour. Its moſt 
regular direction appeared to be weſt, and 
it forms at rn 
Fmall nd l - | 


I entered the A8 on the 22, at two 
&elock in the morning, 'and proceeded in a 
direction nearly north, but inclining now 
and then to the eaſt. The banks of this 
river are leſs ſeep, leſs dreary than thoſe of 


the 3 g. 8 at intervals there are 


moun- 
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mountains and even rocks. The difference 


of the current was ſtill more perceptihle, as | 


we only ſailed four werſts an hour. 


- About noon we met nine boats loaded 
with a variety of military ſtores for M. 
Billings expedition. They were drawn by 
men, and were going up the rivers that we 
had deſcended. I was not able to approach 
them, but I knew that they were bound 


for Okotſk, under the command of M. 


Behring, ſon of the navigator, to whom 
Ruſſia owes ſuch intereſting diſcoveries on 
the north-weſt coaſt of, America. He ex» 
pected, I was told, to be fix weeks in per- 
— 


- 


ria ee 


had no other way of keeping them off than 
by the ſmoke of rotten wood, with which 
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e were obliged to make an inceſſant fire in 
the night as well as in the day. x. 


In the afternoon of the 2g, I quitted the 
river Maya for another, larger and more 
rapid, called the Aldann “; but I merely 
croſſed it, in order to gain a habitation on 


the other e eee 
e wi 58 
ir 4 | 


I found care ſome marines belonging to 


M. Billings's expedition, who adviſed me to 
embrace the opportunity of a number of 


Horſes. of burthen, lately arrived, and that 
would on their return convey me as far as 


a Amgui. According to my itinerary, I was 


to go by water to Belſkaia-prreprava, which 


is in the uſual ourſe from | Okotſk to 


* It] Pole ieſelf ir into o the . at a lit diſtance from, 
Rr alia; TE - We i SIO © 


(6: + This Ho is cad Ou prin, 0 or harbour of 
the mouth of the Maya. 
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Vakoutſk, but in going by way of Amgüi 
I ſnould conſiderably ſhorten it. This cer- 
tainty, and the happy chance that provided 
-me with horſes, induced” we to alter my 
eee l 0 e 


I paid my an *, and as their orders 
were to leave the boat at Belſkaia-pereprava, 
which was a hundred and fifty werſts far- 
ther, they continued their courſe on the 
Aldann. They were not a werſt from me, 
when I repented the havin diſmiſſed them. 
The Yakouts, to whom the horſes belonged, 
and who were apprehenſive of fatiguing 
them too much, heard with regret that I 
intended to make uſe of them. Not during 
openly to refuſe me, they endeavoured to 
eſcape by ſtealth : they were purſued, and 
by dint of promiſes brought back. To make 


lure-of them e ot. 08 e in ahem | 


A 25 During my five days navigation I had | ranked r 
deren ae. | 


1 
1 

| 
HB 
[| 


all 


295 © + TRAVELS 


all up in one iſba, from which they were not 
permitted to comeout till they had conſented 

wt conduct me to Amgui ; the precaution = 
had in the mean time been taken of ſelect- 
ing ten of the beſt horſes for my uſe. 


After a good night's reſt, which effec- - 
tually recovered me from my flight indiſ- 
poſition, I gaily mounted my horſe, accom- 
panied by the Yakouts, who had been lec- 
tured by Golikoff, and were become more 
docile, I was aſtoniſhed at their good hu- 
mour, which made them ſing the whole 


Their muſic is by no means agreeable, 
and conſiſts of a monotonous and continual 
ſhake in the throat, They are however 
great improvviſatori. Their words coſt 

them no labour or efforts of genius, and the | 
| ſubject is derived from whatever paſſes be- 


bor them, or occurs to their mind. If a 
bird 
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bird flies by their ſide, they will make a 
ſong of it that ſhall laſt for an hour. Not 
that their imagination accumulates ideas; 
the ſong, on the contrary, is nothing more 
than an endleſs repetition of the n 
Lo! the bird in bis "yy % 


For the ſpace of a rites 
' travelled acroſs a moving ſwampy in which 
our horſes ſunk ſo deep that we were 
obliged to alight in order to aſſiſt in ex - 
tricating them; the reſt of the way was not 
ſo bad. In the midſt of a large wood, 1 
ſaw upon the border of a lake two fiſhers 
men employed in making their winter pro- 
viſions. Their whole habitation was mere- 
ly a roof made of the bark of trees; when 
the ſummer. is at an end, they ſeek-among 
their relations a leſs expoſed and warmer 
3 > KEEL, d en 
3 we had »grat deal of ri, pars | 
a p 8 ticularly 
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ticularly. while 1 halted, which was from 
four o clock in the afternoon till eight in 
the evening. My Lakouts, to defend them- 
ſelves from it, placed upon their ſhoulders a 
bears” ſkin in the manner of a cape. The 
tail of a horſe, fixed in the large handle of 
a whip, ſerved to keep off the flies. We 
were ſo haraſſed by them, that I heſitated 
not in having recourſe to this ſpecies of fly 
Fung; 1 


The 26 furniſhed nothing remarkable, 
I arrived in the evening at the border of the 
river Amga, two hundred werſts from the 
harbour of the mouth of the Maya. Its 
depth took from us all deſire of croſſing it 
by fording, and the boats in the mean time 
were all on the oppoſite ſide. We called 
for aſſiſtance, but it was to no purpoſe. 

| Out of patience at ſeeing no perſon appear, 

one of my Yakouts ſtripped himſelf, and 

ſWam ober to fetch us a boat. The croſs- 
3 | ing 
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ing TI our whole caravan was not com 
pleted in leſs than an hour. We imme 
diately mounted our horſes, in order to 
reach the habitation of a Yakout prince; 
named Girkoff. In our way 1 ſaw-/a mums 
ber of yourts, but they were all at leaſt a 
werſt from one another. At a little diſtance 
from that of the Hueſefſt, or prinoe, Goli- 
koff went on before, to endeavour to pro- 


cure us a good reception 


The prince really ſhowed me great civi- 
lity; he not only offered me his yourt, and | 
treated me with milk and excellent butter, 
but promiſed that his beſt horſes “ ſhould 
the ny n AY ſervice. Being in- 


e el 
e cattle, he had a ud. of 
two thouſand horſes in very good condition, though he had 
boſt a conſiderable number by the conveyantes occaſioned 
7 Billings expedition, From the manner in which 
he ſpoke of his ſubmiſſion to the will of the empreſs, I 
FFF 
bie I. 1 Oe 


813 formed 


formed that I ſtood in need of repoſe, he 
pointed out the hut he had deſtined for me, 
and While it was preparing, he had the po- 
liteneſs to ſhow me the conveniences of his 
yourt, which was one of the beſt I had yet 


- The fize of theſe houſes varies according 
to the wealth of the proprietor, and the 
number of his family. Beams, placed by 
the ſide of one another, and plaiſtered with 
. clay, form the walls, which are not like ours, 
perpendicular. Inclining towards the top, 
they ſupport a roof, the ſlope of which is 
very inconſiderable: in ſome yourts the 


_ _ oof is ſupported by poſts. The houſe has 


but one door, and is divided, as I have al- 
ready obſerved, into two apartments. The 
cleaneſt is inhabited by the family, who 
fleep in diſtinct huts, diſtributed at equal 
diſtances againſt the walls, and which I can 
to nothing better than the fmall - 
„ bene cabins 
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cabins in Dutch ſhips: every couple have a 
hut to themſelves. The other part of the 


yourt is for the cattle, and is nothing more 


than a ſtable. In the center of the building is 
a round chimney made of wood, and guarded 
from accidents by a thick clay covering. 
When they light a fire, the wood is placed 
perpendicularly. Croſs beams are occa- 


ſionally placed in the chimney, upon which 


they hang their kettles, and thefe are re- 
peated, in proportion to 925 number of veſ- 
«his have to boil. - 


ta eee 
trough is fixed, and mare's milk-every day 


put into it, and ſtirred with a Rick, ſimilar | 


to what is made uſe of in churning butter. 


Every perſon who enters, the women pars 


 ieularly, before they attend to any other 
bulinefs, ſtir the milk a few minutes; it is 
by. this means they . procure that ſouriſh, 
but at the ſame time pleaſant beverage, called 


Grd, | koumcuſs. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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koumouiſs. / if allowed to ferment, it he- 
comes a very potent liquor. 


— 


f M 1 ſpoke t . Ruſſian language tole- 
rably well ; Lembraced the opportunity of 
drawing from him ſome information re- 
ſpecting the cuſtoms, manners, and religion 
of his countrymen, which I ſhall inſert in 
this/place, together -with ſome notes that! 
had before made on theſe ſubjects. * 
When ſummer commences, they leave 
their winter habitations, and with their fa- 
milies, and a ſmall number of horſes, go to 
make their harveſts of fodder for conſump- 


5 tion during the froſt ſeaſorf. They repair to 


a conſiderable diſtance from their yourt, and 
to the moſt fertile cantons. In their ab- 
ſence, the horſes are left to the care of _ 
the ſervants, and the neighbouring pal» 


wiſh... gk S661 many of theſe Gies o whom his kn. 
guage was/as familiar as their own. . 


| WL tures 
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ined! ſerve for the maintenance e N 


| 3 not having been 
preſent, at their feſtival in the /month of 
| May, in celebration of the return of ſpring. 
They aſſemble in the open country, where | 
they. roaſt oxen. and horſes ; and being ſup- 
plied with an abundance of fermented kou- 7 
mouiſs, they eat and drink to ſatiety, dancing | 
| and ſinging at intervals, and concluding at 
laſt with necromancies. Their chamans 
preſide. in theſe feſtivals, and deal out t their 
| ee ann. . 605 5 


ln 

45 Theſe ib as "at! liberty. and | 
more reverec than in Kamtſchatka. Re- 
garded as interpreters of the gods, they 
grant their mediation to the ſtupid Yakout, 
Who implores it with trembling, but always 
pays for it. I have ſeen theſe dupes give 
their fineſt horſe to conduct a chaman to his 


„ vol. 11, X wWllage. 


village. 
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Nothing can be more frightful 
than the magic exhibitions of theſe impoſ- 
tors. As I knew nothing of them but from 
report, I was deſirous of being preſent. I 
was aſtoniſhed at the veracity of the account 
that had been given me: as I have already 
accurately related it *, I ſhall content my- 
ſelf with deſcribing the chaman that exhi- 


Dreſſed in a habit that was ornamented 
with bells and plates of iron, which made a 


- deafening noiſe, he beat beſides on a bouben, 


or tabor, with a degree of force that was 
terrifying. He then ran about like a ma- 
niac, with his mouth open, and his head 
turned in every direction. His black de- 
ſhevelled hair + concealed his face, and be- 


. See Vol. I. p- 184. 


c — ͤ „„ 
who let their hair grow, and tie Ken. from * 


2 
— 
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neath it proceeded at one moment real 
groans, the next tears and ſobs, and then 


loud peals of laughter, TP 
r eee 


In the idolatry of the Yakouts, we find 
all the abſurdities and ſuperſtitious practices 
of the ancient Kamtſchadales, Koriacs, 
Tchouktchis, and other inhabitants of theſe 
countries. They have however ſome more 
ſolid principles; and amidſt the ridiculous 
fictions under which they are buried, we 
meet with ideas ingenious enough reſpect- b 
ing the ſupreme being, miracles, and fu- 
ture rewards "_ puniſhments. | 


But I was chiefly ſtruck with the vivacity 


delight in the fables drawn from their ab- 
ſurd mythology, and they relate them with 
all the confidence of credulity itſelf. By 

comparing them with our own, one is tempt - 
a X 2 „ 


md ſingularity of their tum of mind. Then 
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ed no longer t to hold-i in ſuch eſteem our an- 
cient and modern fabuliſts, when we ſee this 
ſpecies of compoſition cultivated by ſuch ri- 
vals. The two following fables were tranſ- 
OE for me by One word boy word. 


„ e in 3 1 
tween the different ſpecies of fiſh. The queſtion was the eſta- 


bliſhment of a tribunal of ſupreme judges, whoſe buſineſs 


it ſhould be to govern the whole finny tribe. The her- 
ring, and moſt diminutive fiſh, conceived that they had 
as much right to the prerogative as the ſalmon. From one 
thing to another the diſpute became ſo warm that the ſmall 
fiſh united in a body againſt the large, who took advantage 
of their weakneſs to infult and perſecute them. Hence 
- inteſtine and bloody wars that end in the deſtruction of one 
of the two parties. The vanquiſhed, who eſcaped from 
being killed, fled to the ſmall canals, and left the large fiſh, 
Who had the victory, maſters of the lake. en 
of the ſtrongeſt. 


The other fable bears a greater reſem- 
blance to our old women's tales, with which 
children are terrified, and the tediouſneſs 
- of a ruſtic evening beguiled. I ſhould be 
apt to org that it was the _—_— of 


a chaman © ot rela 
52 „ A Yakout 
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A Yakout had failed in reſpect, or done ſome injury to 
his chaman. The devil, to avenge the latter, transformed 
himfelf into a cow; and, having mixed in the herd, con- 
trived, While it was feeding by the ſide of a wood, to ſteal 
the fineſt heifers. In the evening when the herdſman re- 


turned, his enraged maſter aſcribed all the Toſs to his neg- 


ligence, and drove him from his houſe, Immediately the 
devil appeared in the dreſs of a herdſman, an agreement was 
made, and the next day he drove the cows to field. One, 
two days paſſed, and the Yakout ſaw nothing of his herd: 
Ia his diſtreſs he, went with his wife, ſearched every where, 
for his cows, and at laſt found them—but'in what diſorder! 


Upon his approach they began to ſkip and dance to the 


ſound. of the flute & of the perfidious herdſman. The maſ- 
ter ſtormed and raved, «4 Hold there,” ſaid the devil to 


him. It well becomes thee indeed, who haſt abuſed the = 


confidence of the moſt reſpectable of chamans, to ac- 
cuſe me of ſtealing thy herd. May this ſerve. thee as a 
* leſſon, and teach thee to give to every man that which 
belongs to him.“ Upon this the herd and the herdſ- 
man diſappeared, and the poor Yakout loſt all his property. 


The place where this ſcene paſſed,” has 


fines that titne been conſidered us the ubode 


of infernal ſpirits. The incredulous ſcru- 
ple not to alert that the devil hi nale the 
| ® The r which I hare le» lum, js « dens 


. nes; wr Ao 
and its tone is not leſs acute.” mai 


* 
* 
14 
9 
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cos, was no other than the chaman him- 
ſelf; but ſuch is the ſimplicity of the honeſt 


Yakouts, that they feel a repugnance at this 
ſuf) N and treat it as horrible blaſphemy. 


Rails of old tortds of the 'Yakouts 
were frequently pointed out to me in the 
woods. They were coffins clumſily made, 


and ſuſpended on the branches of trees. I 


know not from what motive they have re- 
nounced this cuſtom of expoſing their dead 
in the open air, and at a diſtance from their 
habitations; but at preſent their mode of 
interment is ſimilar to that of chriſtians. 


- The funerals are attended with a kind of 
pomp more or leſs magnificent, in proportion 
to the rank and wealth of the defunct. If 
a prince, he is arrayed in his fineſt habits, 
and moſt ſplendid arms. The body, placed 
in a coffin, is carried by the family to the 
tomb; deep n announce the ſolemn 


60 5 proceſſion. 
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proceſſion. His favourite horſe, and another 
and led by a valet, or near relation, walk by: 
the ſide of the corpſe. When arrived at 
the burying place, they are tied to two 


maſter is interred, their throats are cut over 
the corpſe. This bloody libation is the ho- 
mage paid to his attachment to theſe ani- 


mals, who are ſuppoſed to follow him into 


the other world, where it is unagined that 
he will again be able ta enjoy them. They 
are then flayed; the head and hide, in one 
entire piece, are fixed horizontally. upon the 


erected. - A fire is then kindled, and the 
laſt proof of friendſhip for the deceaſed 


various colours, or ornamented with rude ſculpture, 


8 e 


ſtakes & fixed near the grave, and while the 


branches of trees at a fmall diſtance from 
the grave; and ſuch is the memorial that is 


conſiſts in roaſting and eating upon the ſpot 
theſe favoured animals. The feaſt being 


* The bark is tipped of and ths Me Aber Hd 


* — 
” 
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concluded the company diſperſes. T 


ſame ceremonial is obſerved for a woman, 
except that inſtead of a horſe, yy ſacrifice | 
her favourite cow.” 

- The ti not and in' general 
large. They reſemble the Tartars in the 
caſt, of 'their features, and there is ſaid alſo 
to be a great ſimilarity in the idioms of 
theſe two people; I can only affirm that 


the Yakouts are very abrupt in their man- 


ner of ſpeaking, and do not connect their 


% 
= - - 4 
words 6 7 
* a = 
A = 
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Their dreſs is ſimple, and nearly the ſame 
all the year round; the only difference is, 
that in winter it is made of ſkins. Over 


their chemiſe they commonly wear a large 


ſtriped-waiſtcoat with ſleeves. Their breeches 
do not extend below the middle of the 
thigh, but their long, boots, called /arr, 


" $44" 


reach above the knee. In hot weather ee 
wear FRY but the breeches. 2 
8 
ier cn to WT better than any 
other nation in the world, and their vanity 
in this reſpect is carried ſo far, that they 


to travellers their moſt n ſteeds®, 

N nic = 88 
wee forning” a part of che political 
code of theſe people. Obliged to make 


aſſembles them together. Notwithſtanding 
this licence, they are jealous to exceſs, and 


n e eee, ne cernbz: 
150 | 
Ante ane prince Girkof * 


found when I awoke nine excellent horſes 


TOO I rage” 
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avoid, from a ſentiment of diſdain, giving | 


frequent journies, a Yakout has a wife in 
every place where he ſtops, but he never 


the ſworn enemies of whoever ſhall dare to 


* I peaking of te aue, I ought thre added tat | 


ready | 


\ 


— Sr hogs mag nog ene. = 
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ready ſaddled®. He wiſhed me to ride bis 
favourite horſe, becauſe it ambled with per- 
fe eaſe. Overwhelmed with his civilities, 


left him the 27 at an early hour, with the 
conſoling hope of more frequently meeting 
with habitations, Where I might ſometimes 


e eee n 

A few paces from the * habita- 
tion, which is called Amguinſtoi-ſtanovie, or 
Amgui halt, I ſawin the road wooden images 
of a bird about the ſize of a duck, or a cor- 
morant; they are emblematical repreſenta- 


tions of 'a malicious divinity,” the terror of 


the whole canton. The moſt abſurd ſtories 
are told upon this ſubject; it is ſaid, for 
example, that this diabolical-ſpirit has fre · 
quently led nme road, * 
devoured their horſes. | 


P * 
- 
a 1111 * Ta 
* 


IJ 
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I alghted i in the evening at the houſe of 


T. horſes pay here the — in Siberia. 
oi . 


- 
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nother Vakout prince®, who had juft fer. 
3 in his eee Wen nynyy 
ſeemed to be equally ane . 8 
ſhall here inſert a deſcription 1 their 8 
is, for ſuch is the name by e 
neee are called. i 


Like the younts of the the mandring Ka 
riacs, they are circular, ſpacigus, ae 
ſtructed with poles, fewer in num E 
ranged in the ſame manner, and kept wo 
der by a ſort of hoops at the top; the whol 
covered in with the bark of Mi 
placed in a downward direQtion.” 
| Pieces are edged barns : 
feſtoons, and the infide of the yourt-is _ 

* There would be no end — 
to mention eee ee | 
Yakout princes, _ 

— 2 


TY 15 
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* 


mented i in the ln The taſte of 
theſe ornaments; is governed by the caprice 
of thegpröprietor, and there is in them a 
fort of wildneſs that is ſufficiently amuſing, 
The ſame decoration is annexed to the chairs 
and beds of the heads of families. The 
domeſtics lie upon the ground on mats or 
ſkins, gad.the-fire 1s un. in the middle 
| of the kong DOT B18 1! 
1 eee eee 
. 
for a conſiderable time along its banks. 
The heat incommoded me as much as the 
flies, and I was ſo thirſty that 1. e at 
—— APASIREY ps. Bonne 


best ears ee 
. 
Yarmangui;which is two hundred werſts from 
Amgui, and on the border of the Lena. By 
croſſing this river I ſhould be at Yakoutſk; 
but by a regulation of the governor, every 
traveller was obliged” to wait here till he 
192097! had 


— — —— — — _ 
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had (permiſſion to enter the. cowl; Diss 
agreeable as was this kind of quaramtine, I 
bad reconciled myſelf to it, when i ſubaltern 
officer fequeſted me to go tuo hund yards 
farther, where I ſhould find the inſpector 
general, and a lieutenant belonging to Mr. 
Billings. They were informed of my arri- 
val, and received me with the moſt flatter- 
ing demonſtrations of eſteem and joy. I 
had no ſooner explained to them how much 
the delay with which I was threatened 
would counteract my views; than they gave 
inſtant orders for my being condugtod to 
the other ſide of the river, adding, that they 
were ſure of the'approbation of the gover- 
nor, to whom lad long ſince been announe- 
ed and recommended. | L 25 
5 en e150: 1 % Ritt, Hr M 5 
At noon I: enter the boat provided for 

me, and was four hours in croſſing the Lena 
ne As far as 1 could 
| 5 er b nani nt judgs 


Qiil 
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| Judge by my eye, this river cannot be leſs 
e e Foie | 


n 


„ At eee who, as was cuſtomary, 


led me to the apartment which he thought 
proper to fix upon for my reſidence. I re- 
queſted him to direct me to the houſe of 
M. Marklofski, the governor, whom I im- 
mediately viſited. He received me with the 
utmoſt - politeneſs, converſing entirely in 

French, which ſeemed very familiar to him. 
After complimenting me upon the rapidity 
of my journey *, and my fortunate arrival, 
he invited me to ſtay a fe days at Yakoutſk, 
to recover . * my ns" 


| But of all his/obliging” offers dhe 
eee 


' 1 was the firſt traveller this year from Okorl that had 
yet artived at Yakoutſk. The diſtance betwoen theſs places 
3 


ſup 
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ſap the ſame evening with M. Billings. 1 

had a ſtrong deſire to be acquainted- with | 

him, and I waited with impatience till the 
travellers, gave us a degree of familiarity the 
moment we met, and we might have been 
taken for old acquaintance ; in the mean 
time we were both perfectly reſerved upon 
the ſubject of our reſpective miſſions, care 
fully avoiding in converſation every thing 
that might lead to it. I admired the deli- 
facy and prudence of M. Billings in this rei- 
"pet: during my ſtay I dined once at his 
houſe, and we met every morning and even- 

ing at the governors*; but during our in- 
ae eee eee _ 

e 14 0 „ 


e dept vs the aka | 
met in ils cu the frigates of cur ar 


2 


*M. Marklofki was to hold the office ll M. Kal 


- 
* 
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: tion. He would have conſidered it as a hap- 
pineſs and honour to have executed the 
generous intentions of his miſtreſs, by fur- 


niſhing the count de la Perouſe with every 


_ affiſtance/in his power. It is a debt that he 


_ owed,:-but had no other way of diſcharging, 
be ſaid; except towards me. There was in 
eee 


3 Heidinks . 
Was adviſed to ſail up the Lena as far as 
Irkoutſæ. This was the more agreeable to 
— —•—ʒ———ʃ 
as the delay it would occaſion could not be 
more than four or five days. As ſoon as 1 
had reſolved upon it, M. Billings aſſiſted 


me in procuring a boat, ordered two ſails to 
bel made of my tent, gave me one of his 
truſty ſoldiers for a pilot. and in ſhort fur- 


niſhed me with every thing. that might be 


uſeful in my paſſage. . 
| | The 


f1/214 
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"the five days that 1 ſtayed at Yakoutſk 
were ſpent in preparations for my depar- 


ture. I had leiſure however to remark that 


this was the moſt pleaſant and populous 
town I had yet ſeen in the whole extent ;of 
ys ms: 


It is bile ae des tit dit hs” 
Lena ; the houſes 'are of wood, but- large 
and commodious; that of the governor faces 
the port. The majority of the churches 
are of ſtone. The port, which is dry at lo-] 
water, is formed by att arm of the river */ 
that, in deſeribing an angle, flows under 
trade here are merely barks; the greater 
part of them are uſed for tranſporting the 


proviſions ſent by government, fuch as ſalt 
and flour. II” 


| * The Lenz croſſes Siberla in nearly its del part; | 
from north-eaſt to fouth-weſt, and reel 
into the Frozen Ocean. 5200 70 5 


VOL. II. | Y 855 theſs” 
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theſe boats, for the conveyance of their 
commodities, from the neighbourhood of 
the ſource of the Lena, where they are 


The Yakouts come not to the town but 
when buſineſs obliges them; it is almoſt 
wholly inhabited by Ruſſians. - The effects 
of civilization. are perceptible in their man- 
ners and cuſtoms; the ſocial ſpirit, and the 
gaiety that is diffuſed among them, concur, 
with the intereſts of commerce, to keep up 
among the inhabitants that active inter- 
courſe which is the ſource of wealth, and 
. the . of life *. 


en ſupplied myſelf) with b afreſh ſtock. 
ol proviſions, I iet Yakoutſk 5 July at one 
_ ofelock in the morning. In the northern 
: REA iT it is known, that for more than a 
1 ſhall oy nothing of the mode of be. as it 


mir o that of Ok 
6 — . N i week 
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week the interval between day and night is | 


ſcarcely perceptible. Already therefore the 


twilight announced the approach of the ſun, 


and we could perfectly diſtinguiſh the ſand 
banks that line this river as far as the firſt 
ſtage.” Not being able always to avoid them, 
my guides, or rather the men who drew my 
boat, beſought us every inſtant to place our- 
ſelves in the water like them, to aſſiſt in 
| hauling it over the ſhoals. Frequently 
alſo, notwithſtanding the enormous width 
of the river, we reſolved to row a croſs, with 
the hope of finding a more eaſy paſlage; 
but in this attempt the violence of the cur- 
rent drifted us half a werſt, more or leſs, 
back again. Large pieces of ice were till 
viſible on the bank, and would continue ſo, 
I was MITRA my the ge 5 
1 mal not give a W account wy every 
day's navigation. The obſervations it fur- 
niſhed are too little intereſting not to ſpare 
el * 8 the 
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the reader the tireſome uniformity of ſuck 


| The ſtages are eſtimated by ſtations, and 
are frequently thirty, forty, fifty, ſixty, ſe- 
venty, and even eighty werſts “. The rea- 
der may judge from this of the labour of 
thoſe unfortunate beings who are condemn- 
dell to this ſervice; that is, to haul the boats 

from one ſtation to another. For the ſpace 

of twelve hundred werſts, this terrible em- 
ployment is the puniſhment inflicted on 
convicts and malefactors. They ſhare this 
labour with horſes; but when the boat runs 
agaground, the beaſt is ſupplied by a man, and 
then he has the moſt difficult paſſes to ſur- 
culprits is a ſmall quantity of flour allowed 
by government. The Yakout princes in 
the neighbourhood. are obliged alſo to con- 


; Tue poſi expetces are not the greater on account of | 
W * 


tribute 


_ * 
13 
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tribute to their ſupport, and in caſe of need, 
to aſſiſt them with men and horſes, 


Many of theſe miſerable beings are mar- 
ried ; they retire with their families in iſbas 
that are half in ruins, and ſcattered here 

and there along the right bank of the river. 
1 was one day obliged by the rain to ſeek a 
ſhelter in one of theſe habitations; I choſe 


the moſt promiſing, but in entering it I was 


nearly overcome by the noxious air, and 
words are too weak to deſcribe the ſhocking 
picture of miſery that ſtruck my eyes. So 
far from finding a ſhelter in this houſe, I | 
was in the courſe of a quarter of an hour 
a torrent from every opening in the roof, 
pate ee e r 


Filing and 8 fill up the Eure 
hours of theſe out- laws; their vicious pro- 
A and they are in- 
one 8 fluenced 
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fluenced by- no other. motive than intereſt 
or fear. Upon the approach of a boat, they 
always attempt by flight to eſcape from the 
painful ſervice impoſed on them by govern- 
ment. They played me this trick more 
than once. When I arrived at a ſtation, 
of five or ſix men who ought to be con- 
ſtantly ready to receive the commands of 
travellers, one only appeared; the reſt had 
hid themſelves in the woods, and my pre- 
| ceding guides were obliged. to conduct me 
to the next ſtation . I recompenſed theſe 
unfortunate creatures the more readily, as 
upon diſmiſſing them I frequently ſaw their 
feet covered with blood, SF 


They over-reached me one morning in 

a ſingular manner. A poſt boat going 

down the river, paſſed near ours; it was 
= They always faſtened to my boat a ſmall canoe, in 

which they return home, e Weng 07" 
oP PILAR Os. | 


—. 


Golkoff's 8 
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Golikoff's turn to watch. The cunning raſ- 
cals aſked his leave to change with their com- 
rades, and they knew ſo well how to per- 
ſuade him it was for our advantage, that 
he conſented. Eager to inform me of our 
good fortune, he awaked me, but it was 
merely to make me a witneſs with what 
ſpeed our villains ſailed away, inſtead of 
joining the boat that drifted by us. The 
confuſion of Golikoff at the ſight" may well 
be conceived; he knew not what excuſe to 
make me, as we were obliged to draw the 
boat ourſelves to the next ſtation; fortu- 
nately however it was at no great diſtance. 

The men who had conducted the poſt boat 
were ſtill there, and my two ſoldiers quickly 
engaged them in our ſervice. Their ready, 
compliance was I believe chiefly owing to 
the brutal tone of Golikoff; our adventure 
had put him ſo much out of humour, that 
he could no longer be prevailed upon to 
uſe moderation. « You do not know,” ſaid 
pager II 
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he to me, * how to treat theſe raſcals. If 
] were to imitate your example, we ſhould 
. « be inſulted at every poſt, or be reduced 
to anne arne 
. 1 * 


enen a14Jnly at Olms 

without meeting with any other inconveni- 
ence. This town, the firſt I had ſeen ſince 
my departure from Vakoutſk, is ſeven or 
eight hundred werſts from it, though in the 
poſt expences it is only eſtimated at ſix 
hundred. It is ſituated at the mouth of a 
river of the ſame name, and is ſmall, badly 
built, and offers nothing worth notice. 1 
. if oh 
3 Ae * en canoe came up 
to us, with only one man in it. He offered 
aan RTE = wh be het | 


: 


| 5 5 . ab called Qltmink, 


ſuipped 
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| ſtripped in the neighbouring woods; my 
ſoldiers were eager to purchaſe it in order 
to cover our boat. My trader was a Toun- 
goule, and belonged to a family that was 


| ſettled on the left bank e. I did not loſe 


fo good an opportunity of being better ac- 
quainted with theſe people; I ordered 
therefore my boat to be faſtened 'on the 
right bank, and accompanied only by Go- 


likoff, I entered the canoe of the Toungouſe, 


who was as highly pleaſed as myſelf with 
the viſit I was going to make to his re- 


I was ſtruck with the form and lightneſs 
af their canoes, the bottoms of which are 
however ſo nearly circular as to preſent but 
little ſurface to the water, and conſequently ; 


He informed me that the borders. of the Lena were 
inhabited on this fide by different hordes of his country- 
men. 1 muſt obſerve, that the Toungouſes and Lamouts 


muy be regarded as the ſame people. 


PR 
* 


chey 
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they are eaſily overſet. They. conſiſt of 
laths diſpoſed in net-work, and covered 
with the bark of the birch tree ſewn toge- 
ther and fortified with tar. The ends are 
narrow and pointed, and the oar is kept 
in equipoiſe in the middle of the veſſel, ſo as 
to enable the rower to ſtrike alternately 
with either end. 


The Toungouſes expreſſed the utmoſt 
joy at ſeeing me: ſurrounded, welcomed, 
careſſed, I was at a loſs how to anſwer 
heir profeſſions of friendſhip. A young 
deer was killed and laid at my feet; in 
making me this preſent, theſe good people 
regretted that their poverty deprived them 
of the ability and pleaſure of being more 
uſeful to me. I was not able myſelf to be 
very bountiful in my preſents, and I only 
ſhowed my gratitude by leaving them ſome 
of my cha:hs. DT” 
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They are unſettled, like the wandering 
Koriacs, and live nearly in the ſame man- 
ner. Their yourts are not ſo. large, and 
are covered with the bark of the birch 
tree; there is no other difference. Every 
family has a diſtinct yourt; the chief orna- 
mental piece of furniture is a ſmall wooden 
idol of the human ſhape, but with an enor- 
mous head ; it is dreſſed in their cloaths, 
and decorated with rings, bells, and other 
pieces of metal. They give to this image 
the name of Saint Nicholas, in alluſion tothe 
patron ſaint of Ruſſia. 


I have already deſcribed the dreſs of 
the Toungouſes, and have therefore only 
to ſpeak of their features, manners, and mode 
of travelling. | 


They are not ſo large as the Yakouts, 
and have the ſunk eyes, flat-noſe, and broad 
face of the Kamtſchadales, They are 
X  _*__ equally 
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equally hoſpitable ; their characteriſtic 
qualities ſeem to be frankneſs and good- 
nature. In religion, they have the ſtupid 
credulity of the Koriacs, believing in all 
the abſurdities of idolatry. The chamans 
_ equally obtain their homage and confi- 


dence : theſe impoſtors govern every where 
"a means of the fears Roy: 1 


After Sbg. and hunting, which in 
the ſeaſon, oblige theſe families to be a little 
more ſettled, nothing engages their atten- 
tion ſo much as their rein deer. Theſe 
animals conſtitute all their wealth, and re- 
pey with ufury ie care beſtowed- upon 


 _ them. They not orly provide theſe people 


with food + and clothing, but docile to 


* The fiſh with which this river principally abounds is 
wle ſturgeon, or fried. The induſtry of the Toungouſes, 
pn cence. of the egy ofthis filb, as yy do. 


by From a principle the reverſe of that of the Koriacs, 
the Toungouſes always milk the female deer, This milk, 


| which they wade e is very thick, | 
prns the 
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the hand that guides them, they permit 
their. maſters, both men and women, to 
mount their backs, and ride them at a ſwift 
pace wherever they pleaſe *. Inſtead of 
harneſſing them to aſledge, likethe Tcheult- 
chis and the Koriacs, they train them up 
ent to the motions of a bridle twiſted 
| their horns. The ſaddle is orna- 
mented, and of the ſame ſize as ours, hut 
without ſtirrups; it is faſtened by a very 
weak girt, and the rider, when he totters, 
has nothing to ſupport him but a long ſtick 
with which he ſtrikes his ſteed: it is manifeſt 
that this exerciſe requires great {kill. The 
baggage is put into ſmall panniers, covered 
with rein deer-Kin, and fixed to the ſaddle, 
which hang on each fide againſt the flank; 
of the animal. . the ay. of the 
1191-30 


oy, eee beer 
tary and China. 
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Toungouſes in any place, the burdens are 
ranged r ern round their 1 


My navigation became leſs Angresble 
when I had reached Pelodoui, a large village, 
the inhabitants of which are Ruſſians, de- 
ſcended from the firſt cultivators of Siberia, 
called Starogili. There I was freed from 
the dangerous exiles, and had no other 
guides than honeſt ' peaſants, who were 
equally aſſiduous and comiplaiſant. The 
houſes were not ſo diſtant from one another, 
and promiſed me at leaſt ſome reſource. In 
each of theſe villages there are fix men ap- 
| Pointed to conduct the buſineſs of the poſt : 

no privilege exempts them from this ſervice; 
ed to the glebe, pay the ſame duties to the 
crown; and furniſh recruits. -- The produce 
of their harveſis are not e ory to | Gl 


6s Gai a. ood 


are obliged to hab and lay up a 1 
J 8 Te of 
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of corn. Rye is no where ſo dear as in tliis 
place; it ſells at ſeventy or eighty kopecs 
the poud. ef err ro ton u tal 
Vitim is the village neareſt to the preced- 
ing one. As it reſembles all the Ruſſian 
villages, I need not deſcribe it; churches 


are leſs common than the cabacs or ns 2 


houſes. t Aned off] 
FOODS» Ove , au! 
Birds are fond of the environs and che 


borders of the Lena, where they very much 


abound. The clouds of gnats which cover 
it, account for this. To keep off theſe in- 


ſets, we had taken care to furniſli our- 
ſelves with a quantity of horſe-dung, with 


which we keep up a continual ſire im ou; 
boat; but another unavoidable incorweni- 


ence on this river is the vermin it engen- 


ders; the more we bathe, the _— 178 
PAY" 1: 
95 9965 * 2 2 

Four 
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Four hundred werſts from Peledoui 1 

paſſed by a {mall town called Kirinſk, or 
Kiringui, at the bottom of which the Lena 
flows, and farther on the Kiringa. In the 
midſt of the houſes, none of which make 
any figure, we een c the-church, 
which, is built of ſtone. 5 


154 8 FO 233 + x55 - 1 ; - 1 
Dic ee 903 ae 2 


The bank Wiler bar more 
fandy, we were frequently drawn by horſes . 
The ropes were weak, but it gave ine no 
uneaſineſs ; the pleaſure. of | adyancing- in- 
ſpired me with a | blind eonfidence, for 
which I was ſoon puniſbed. In tlie night 
of the 29. m/ boat touched upon a rock, 
which the darkneſs concealed from us. The 
aur boat was in a minute full of water; we 
e, time to . order to draw it 


4 


Sao hat 993. ad. "pan; Bite 1 95h * 4-88 
412 een the direction of the river 
. - became narrow. I remarked that the country ws better 
TORE Wang ws | 

925 upon 
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upon the Gore which required all our ef 
_ forts, I immediately mounted one of the 
| horles, with my box. before me. . We were 
but four werſts from a village, and it was 
eaſy to have ſpeedy ſuccour. My. boat. wag 
refitted i in the courſe of the day, and the 
next morning I rer on 997 route. 


=y 


Cy 
— 


"In quitting the village of Vttng 1 per- 
| ceived a conſiderable ſalt pit that was pointed 
out to me. 3 three zavodes or 
| copper founderies, 8 
A „ time, and 
again haſtily repaired ; this day alſo, which | 
| 2 Auguſt, my rudder, which continu- 
"ally. ſtruck againſt t the bottom, was carried ; 
away, as well as a kind of keel that was faſ- 
tened under the boat, and 1 abandoned it 
without heſitation. It became the bei- 
5 1 ol my” 0 Goltkoff. - * 
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I took horſes at Toutoura, which is three 
hundred and ſeventy werſts from Irkoutſk, 
and having paſſed through the large village 
of Verkhalenſk, I arrived the 5, at two 
o'clock in the afternoon, at that of Katſ- 
chouga, where it is common to land in or- 
der to avoid the elbow of the Lena, and 

alſo becauſe this river ſoon ceaſes to be na- 
_ - Vigable. In this village travellers are pro- 
vided with kibitks*, or Ruſſian four wheel 
carriages, which are conducted by exiles, 
and from time to time by the Bratſkis. 


Between Katſchonga and Irkutſk is 4 
fiep or uncultivated diſtrict, inhabited ſolely 
by theſe Bratſkis, a colony of ſhepherds, 
ſuppoſed to be deſcended from the Tartars, 
fo ſtrongly do they reſemble that people. 
There? is ſomething ferocious and n in 


| San e e af". lang, ed 
They are not hung upon any thing, and though you may 
| W 
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thei appearance; they are extremely ad- 


dicted to robberies, and I faw-one of them 


apprehended for ſtealing ſome cattle. Their 
flocks are numerous and. conſiſt of oxen, 
cows, horſes, but chiefly ſheep. The ſpeed 
with which I travelled, prevented me from 
viſiting their habitation, or making more 
minute obſervations reſpecting them. 


Me paſſed over a number of mountains, 
through very horrible roads, and which 


made my poor Golikoff frequently cry out, 


bruiſed by the continual jolting of our in- 
fernal vehicle; it was the firſt time he had 


experienced this mode of trayelling. At 


length, having left the monaſtery of Voz- 
nefſenſkoi at our right, whence. Irkoutſk be- 
Eins to be viſible, we came to a ſmall arm 


of the river that winds along under the 


walls of the town, and which we croſſed 
without coming out of the carriage. There 
I was ee, who was de- 


"a 


2 2 | ſirous, 


. Ne o 
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ſirous, agreeably to his office, of informing 
the governor ; but fatisfied with my name 
and office, which I gave him in writing, he 
permitted me to go before him. It was 


about eleven o'clock in the evening of 6 
Auguſt, when I entered this capital, having 


travelled, ſince I left Yakoutfk, fifteen hun- 


dred and ninety- four werſts. 


 Lalighted at the office of police, to en- 


 quire for a lodging. The kvarter-meſter, 


or ſuperintendant of that department, led 
me to a houſe, the maſter of which, far 
from obeying the orders injoined on him 
to receive me, deigned not to rife from his 
ſeat to declare his refuſal. I ſaw the mo- 
ment when the officer of the police, irritat- 


ed at ſo uncivit a behaviour, was on the 


Point of avenging his infulted authority. I 
Tucceeded however in pacifying him, and 


beſought him to chuſe me another lodging. 
In the interval the gorodni;ſcb,or commandant 


of 
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of the place, major Dolgopoloff, had heard of 
my arrival, and the trifling mortification I 
had experienced; he came immediately to 
the place, which I had ſcarcely taken poſſeſ- 
| fion of, made a thouſand apologies for my 
having been ſo indecently treated and fo 
badly accommodated, and in ſpite of all I 
could ſay in favour of my apartment; he 
obliged me to quit it, and to go with him. 
I loſt not by the change: nothing could be 
more neat and elegant than the apartments 
to which he conducted me. It was a ſyite 
of rooms perfectly furniſned and orna- 


mented with paintings in freſco; but what 


pleaſed me moſt was the zealous attention 
that was beſtowed upon me, and by which 
all my wiſhes were anticipated. 
The next day M. Dolgopoloff preſented 
me to the governor, major general Arſe- 
nieff, and I gave him the diſpatches of M. 
Kaſloff, as the governor general was then at 
Moir Z 8 Peterſburg. 
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Peterſburg. .I was highly flattered by 'the 
manner in which M. Arſenieff received me. 
After loading me with civilities, he inſiſted 
that I ſhould have no table but his, and 
introduced me to his family *, whoſe har- 
mony,.good ſenſe, and cheerfulneſs, render 
his houſe a truly delightful habitation, and 
communicate their own character to the 
ſociety whom their merits attrac . 


I profited of the diſpoſition and oblig- 
ing offers of the governor, to recommend 
to him with warmth my ſoldier Golikoff. 
| The innumerable ſervices which this brave 
fellow had rendered me, his fidelity, his 
devotedrieſs and zeal, which lrad ſtood every 
proof, pleaded more ſtrongly in his favour 
—_ my anne ang M. Arſc- 


. . French ; one of the 

ſons writes it correctly, and poſſeſſes, 'as well as his brother, 

2 thouſand amiable qualities. Fer Saga a ſiſter married 
to the vice-governor, 
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nieff was deſirous of ſecuring to himſelf ſo 
good a ſubject; but the ambition of poor | 
 Golikoff® wiſhed for nothing farther than | 
| the being incorporated in the garriſon of 
Yakoutſk, where he was attracted by affec- 
tion to his father, who lived in that town, 
and attachment to M. Kaſloff, under whole 
orders he conſidered it as a happineſs to 
Jerve. Such ſentiments increaſed the in- 
tereſt which my account of him had in- 
ſpired, and my protegè inſtantly obtained 
the er I ſolicited for him. | 
11 8 made a viſit to M. Polkat- 
Thing, the intimate friend of M. Kaſloff, 
whoſe recommendation procured me every 
ſpecies of civility. I found at his houſe a 
| catholic prieſt, { ſent into Siberia to aſſiſt the : 


0 Diting ay My at Okotlk, M. Kokh, at my requeſt, 

had willingly conferred on him the rank of corporal. _ 
This unexpected favour made ſo ſtrong an impreſſion upon 
him, that, on his return from the parade, I thought he 
1 9 4 | Chriſtians 
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"Chriſtians of the church of Rome, by his 
miniſtry. His uſual reſidence is at Ir- 
koutſk. 


5 This | Gb the capital of the government 
'of Irkoutſk and Kolivania, is ſituated on the 
border of the Arigara, and near the mouth 
'of the Irkout, from which it takes its name. 
Within its vaſt circumference many ſtone 
 edifices are ſeen, and churches built with 
bricks ; the wooden houſes are large and 
commodiouſly diſtributed; its population 
is numerous, and its ſociety brilliant ; the 
multitude of officers and magiſtrates who 
reſide there, have introduced the modes and 
cuſtoms of Peterſburg. Every perſon in 
office has an equipage; rank and quality 
regulate the number of horſes that draw 
their carriages, which are ſimilar to ours, 


I have already obſerved, that all the tri- 
bpnals of the neighbouring provinces are 
oY eat E under 
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under the juriſdiction of thoſe of this 
town; it is alſo the ſee of an archbiſhop, a 
venerable prelate, who exerciſes the func- 
tions of that office through the whole ex- 
tent of this part of. the Ruſſian empire. 
But it is to commerce that this capital 
is chiefly indebted for its ſplendour; By 
its ſituation, it is the entrepòt of that which 
s carried on between Ruffia and China. It 
is known that an intercourſe is kept up by 
land; ſometimes active, ſometimes languiſni- 
ing; frequently interrupted, it has under- 
gone ſo many variations, that it is neceffary, | 
in my opinion, to go back to the origin of 
this connection to judge of its conſiſt- 
ence, and the enen of which it is 
capable, > 40 FH] N 21 1 718 


The firſt accounts are dated in the mid- 
dle of the laſt century, about the time of 
"the invaſion of the Mantchew Tartars, who, 
Sana, hvaing 
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having for a long time ravaged the northern 


| provinces: of the Chineſe empire, at laſt 
ſubjugated it entirely. It was to a go- 
vernor of Tobolſk, that Ruſſia was indebt- 


ed for the firſt ĩdea of effecting this com- 


merce, in conſequence of an attempt made 


at Pekin by perſons of confidence whom 
he ſent thither. Far from being diſcou- 


raged by the trifling ſucceſs of theſe emiſ- 
ſaries, Ruſſian and Siberian merchants unit- 


eld together to profit, if it were polſible, by 
their diſcoveries. They ſent out a caravan 
in the year 1670, which brought back new 


lights upon the ſubject, and unequivocal 


proofs of the [poſſibility of ſucceeding. 


From that time companies multiplied, 


the journeys became more frequent, and 


er Be Wand increaſed. | a0 $1) 


This progreſs 3 the Chineſe, who 


en, to ſet bounds to it. Forts were 
erected to reſtrain a neighbaur, who, ad- 


vancing 
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vancing nearer every day, by the river 
Amour, the Eaſtern Sea, and the Selinga, 
inſenſibly approached the frontiers of China. 
Theſe defenfive meaſures were the ſource 
of very warm diſputes between the two em- 
pires upon the ſubject of their reſpective 
boundaries; a few. hoſtilities took place, 
and at laſt an open rupture. Many years 
were ſpent in beſieging places, in demoliſh- 
ing and erecting them in turns, till the year 
1689, when the two courts, by the media 
tion of father Gerbillon and father Pereira, 
jeſuits, authoriſed by the emperor of China, 
ſigned, at Nertſchinſk, a treaty of peace 
god: eee m which was to be 
6 369 15 7 engraven | 
>, os treaty, a EE Oy 
theſe religious negociators, was tranſlated into the Ruſſian 
and Mantchew languages, and reſpectively ratified by the two | 
ſovereigns. This was the firfl.jnſtance,” finee- the founda- 
tion of the Ruſſian empire, of a treaty of peace being en- 
tered into by this nation, and foreigners permitted to enter 
the capital. At this epoch there were a number of. Siberian 
fan at Pekin, deſerters or priſoners, and who, from the 
& | goodneſs 
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egngraven on two ſtones or poſts erected on 
the confines of each empire. | 


Buy this reciprocity, there was a free com- 
merce ſecured to all the ſubjects of the two 
powers, who were furniſhed with paſſports 

by their courts. Meanwhile China had 
taken care to be paid for her condeſcenſion 
by the ſurrenders:ſhe* demanded of Ruſſia, 
who loſt not only an important part of its 
poſſeſſions, but the navigation of the river 
Amour as far as the Eaſtern Seas. 

To make amends, or with a view of deriv- 
ing greater-advantages from this commerce, 
'Tzar* Peter the Great commiſſioned, in 
Mages Iſbrand byes, a * in his ſe- 


a hen reſolved to ſettle der, 
and} even'to nemuraline themſelves. 69 Ai 1 


2 * I ix in cis manner the Babes one and ene 
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vice, to aſk of the court of Pekin, the 

fame privilege for caravans, which the late 

treaty granted to individuals. The' reſult 

of the embaſſy correſponded with the de- 
fires of the court of Peterſburg; the cara- 

vans were admitted; and as the court re- 

ſerved to itſelf the excluſive right of ſend- 

ing them, it received the whole of the pro- 

fit . Theſe journeys laſted three years; 

caravanſeries, for the exchange of their 

commodities, were appointed for the Ruſ- 
ſian merchants who compoſed the caravans, 

and during their ſtay at Pekin their ex- 

pences were diſcharged by the emperor. 


This calm did not long continue between 
the tO powers. New troubles, occaſioned 
by the miſconduct, drunkenneſs, and inſo- 
208 Individuals ſoon freed themſelves from the d 
ſhackles of the royal monopoly; they carried on a ſecfet 
intercourſe with China, by means of the Mongoul Tartars, 
who ſold their mediation at a high price. 
RY lent 
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lent proceedings of ſome Ruſſians, in the 
midſt even of the Chineſe capital, had nearly 

annihilated their commerce. The embaſſy 
of Iſmailoff ſaved it. By the kill of this 
negociator, 'captain of the guards to the 
Tar, the diſorders were ſtopped, and the 
complaints ſuppreſſed; ſecurity and confi- 
dence ſucceeded to this miſunderſtanding. 
To preſerve this happy diſpoſition, Laurent 
Lange remained at Pekin, under the de- 
zomination of agent to the Ruſſian cara- 


Upon the departure of this reſident, af- 
fairs continually declined and the enormi- 
ties of the Ruflians increaſed. They excit- 
ed the pride and diſtruſt, natural to the 
Chineſe. The refuſal to deliver up a num- 


ber of hordes of Mongouls, who were be- 


come tributary to the Tzar, completed the 
© Indignation of the emperor z every Ruſ- 
fian was baniſhed from his territories, and 
7-1 5 there 
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there was no longer any communication 
between the two nations. 


In 1724, count Ragouzinſkoi, ambaſſador 
from Ruſſia to the ſucceſſor of the vindic- 
tive Kam-hi, effected the renewal of theſe 
commercial ties by a new treaty, that fixed 
irrevocably the bounds of each empire *, 

and ſubjected the merchants to an invari- 
able regulation, calculated for ever to re- 
move all ſource of diviſion. 


+44 fi of Ruſſia was permitted to 

| ſend a caravan to Pekin once in three years, 
and the number of merchants was limited 
to two hundred. On their arrival at the 
frontiers of China, they were to inform the 
emperor, that a Chineſe officer might be 
ſent to eſcort them to the metropolis, where 
» The reader will find in Coxe all the details reſpecting 


— 
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the time of their . It was agreed 
alſo that the merchandize belonging t8 in- 
dividuals ſhould not paſs the frontier, and 


that they ſhould no longer enj oy the pri- 


vilege of trading in any of the Chineſe or 
Mongoul territories. Of conſequence; two 
places were aſſigned them on the confines 
of Siberia, the one called Kiakbta, from a 


ſtream that waters the environs, the other | 


a Zurukbaire ” ſituated on the left bank of the 
Argoun, and they were obliged to depoſit 
their merchandize in the Vece of theſe 


two tients.” PS." No5 a# 


FACTS. "1 
- x. re 9 + _ 
& 1 


22 of the ſolenin ratification: of all 


. the clauſes of this compact, its execution 


encountered various impediments; the lea- 
ven of reſentment fermented, or diſhoneſty 
"gave birth to freſh knaveries, - Be this as 
it —_— in the ſpace ann, en, 


8 I belies. l. the plce called by the Ruſſian 


2 


Naimatſchinn, * EE 
5 3 fs * Sony 
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only ſix caravans fat out from Ruſſia ; and 
after the laſt envoy this cdtnmerce fell into 
a ſtate of languor conſequent upon the loſs 
of credit. iE 017 ig 97 36963 


=, Ps Vii. 1 JL 18 473 A 1 | 
I I ſuppreſs/ the detail of grievances al- 
ledged by the Chineſe againſt the Ruſſians, 
Many well known hiſtorians have given an 
account of the complaints that occaſioned 
the ſucceſſive emigrations of the Kalmouk 
Tartars, and a multitude of Toungouſes, 
who were all received by the court of 
Peterſburg; we have ſeen its ſubtle policy, 
moderate and threatening in turns, al- 
vays evading tho ſatisfaction demanded by 
Gn «òĩ1“»e;i 0 IN 01419 


».. 
_ + Theſe diſputes continued till the accef- 
fron of the reigning empreſs,” No ſooner 
Had Catherine Il. aſcended the throne, than 
ſhe renounced, in favour of her ſubjeRts, the 
monopoly of furs, and the excluſive right 
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of ſending caravans to Pekin. This act of 
zuſtice and beneficence, worthy the genius 
and heart of this empreſs, was ſtill inſuffi- 
cient to give to this commerce its antient 
vigour. The enmity between the two na- 
tions was farther heightened by the fickleneſs 
of theſe Toungouſes, who, tired or diſcon- 
tented with their new eſtabliſhment, ſud- 
denly eloped from the dominion of Ruſſia, 
and returned to their country to replace 
themſelves paler the Chineſe n 8. 


* 1 


It has fitce been "A that _ two na- 
Tons, diſcarding all animoſity, entered into 
a ſincere connection, and that the inter- 
courſe between the merchants became every 
day more active and intereſting. As the 
which is peopled, enlarged, and fortified, 
the Chineſe reſorted to the ſettlement. of 
Zurukhaire or Naimatſchinn; the commiſ- 
ſaries on each ſide preſided in the exchange 
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ef commodities, and. the Mongow language 


Vas adopted in bee were 
_ by interpreters. *F os 


| The Ruſſians have not the advantage in 


this commerce. The Chineſe, who trade 


in a body, are infinitely more watchful over 


their intereſts and circumſpect in their deal- 


ings; they know how to diſcover the real 
value of the Ruſſian commodities, and they 


have the {kill to ſell their own at the price 
they firſt fix, and from which they never 


"immenſe profit *; they fell it ſo dear that 


the purchaſers are afterwards obliged to 


get rid of it with loſs. To indemnify 


themfelves the Ruſſians endeavour to raiſe 
"0p price of their ſkins,. of which the Chi- 


Wan eee Chant ee wie (rates ibs 


and very ſcarce. I was told that it was ſent from 
as ee ee 


. | 
Ly A A FY 8 neſe 


2. 
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neſe are extremely fond; but the cunning 
of theſe people puts them on 1 gre 
_ this trick. 1 22750 


It would be too tedious to enumerate in 
this place all the articles that enter into 
theſe exchanges. I refer the curious reader 
to Coxe or Pallas, who are both diffuſe on 
the ſubject. By a calculation which they 
made of experts and imports at Kiakhta, in 
the year 1777, the amount of- this com- 
meree was eſtimated at four millions of 
 Foubles; but ſinoe that time, various ac- 
counts deſerving of credit aſſert that it has 
conſiderably leſſened, and at preſent it ny 

e ee erg bit 3 
n | | I had 

"is 8 by Wd in Shs es red, a ris 
times, that the Ruſſian merchants repented of the ſpecula- 
tions they had made in conſequence of. the late adjuſtment; 
and as 4 proof that they conſidered it as void, many of 


them, who opened their warehouſes to ſhew me _— 
digious quantity of ſkins which they had . 
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15 I had no pie to make for my 
departure, but that of purchaſing a ki- 


when a new treaty would give them an opportunity of 
getting rid of their commodities. ** 8 | 


If I might be permitted to give my opinian, I would 
venture to aſſert, that the deareſt intereſts, both of Ruſſia and 
China, are concerned in the ſpeedy accompliſhment of this 
new compact; but, that it may be cemented in a manner 
more durable and beneficial to the reſpective commerce of 
the two nations, it will perhaps be firſt neceſſary that they 
ſhould, in concert, lighten the burthen of taxes, and take 
away all the reſtrictions that intimidate and difcourage the 
merchant. It might alſo be expedient for Ruſſia, profiting 
of the phyſical and natural advantages ſhe poſſeſſes from hes 
ſituation, to fit out ſhips from Okotſk or Kamtſchatka, or 
ſome other port, which might go directly to Macao or 
Canton, and carry on the trade at a much leſs expence than 
by land. The communication between Okotſk and Siberia 
is not very difficult, and this province would doubtleſs be- 
come more flouriſhing when this route was more fre- 
quented. Theſe reflections naturally led me to what I 
have ſaid in the firſt volume of this work (note, p. 9.) of 
the project of an Engliſh merchant at Macao. Why 
ſhould not the Ruſſians make ſimilar attempts? Have they 
not better opportunities than the Engliſh of monopolizing 
the fur trade with China? When the way was once opened, 

it would be eaſy to extend the communication to new ob- 
jects. I ſay nothing of the ineſtimable advantage that 
Ruſlia would derive from. this commercial navigation, in 
1007 J Aa 3 bitk, 
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bitk *. I no longer troubled myſelf about 
proviſions, as I was ſure of finding wherewith 
to ſubſiſt myſelf at every ſtage. The governor 
gave me a poradojenei, or a paſſport, as far as 
Peterſburg. It was reſolved that I ſhould 
be eſcorted by a ſoldier of the garriſon, 
whoſe courage and fidelity were known, 
and that one of the couriers of the gover- 


nor general, who had particularly recom- 
mended him, ſhould accompany me dto aſſiſt 
me by his ſervices and experience. 
* Deſirous of finiſhing my journey more expeditiouſly, I 
left the greater part of my effects with M. Medvedoff, a 
merchant, who politely undertook to ſend them to Peterſ- 
— ee þ * 4 | > « } 

© Toſettle this buſineſs, he invited me to ſup with Wien. 
While we were at table, the town experienced an earth- 
|; quake, which was tolerably violent, and laſted two mi- 
nutes. We perceived i it by the ſhaking of our glaſſes, table, 
and chairs; all the bells ſounded, and many turrets were 
thrown down. Upon the firſt terror it occaſioned, various 
conjectures were formed reſpecting the cauſe of this ſhock ; 
as I perceived that the motion, or undulation, was from 
ſouth to north, it was ſuppoſed to originate in a neighbour- 
ing Be, called Ba. I leave it to > naturaliſts to decide 
the queſtion, 25 
ne n I took 
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: \Eook-leave of M. Arſenieff; his ſon and 


M. Dolgopoloff inſiſted upon conducting me 
to the firſt ſtage, in ſpite of all my remon- 


ſtrances. We were ſeated in the carriage, 
when my- honeſt Golikoff came with tears in 
his eyes, conjuring me to permit him to ac- 
company me as far as theſe: gentlemen; it 
was; he ſaid, the ſweeteſt recompence I could 
beſtow: on him. This laſt inſtance” of at- 
tachment affected me, and I felt that in 
eomplying with his requalt, wy e 
was: not 2 than * nul N 


| Having © croſſed in a ferry boat the 4 
Angava“, we ſoon arrived to the place of 
ns: Weep 


* This: river, uking the name of 3 as ſar 
as Yenifei (near the town of Yeniſciſk) and, at ſome dif- 
tzoce from, Irkoutſk, falls into the vaſt lake, which he 
- Ruſſians call the ſea of Baikal. This lake is ſaid to be 
ſurrounded with lofty mountains, its water is freſh, but the _ 
navigation of it is unſafe, on account of the frequent ſtorms 
to which it is expoſed. Nr 
able to viſit it. 

N A a 4 | and 
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ind tele dave of my two Friends, Goliksf, 
concealed behind my carriage, endeavoured 
to hide his tears, and recommended me to 
the care of the ſoldier who ſucceeded him. 
His deſpair burſt forth when my horſes 
were harneſſed; he embraced my knees, 
and exclaimed that he would never quit me. 
It was to no purpoſe I repeated that, as he 
well knew, I had no right to take him; my 
neaſonings, my careſſes, nothing could pre- 
yall on him to leave his hold; it was neceſ- 
ſary to force him from my feet, then from 
the carriage, which he ſeized on being torn 
from: me. Never, I believe, had my ſeriſi- 
bility experienced a more violent ſhock; 1 
departed with a wounded heart. The regret 
of not having been able to follow the dic- 
tates of my ,gratitude* ſtill torments me, 
and can only hope that he may be in- 
* The ſtrength of gny'expreſions in deſcribing my fon; 
iments towards this, ſoldier, require, in my opinion, no 


apology, A bays geting yh anyone that die 
me; when informed of the ſervices be rendered nis. v of 


tris ; 4 2 formed 
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formed of it, for l cannot flatter er 
e ee lack 1 


= amobliged b diſcontinue my 
practice of making notes every day. My 
journey to Peterſburg was ſo rapid, that is, 
from 10 Auguſt to 22 September, that it 
was impoſſible to obſerve the ſame accu 
racy; for this reaſon alſo the reader wilt 
pardon the brevity of my obſervations; 
The country through which I paſſed has 
beſide been deſeribed by ſo many accurate 
and intelligent pens, and theſe travellers 
hayes given ſo, much attraction and intereſt 
to their recitals, that I ſhould only be a6 
euſed of preſumption, or plagiariſm, if Lat- 


tempted to enlarge on a ſubject, which they 


profoundly ſtudied, while I had ſcarcely tims 
to ſxim the ſurface. Many of theſe per- 
formances * are ou; and the > curioſity of 
ee eee 


Ng 


* * Toe theſe do ſhall mention Ga Nn. 
2 Ritſchkoff, Falk and Georgi, abbe Chappe, 
and 


” 


the reader may be amply ſatisfied by them. 
Efhall only ſpeak of what relates to myſelf. - 


] firſt paſſed through à ſmall canton in- 
habited by Bratſkis. Are not theſe the ſame 
people deſcribed by other French writers, 
under the appellation of Burates? Beyond 
Oudinſk' I came to Kranſnoyark, where 1 
ſtopped twenty-four hours to repair the 
axle-trees of „ eee This town de- 
of the e Yeniſe, which ran CARED 
- ell atyh enen 
Ames md the deſert; "called 
Baratinfini-ſiep. The poſt ſervice is per- 
formed by exiles of every defcription, whoſe 
ſettlements are at the diſtance of twenty- 
five; and ſometimes fifty werſts from one 
. unfortunate pe in 
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har Pallas, The laſt =." ev 3 his + exc 
the triple merit of beste energy, _ exons inſorm- 
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me from Vakoutſk to Peledoui; they are 
neither more ſerviceable nor leſs ferocious, 
and their indolence is ſtill more mortify- 


— dy 
SLE. * 
1 K. 


Accuſtomed to the fertile and rich conn« 


try about Irkoutſk, cultivated by the labos 
rious Starogili, the eye cannot ſurvey, with+ 
out pain, this barren waſte. We are dif- 


poſed to aſcribe this melancholy contraſtts 
mne ſloth of the perverſe inhabitants;thougl | 
it is acknowledged that the ſoil yields them 
no return. One might ſay, that in con- 


formity with the 'vindiftive hand that pur? 


ſues them, Nature acts towards them as 


ſtep· mother; the earth, to which juſtice has 


baniſhed them, ſeems to feel a reluctance in 


bearing them; its withered e e 
nnn | 
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did not treat theſe miſerable creatures with 
more attention than was expedient. To 
enforce obedience, he frequently made uſe 
of his ſtick, and my remonſtrances could 
not reſtrain him from theſe ſallies, which he 
called, in pleaſantry, his reigning ſin. One 
day he had near paid for his cruelty in a 
terrible manner. Arriving at a ſtage we 
found no horſes; the man upon whom the 
buſineſs this day devolyed, had been guilty 
of the daring crime to abſent himſelf, in 
und no one appeared; my courier at length 
reſolved to go himſelf, with my ſoldier, and 
ſeize the firſt harſes they could find. In 
about half an hour they returned, in a very 
angry humour, with a ſingle horſe, for 
which they had been obliged to fight; 
While they were relating the tranſaction, 
the man whom they aecuſed of being the 

aggreſſor, ran to complain to me of their 
having plucked off half his beard; At the 
ba?! ſame 
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dame moment 1 was ſurrounded by more 
not where, for as we entered the village, 
we could perceive no one but the flarofe 
They' ſeemed to contend” who ſhould rea 
proach him moſt ; I ſpoke a long time 
without being heard. My courier, inſtead 
of aſſiſting me in pacifying them, ran to tis 
poſtillion, who returned from the fields, and 
had- occaſioned us. The man, whoſe beard 
nie but the-ſoldier, y order of d 
to deliver him from his hands. By dint of 
ended che fury of the combatants,” 1 
had great reaſon to applaud myſelf for my 
the treatment their neighbour received; 
I had not immediately ordered my two in- 
diſcreet 
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_ Wiferect attendants to return to the -car- 
. riage, and the poſtillion to make haſte and 
harneſs the horſes. The crowd was de- 
firous of purſuing them, but at laſt I ſuc- 
_ ceded in appealing it, and they eſcaped 
With a few invectives. I haſtened to my 
 kibitk; and did not think myſelf ſafe till 1 
us out of their reach, + 
# I-trembled- leſt this event ſhould circu- 
late; in the mean time, till my arrival at 
Tomſk, a town at the end of this deſert, I 
Plaints before the inſpector general, and to 
mx great mortification they appealed to me 
zs a Witneſs... This officer explained to me 
the dangerous influence the affair would 
produce upon the maintenance of order and 
{abordination, if cheſe exites of Baraba were 
he accordingly pre- 
OY Te Bs e partd 
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pared to ſet out for the ſpot, to make an ex- 
15 r 1 | j. 43 (% 90 BRIL 
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ne has of * Tomlk ſoon 
| niſms for this diſagreeable adventure. 
found him to be a Frenchman, of the name 
of Villeneuve : his rank was that of.colonel; 
I. was received by. him as a; country man, 
and I need ſay no more to expreſs our mu- 
tual joy at meeting. W 
e ee 7.097107 Hin ne 
1 5 e 
ao town of Tomſk packed neat; it 
z partly upon an eminence, where the houſe 
of the governor predominates, and the other 
part deſcends to the river Tom. I only 
1 OI wheels were AI 
5 * 5 
t 1 mitt many! companies We | 
dlaves*, and I was adviſed to be on my 


9 9 1 * 15 Lat! 3 ” r i rig! 


me er ber rd iii et them 
guard 
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guard againſt them. As individuals fre- 
quently eſcape, the peaſants are obliged to 


purſue them as much from duty as for their 


bwn fafety. Nothing is in reality more 
it is true, but they are never fettered. I 
have" ſeen in woods as many as eighty 
deſtined to the ſame place; they were di- 
vided into companies of four, five, or fix 
men and women, who followed at the diſ- 
tance ſometimes. of two or three werſts. 


bey are afterwards-diſtributed in the dif- 


ferent mines ee going 
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— pip reſts how 


Vince, as the Oka, the Veniſei, the Tom, the 


the laſt-I'ran à conſiderable riſk in a fmall 
ferry, which was in ſo wretched a condition, 


ttt in the middle of theTiver it filled v ith 


„ witer. 
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water. We ſhould have found ſome diffi- 
culty in ſaving ourſelves, but for a ſmaller 
boat, that I had had the precaution to faſten. 
to the ferry, and others that' were quickly 
brought to our ſuccour by the mbabitants. 
on the oppolite ſide. | x | 


f 


rs I anions Tobollk, I paſſed the 


Inifch'twice, the laſt time near he mom 


of the Tobol. This capital, ſituated be- 
tween theſe two rivers, would have been 
one of the moſt beautiful towns of Siberia, 
but a fire has made ſuch havock as to re- 
the greater part of it to aſhes. Prior 
£ this event, it was in two diviſions, the 
upper town and the lower town; the one; 
built upon the platform of a mountain, 
Preſented many beautiful edifices of ſtone; 


which were the firſt devoured by the flames. 
y degrees the fire reached the upper part 
of the town and the ſtone houſes, where it 
vox. 11. Rr 


the other was made up of wooden houſes, 
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| | left nothing but the walls. I made no ſtay 
| * at this melancholy ſoene; the impreſſion it 
made upon me was equally deep and forci- 
ble, and 1 ſhall never forget the air of con- 
| ſternation that was viſible in the inhabitants, 
| who, from the higheſt to the loweſt, laboured 
indefatigably, but in mournful ſilence, to 
repair their loſſes. Already the ravages 
begin to diſappear, and the foundations of 
dome houſes and ſhops, all . rebuilding of 
ſtone, ariſe above the ſurface: 1t-is-probable 
that the reſt of the town will have the ſame 
ſolidity. | | f f. 


In quitting it 1 paſſed the Irtiſch a third 
time to reach Catherinebourg, or Yekater- 
inbourg, where I ſtayed twenty-four hours, 
that my carriage might again be repaired. 
Lemployed the time in viſiting a gold mine 
in the neighbourhood, and the place where 
bes copper money is coined. | 
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I refer A reräch to the authors I have 
already cited, for a deſcriptions of tlie oolo- 
nies of Tcheremiſſes, Tſchoubafchis, Votia- 
guis, and Tartars. I ſhall onty ſay of theſe 
laſt, that the neatneſs of the infide' of their 
houſes aſtoniſhed me, dotibtleſs' becauſe I 
had been a little too much acetiſtorned to 
the contrary defect among the Kamft- 
ſchadales, Koriacs, &c. Theſe Tartars lead 
ſedentary lives ; they are huſbandmen, and 
have conſiderable quantities of corn and 
cattle : the religion they profeſs: is the Ma- 
hometan. ba bc; 4 


The head dreſs of the Tcheremiſſes ſtruck 
me with its ſingularity ; it is a ſmall ſhell of 
wood, eight or ten inches long, and four or 
five broad, placed near the root of the hair 
upon the forehead, and the upper part wich 
an inclination forward. This is faſtened 
with a knot, and then covered with an 


th e 
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and, out of preference; they chuſe the moſt 
glaring colours and the moſt crowded pat- 
terns. The handkerchief, which is very 
large, and hangs looſely behind, is edged 
with a broad tringe, or lace of gold or 
filver, in proportion to the wealth or luxury 
of the wearer. The reſt of their dreſs can- 
not better er eee _— de 
_—_—_ 15 A f A gt, 
eee eee at: 
for money, and informed me that they. were 
going to people and cultivate a ſmall canton 
on the borders of the Wire n near Seppel 


g e een een ex- 
amined by the governor of Caſan, and the 
difficulty of procuring horſes, as I arrived 
late; kept me in this town till break of day. 
The Wolga, which waſhes its walls, ren- 
ders the ſituation pleaſunt; the houſes are 

for the moſt part built of wood, and the 
v — 78 churches 
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dis ies! 3 told that it is the 
. nr Ron 2 


S the 0 0 a river , 8 PA 
its navigation, and which pours itſelf into 
the Caſpian ſea, I paſſed before the'towns of 
Rouzmodemianſk and Makarieff, The lat 
ter, celebrated for its linen manufactures, 
is, properly ſpeaking, but a-village. I was | 
at) a ſmall diſtance from it, and had juſt 
croſſed a bridge, ill conſtructed, and that 
trembled under miy carriage, when my im- 
patience was near coſting me my life. My 
poſtilion, animated by my repeated exkort - 
ations, drove me with great rapidity +: on a 
ſydden I heard ſomething ſirikehart againſt 

d bordeis ars Haid to be infeſted with robbers, who 


are, probably nothing more than the watermen, I ſax 
. received the {inaldat | 
infale; © 

It is a praiſe dus to the poſtilions of Ruſſa3'in no 
part are we driven ſo rapidly, and the 1 reaſon is that they 
are almoſt always tipfy.” In the villages; after harveſt, it 
is yeeglſary to take then by force from the public hauf. 


3 Bbg ' the 
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the box of my kibitk; I thruſt out my head, 
and received a blow that made me inſtantly 
fall back in my carriage. A cry, uttered 
by the courier who rode with me, informed 
me that I was wounded.” In reality a ſtream 
of blood ran down my forehead : the car- 
riage ſtopped; I alighted ;'it was the circle 
of my wheel that was broken, the edge of 
which had: ſtruck me with the greater vio- 
lence, in {conſequence of our | ſpeed. : On 
putting my hand to the wound, it appeared 
large and deep: I conceiued that the ſkull 
was injured, eee 
mne n e 1791 
R -:Þ vol 6 hh nen. enen 
lt is here I can ſay e due 
guage is too weak to deſcribe the exceſs of 
my deſpair. After ſurmounting 0 many 
obſtacles, ſo many perils; at the very gates 
of Poteriurg;' where T"ardently longed to 
embrace, in my arms, the beſt of fathers, 
| hom I had not feen-for four years; on the 


of?” . eve 


16 
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| 
eve of entering my native country, of ac- 
quitting myſelf of my embaſly, by deliver- 
ing my important diſpatches, and to be 
ſtruck by a mortal blow The reflection 
overcame me; I felt my knees tremble and 
my head turn round; the ſuccours of my 
companions fortunately brought me to life: 
1 nnen courage, tied a band 
age tight about my head, the wheel was 
3 in the beſt manner it could; and we 


um 
d. ne 
uv - 412 . Atte : : 


1 left my kibitk in this led to — care 
of my ſoldier, with orders to have it re- 
Paired, and to follow me immediately to the 
next town. While my poſt carriage was 
Oy eee pnt into ita i * 
—— dee dee 
a good oompreis placed on it, which enabled 
eee e Wl e . 
N 
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\me to proceed to Njendi-novgorod, which 
- Was mne thirty werſts. 
20 ee PT Pn 
<Q The en major, at. e lane I 
Nopped, was nat at home, and in order to 
wait for him, I Was conducted. into a moſt 
filthy habitation. The deſire of not being 
known, and the uncretainty I was in re- 
ſpecting my wound, induced me not to an- 
nounce myſelf to the governor. In the 
aſternoon I returned to the ſurgeon's, but 
to no purpoſe. Impatient of ſuffering, with- 
out knowing what might be. the. effect of 
my wound, I. aſked. if there was no one 
elſe who could aſſiſt me, and they mentioned 
a palleter, or ſurgeonis mate, who,. after 
many difneulties on his part, came to me. 
His addreſs gave me no mee 
ſon reſpeQing, his talauts and ſobriety ;.it 
bad all the bluntnefs and tattering gait of a 
drunken man. In the mean time the ne- 
Kaſſity of having py Hound probed, over- 
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came the repugnance I felt of truſting my- 
ſelf to ſuch hands; but the wretch had for- 
gotten his inſtruments. Who would ſup- 
poſs chat a pin was the probs he borrowed ? 
Having examined it, he informed me, in a 
ſtuttering manner, that my ſkull was laid 
open, but not at all fractured, and that with 
the appkcatiom of brandy and water I might 
continue my journey; he then adviſed me 
to be blooded. The idea of truſting my 
arm to ſuch a drunkard made me ſhuddee. 
Having thanked, paid, and diſmised kim, 1 
got into my carriage, happy to be nad both 
of the Wann 1 5 
Nit 
e eee fftuated, as 
one knows; upon the Wolga, and is 2 
to all the Ruſſian towns. When I Paſſed 
| through it; it boafted of tlie Honour- of 
having a company of national comedians. " 
0 ALE, OBA, DO e at 75 
gh Leaving Vladimer, I came to Moſtow, 
M, dg 


e£Sl4c 34 . N! 


M. de Boſſe was anxious to have my wound 
examined by the moſt; ſkillful ſurgeons. 
Their report gave me confidence, though 
the pains in my bead were tolerably acute. 
I found myſelf the more conſoled by the 
removal of my fears, as I learned at the 
lame time a circumſtance. very much calcu- 
Aated to increaſe; them. M. de Boſſe told 
me that my father was not at Peterſburg: 
11 therefore had been dangerouſly wound- 
ed, and this town had been the termination 
of my career, I ſhould have been (deprived 
of the conſolation of ending my life in the 
| e eee 20 Dy 72 


i any being bin a ſhattered con- 
Alien, I jeft it at Moſcow, and: fat off in 
one of the common poſt carriages; but they 
were ſo ſmall and ſo incommodious, as not 
by Tver, „ ee 8 i 
„WOM ©3 88125 1 18 HBV tod, 


rod, and Sophia near 'Tſarfkocelo'®, and I 
entered Peterſburg in the night of 22 Sep- 
tember, having travelled fix thouſand werſts 


in forty days, eight of which were loft 
in the unavoidable delays I had experi- 
n 4 ob {to er abt 
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St eee FIRE BYEF nenn 
Agreeably to the inſtruction of count 
de la Perouſe, I delivered my packets into 
the hands of count de Segur, miniſter ple- 
nipotentiary from the court of France to 
the empreſs. I had the pleaſure of ſeeing 
him on his arrival in Ruſſia, and I count ĩt 
among the happy events of my life that I 
now found him at Peterſburg, to conſole 
miniſter not only received me in the moſt 
gracious manner, but intereſted himſelf in 
Ma health with de HARE) of affection. 


4 {ths 0 24 625831285 1 (7 * an 


* Theſe towns are well known: I paſſed them with 
ſuch ſpeed as ſcarcely to ſee them, 


+ % * 
* He 


oo AVI 


He offered one of his couriers to ac- 
company and take care of me during 
tde remainder of my journey. Mean- 
While as the ſkill:cof? his ſurgeon had ef- 
ſected my cure, I thanked the count for 
his obliging offer, but was unwilling to 
deprive him of a man eee be ne- 
| xeflary'to him. TORS ee. 


Orr! i N TIS - 1} 419: Wink me 


„Cherged- with ki . left 

ee ee eee eleven and 
twelve at night. At Remer, as the -wea- 
ther Was foul, I was eight hours in en- 
of the ſea called Cuurich- haf I flept at 
dentiary of the king to this court, being alſo 
defirous of ſending diſpatehes hy me; 1 was 
welÞraquited for this trifling delay, hy the 
flattering things which it occaſioned me 

. ds 9 eee 

2H | | At 
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At length I ſaw: my native country, and 
17 October at three O clock in the after 

noon, I arrived at Verſailles. I alighted? 

at the houſe of count de la Luzerne, miniſ- 

ter and ſecretary of ſtate for the marine 
department. I had not the happineſs of 

being known to him, but the very kind re- 
ception he gave me, inſtantly prepared my 

heart for the gratitude, which on ſo many 
accounts I owe him: To his favour, upon " 
which I ſet. the higheſt value, I am in- 
debted for the honour of having been 
preſented, the ſame day, to his majeſty, 

who condeſcended to interrogate me re- 
ſpecting various circumſtances of my ex 
pedition; expreſſed a deſire to know the 
particulars; and recompenſed me the next 

day by appointing me conſul at Cron- 
ſtadt; a recompence ſo much the dearer, 

as it reminded me of the eulogiums 

that had been beſtowed on the zeal of 

all 
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all my family, in the civil and political 
| offices with which they had been en- 
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KAMTSCHADALE, kORLAC, TCHOUKTCHI, | 


.. AND LAMOUF-LANGUAGES. _-., 
bk. * 14 #% AS ” 110 : — . 


© outs Poabularyof the Kania , 


ENGLISH. - RusSSIAN. - KAMTSCHADALE 


Go Bork ⸗ Douchteakhtchitch, 
| Kout & Koutka 
Father  - Otets N 
| Mother Matt Engatcha 
j iI Dita Peetch 
| I ; 1 _ Kimmea - 
Name (of a thing} Imẽa Kharenetch 
M circle, or round Kroug > Kill la Kil 
Smell . Doukhh . Tch&khoutch. 
An animal" - Zver - \- + - Kazit-kenguiia / 
4 flake Kol  - Outlept kouitch 
A river Kiig | 
Death _ Eranim 
Water Mamkh or Ji 
The ſen Ezouk _ 
A mountain Inzit + 
Evil Lodonim 
Indolence - Kh-alacik _, 
Summer Adempliſſ 
Salt | Peipiem 
Dbe heart Guillioun 
Strength. Kekhkekh 
| Health _. Klouveſk 
1 ® The reader may conſult the Preface for the pronounciation. 
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Tcnovkrtent Lawour, 


„ | Konac. -; 


Empitch -, 


, : 
EF i 
* * af 
4 4 


of 4 1 
5 * = 4a 
| * 
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4 * 


Illa 

Gum 
Ninn -- 
Kilvo 20 11.4 


Vaue gin 
Iupouilla 
O * k} " 


. Veieſn 


. Veicigou - 


Neit _ ©» 


, . 
q a» cy * = 1 * * 2 1 8.8 2 — 
86 Fe the 128225 
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Exc tisfr. 


Will © 


| Roan, * KAMTSCHADALE, 


- 


Keiel 


Tonno er Cettoud 


Katdcha or Tkada 

; Aillo or Jioud' N 
Kekiou or Kika 
Cekce or Kiſſa 
| Khobel or Tkhouzgea 


X: 


Tehoutfthiel "or Tehi- 


Tn TcbokB12h3; and Lamont rage 37 7 $3 


Kona: ' Terovxrcit ** Huour. 


Nimélkhin E | 1 n 
Khatkin Guetkin * 23 
Mouina gegn ouinguit bp nab 


Guit galguin ©" Guitkalguin * 
Vilioulguin Velioulguin 
Enguittaam | ny .  Ekbkhaiakh 


Litchvẽtt det) 


a 
* . 
+ 4 
a. un * 
- o 


1 
- * - - 
—ö'.!ü act Om war wy a a < Dow. 
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"Komac.  TcroukTCat. © Lamovr:. 


Moulliou mout *Moulliou moul © & Souguial © | 
Nimeankin ' Niméankinn Ekjam © 
Ouppoulioukhin Niouppoulioukin Nioukiſchoukan 
Niguinẽgui — kl Nivlil } * 8 Gi | e 
Nirtokhinn Nikhodin Niatkoukak 


—— * — — 
— — Sr ae hen. AA OI 
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2 : — 6—k Corn to —_—_— 
— fc OY ONCE LEES 
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| 
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- Rys814%,,,- Kaurschabalz: 


 Otchag Ak kannim 


Bomm Kid p 
Sloukh..: | |+ ' Joulloteliim 


Zrenis Eltchkioulnim 


. Vkouſf 13134 4: Tal tal 
* Obonanis, \ Kheiſh, - 


e Khimikhich 


Pero. ſt 3 . Ciffiou 


Liouboy _ Allokhtel anim 
Lioubiit Tallokhtel azinn 
Poĩaſſ ; Ciititt 


Niem +  - Biingkitlik 


: - * 0 
Da | Lebell 
"= 4, : 


Put . Ekoff Kholnim 
Viremẽa Iakkhit, or Tallin 


., , Fenouvxrtent. . 
; D Meguen 
Melguippioulguin "RR EIU 


Tikovaloming 
Tikila ounguin 


1LAMOUT, 


Eloipelvouition. 


. II, or Nandra 8 a 


i 8 Ourkakhoch 


Ehaita kalguin 
Tehakiguitch | 


Mouiv vouitſchik 


* 1 
W 


* 
LI 


A bone 


1 


Exor isn. dun eee 


Kaursc kbit: 


"Korg amtch Nn 
* N 


Tofing 2 — einig ee. 
Light, (nt hen) "Legok Dim khoulow' *' * 
A cow . Karova 3 1 - | 
A ſheep, or A#ghlt B rann 2 AHG. 
A pig _ _ Svinia® 3 
A gooſe Gouſſ Kiſſouiẽſſ 
A duck _ Outka „ Ditchimatch 
A ditch, or canal  'Rov © © *Aerchpouignith” 
Fruit © Plod 8 "Ugateſfitch © 2 
Horn Rov Dettenn * 
Bad Xn £ "Kiellello - 4 
A oat # Koren 4 l Henn 
The trunk if a tree Penn Eani mellokolt ©" 
The bark 1444.5 Kora "Trefch Mut "+ 
White Belo Sucnnkaloo 
Red $12211-5r 5 Kraſno hace 
Wine, or brandy £ Vino hams; We; ooo ONO 2 
To ſow Seiatt ane * 
Bread /- Khleb "Mp 
Oats * Oveyſſ nag. 
Rye 2 Roſch 
Ty cover "14, Scritt * 
To car © © Noflit 
To draw” © Vozit 

ee en "IIS | 


"4 Tho thank ſpaces rr 
columns are not filled up for want of proper words in the reſpective languages 
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Kone. Tenoux rent Lawovr, © 4 
Kh attaam 1 AIspn 1 
re Khoulikhoul Ixann 3 
n kee * Aimkhoun © — 


Kited ; Kae ODuiamkan 


ö Neki 550 
Nota gilguignin Ma 5 
Iẽvouinann Vouinnia khai | Baldaran 8 3h 


Tanne Thee! Those 
Akhamimil Akamimil © Mina | 


Khiniatch&iaouin :. Khir _— | 1. þ Djairam | ; 4 
Khincalguitati Traiavam _ *  Gue-enoum © 


I . | * 


FI 


of theſe people. Wan ter want xs eee man by km 
Es gre /ap 
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Exoris g. . \ RUSSIAN., _ ,  JAMTSCHADALE4 © 
An oak * Doub 710 1 
A bh Soudno, karable Tah, khatim 
Marriage Brax 
A plan 1 Polea 
4 fd . Pachnea 4 
Ta till Pakhatt 
A plough Sokha 
An harroto Borona 
Fain, fatigue Troud ee | 
A girl Deva, or ben. Oulchtchitch- 
A boy Maltchik Pekh achourch 
A pigeon . - Goloub 11 
A guard .  Storoje | Ammachourn 
Growth ,.. M2 © Roſt | 
4 bed, ta lie in bed" Rodin Leut at leur 
Power, will _. Vlłaſt Inatch kekvaouyq(s\! ' | 
The evening: ẽtſchẽr EHitem nut, 
A horſe _ Konn, or Lochat 
The morning Outro Maoukoulaſſ 
New Teper Eengou 
Before Prẽjedẽ Koummett 
After © , Pole Demell 
Thou Ti \Kize 
We 7 Moui ry Bovze ante 
He On 1 OS 
She PILE , Onna Ffehii i 
They Onni Tie nakil 
Voui Souze if 
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Fonic. Tenoxrchi., 


Atviniakou E ckun 


Fi:ffig 
| Konaoutiguing , Matarkin 
Kitilkhin | 1 n 
—_ * 74 P . -* , 4 


. J = N 
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Iakhitchatguiguin Lioulngatt TR 


Ianguianaouy Nevouvitchkhatt . 


Koun ung Eioulakal t 


Kmigatalik - Guekmiiel ; 
Katyouguiguin Tſchinvo a 
Anguivenguin Arguivéiguin 
| 145 1 | nN 
e ' Reakhmitiv. - - 
Ettchigui,- nn. A Ettchigut ,;,,- 
Inkieg Ettiol 1 
Iavatching lavatch ! 
Gall Gr, 
Mouiou Mlouuri 
Enno Inkhann 
Ennonevit Khẽt IInxkhann névann. 
Ioutſchon Innkhahatt 
Touiſuu .., , Toun 

. Gouitkou | + | Voutkou 


880 K, 


94514 


—— — — — — RO 


LAuou rt, 


Tſchourna __ ..., 
Avlann 


Gourgaldena 
Kh-ounatch 
, \ 
Etteiram  _ 
Baldajakann 


Exjeanni 


Khiſſeatchin 
Mourak, or Mourann 
Badjakar 
Ti, hy 
Djoullea +: + - 
Eſſimaak 
Sſi ey 
Bou Lat 
Nong anniqubei-- / 
Nong ann ach! 
Kong artann 
Khan 
Ellia N 
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Exc is. 


4 beard © 
Hair 
Cries 
Neiſe 


= 4 
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* 


, {> 
s © "—S * 


RUSSIAN. 5 


Tamm 
Vott 
Boroda 


1 


Vololr 


Krik 


Volni 


Peſſok 


| KAMTSCHADALE, s 


Ke koui 
"Tetk oun * 
Tcherakhtchr, or koubid 
We Sorry 

Oukh vechtchitch 
_ _ Kega . 
| Berzalik 
Kitt khim 


 Jouſfiltch 
Bouilt lell 
Tæhoukh alas 


Koutg ata 


— | 

4 342 . F 

oel et 
_K-ennetch ; | 


* * 8 T * 
Aire * * i 


_ Koriac, Tchauktchi, aud Lamout Languages. 30 


Komac.  _ Tcnouxrcan. 
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Nanko Neno Tua 


LAuour. 


,,, VN 
Lelou " " Lfliom © Tchourkan © 
Nitchouyoui © Kirvobitt'© Niͤouritt : 
Koukomgalag —& NiketemErguinta + Irkann : 
Kouvitchiguitchiguetok Toulnorkinn — Ouldann L 
Kantchiguitng  Guittchguin Bialga % 
Tehiguei © Tehigai  _ Oneang a 
„ enn 5 


4 = 
4s =» a Ki 
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Korn: 


When ? 
What ? 


To whom & 3 
To what, wth ub 


: 


- ” = 
J - ere 
Lad Killiouch 
14 1 11 
1 
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done of the "Kami(chaddh, © 2 
Rösten. | Kurscnanait - 
Tehto .. Enokitch 
Kemm MKiouliout | 
Ichemm Enok kajell 
| Riba Ennitch bt 
Mel; Talt gal 

 Bereg _ Khaiment 
Gloubina © Amm-amm 
Vouiſſota | Krann-all 
Chirina” Ank Iakill © © 
Dlina Ioulijel 
o 
f 04 "Tezitch | 
fre or =Y 
Te khoulitch 


uach e e 
Teſk koullou 


19931. TH 


-rokhl-konir - 


zitch 


* 
— 


Kia Tele, , and * Langucges. 399 


Konac, © Tenovkvent, 1 
„ . *Tita Fri Ok 5 
Inna 92 R.-eakhnout ; Ek | 5 ww 
Meki HS 
Ioukh-xhhs RNeakh- kb Exch _ 
Innaẽnn IInẽa 4 Ou A 
Khoſtokvoll Khoratol! Oulra *. 
Antchouimm anf Tchourma $457 Kolinn 


Nimm khenn- Nimkhinn Kh-ountkaa 
Niguinsguillokhénn Niélik inn Ooubdkiallaphomta 
Nalamkhinn ee 1g Demga AR 

Nivlikhinn . Nivlikhinn 8 onamina. | 
Khaal! » 1; ) G-algatse hag Toba 
Guitkaouẽtch s Noultſchkhininnbouial Kh-Enguiclrdmas\ 


Kh oul 2 2k 
| Nout6guino, or pourga Menivouial, pourga th SL OTE 
Tia Mg el Th oupEh * 
T3 "> EI 
Deetz © Pipikhilaik = Tehalioukichatut 
| G alamit {0 07 A - Mrenn _ F Dill an n 1 
2320 C7 „N54 
Tipkitinn 
Kaoky tchitén 4 Nipilvouitoukiliza Djargamatt* - _ 
Enn keln © Niketioukhin-Khtavol Tchekei—, 
N6nn cke « _ kinzts Kh ounniattia - R 
3 Kouſſikatchinr 
Mitchiguev ry wy Ape Djbouvla ** — 
Kovelevlangui 1 Antaki 2 oo 
Mitang ewvela _ Minvouilimouik, Anmoldar ©_* | | 


Tiguindrd?”** © Tegres-iniim Ariete 
Koutou lagaiting Nitoulẽakhẽnn Djiourminn 


ES 


@ - 
= P * A * 
oy - 
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Vicabulary of the. R 


ENGLISH. RussiAx. 
4 bele Dira 
To pour Litt 
To boil Varitt - 
To go to bed Letch 
Sex Z Pot 
Below Pod 
Above Nad 
Without © BEE 
Victory Pobẽda 
part M a tree under 55 
the bark ' Bell 
Been © Bovuilt/ 
Tee Led 
Aube Kitt 
 Fallm © Pall 
vapour Par 
ation Volp 
Brit, Io 
Dijeaſe. _ Zlo 
Imm 
Id&din- 
Dva 
Tri 


7 
* 


# 


4. 


2 KAMTSCHADALE. | 


. Palp gall | 
Liouſſezitch 
Kh-alitch 2 


Oratitt 


Tenoukrenl. LA ©2321 1.0941 


— 
* 
11 


0 ; Vouiẽẽi Tikrinn 
Nin mm 
— - Kh-ogandrs 


Koukioulgtinng Hts T Evguika Innen 
J 4 


Akhali Mbouvkatchalrann 


Evouirr [rk 1 yh 
nisenn ©  Oumounn 
Nireakh  ” Djiour 
N.rioukn Elann 
N-rakh Digonn 
| Mouilliguena Tonngonn 
Dd 


* 
— * - " —_ 
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422 _ +» Focabulary of the Tamtſchadale, 
ENGLISH. | Russla x. KAMTSCHADALP, 


Six Scheſt Killk-okk 
Seven Seme Eugatanock 

Eight Voſſemm Tcachokh-stténokh 
Nine 1 Devett Tehakb-attanokh. 


Twerly | | Dvatſett Kaachatcho-khotako 
Thirty + Triffett | Tchook - tchom - kho- 
| hk: v4 — A tako 8 
Forty + Sorok Tehaak - tchom - kho- 
Net! trtillzi gad whos 1772209 
Fifty © Pettdẽſſett Kom- iẽtak-tchom- 
3 | tako - 
Sixty Schsſdeſſett Kilk - ok - tchoin 
. „ ametitiais.o an 3: 6 tako 1015 
5 Sheet iter kotako 


. «© 
Mos + ©.£5 > -, , ” 
— PA. 9 0 4 * 
Ninety Devenoſto Tchakh-attanokhtchom- 
= SS — # * y 4 — 
4 * wy OY 72 
” : 1 3 1 p 4 7% N 24108 4 khotako "To * 
” 4 | ar 
6 . 0 $4.44 Ws. So 4 - 
hundred Sto ehem 
F An "= : , ; * : 
| x 9 A 3 * $o ned of * * 1 
42 j ds = 4 N . 4 - 
4 | n 4 44 T7 . 4 ( 
I thouſand Tiſſeic hs 
* * * , 


Eighty Vooſſem. deſſet '* Tchokhattinokh-tchom- 


a * 7 


p A 
p = 
- +% * ere * 51 T3 
Wen 118.1 448 217 
* © "1 41 
„k „ 1 * 
* = 3 4 
7 2 = ” 
| 1. 
„ N 4 2 2 
— NIL. £: g 13 
- 
” or " => % 
5 ont ' ”, 


Reride, Tebouktchij We Land Langubtesi 463 


Komac. | Tenovxren I, LAuovr. | 


Ennann- mouillanguinn ms en Nioungann 
Niiakh-mouillanguinn ingcbr mouifligudain 3 -Nadann, 1 


Niioukh-mouillanguinn nvrotkinn 5 jẽpkan 

honnai-tchinkinn Khonatchinki 1 Ouiouna | 

Movineguitkinn Moumguikinn Mer 

Kh.alik Khlik-kinn Djir-mer 

Kh-alikmouinẽguitkinn Khlipkinn mouinguit- Elak mer. 
kinnparol 5 


Niech alike. Nirakh-Klipkinn Diguen mat 


Niekh allkmouinégut. Nierakh- khlipkinn- Tonga met 
kinn A mouinguitkinn parol y ; 
Niekh pn J nn Nioungam aer 
Ninktukmoinu New ng Natann mis g 
id innguitkinn parbl 


1 
1122 


wal 1 nn, where 
nth 
Niak | Amin Nrakhlpin win Oulona mie" 
kinn aA guitkinn parol N 
Mouilanguinn khaki Mouil ligueing -khlip- Nias, ue 
l guickinn 
Movineguitkian moui- Mouinguitkion p- Menn * 1 
7 0 kh. _ 7 kinn 4 5 
USA 2920 ö 
10 Ming 4 N= 1 6. 
; re WO, « 1 
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KANTSCHADALE LANGUAGE, 


F Wiel $1945 110 1835 ** | 
_ * 1 Fu 
. L 4 \ | A 
EMI. NSS © * KAMTSCHADALE. 
Pifture of a faint . Noukhtchatchitch 
I, Ruſſian houſe .. TAR Kifout * 
uu . Ok no 11 
Table  - Stoll | 4 Ouzitor 
A flove, furnate — -Petch 3 Of Stu . n. 
ESuNerrencen houſe Iourta g IT, Kentchitch c 
| | Itolmah 
13 
* hn 
Skaſkatt 
Kazaps nom 
Tennemjeda 
$36 11% 2171144 
Panitch | 
Na anidakhtch 
Koum 
7 5 — at Boleherede he dforet rom what is ſpoken at both | 
* 


a: Peter and St. Pail, and at Paratowila +. 


Pocabulary of the Kamiſehudale Lare, 0g. 


ENGLISH, 


A bottle 
| | bag 
Tea 
Forks 
A ſpoon 
A hie 
4 plate 


Aale. clash 
A naphin 
Bread 


A waificoat 


Breeches 
Stockings 


Boots 


4 fort of beet made of | 
| the tin of the ſea wolf 


RUSSIAN, 


Boutilka 


Mechok 


Tchai 
Vilki 


1 
9 "©. 


Nojik 


- Torelka 


Scatert 


ev 


Khleb _ 


Kamzol 
Schtani 


 Tchoulki 
Si 


2 of rein deer, Torbaſſi' ' 


- * wv i. 
. 1 . 


f 


 Bochmaki 


Dai ict 


7 w* 1 
* — 


- 
— - 
- 


Led eee Dai pitt wo 


* * 
411. * 


Kniga 


5  Golova „ue 


Lop 


4 


KAMTSCHADALE. , 


Souala 


0 . —— . — 


Give your had 


7 6-4. 


Waſh the bir 
£2552 Molo 55! #7 


Soap Sa7 2 $M. 


Brovi 


R W . ; 
—_ 
Telo * 4 


Paltſi 1 


— 7 * |. &xl 3 


Schtchoki ! 
Scheia on 
Ouchi {£1 


w- * 


Pléetchhka 
Cf I deb 2 
% 0%, * 


Kouchak 


* Igla 2 
Napèrſtok 5 


Dai rouou 
Primi prẽaẽnt 


Bl I ſt Bake! ; 


4  . Potabuliry of the Kaniiſchadale Language, 
Exozisn. Russian. KawrscHADALY 


n 


neee 
3 F) » "oh D 

— = 9 

oy " Wh 
Chica 


* Oulioul W 


Kot koſſoutou 


Kamaitiii 76 


Deleamoui 


Sobot + ++ [7 7 Komkem: © “ 
Liffitfa £2409 
Vouidra 42 A . 
„ Ouchkanmg Za Mouis tchitck 
Gouſs n 
4 Outka b * 2 


Mouichẽmouich 


Deitchitch 
Kſoaiſs 
Archimonſs 


| * 


% 


At St. Peter and St. Paul, and at — 4 


ENGLISH, .  RuSSIAN. Kkaurschapals, 
Chicken - * Kouritſa 181 Kokorck 
4 fwon _ Lebe  ,,, Maſkhou 
A bear Medvd Kazaa 
A wolf VA... cit. ar -Kotaioum 
A cow Ko- a |. Koovja 
NED . 
Meat R Tatal | 
. re Nen , 

paws AT SIE Kotkhora | 1 
Milt Molocka Nokonn 9 3 
Give food immediately Dail-ieſt-po ſhorts Kotkotakollaſk | 
Give ſomething to drink 10 0 

immediately _ Dar- Tikoſſoſk | 
Huſband Move _ Akon 
Wife © Baba, jena Karija | 
Daughter Defkaa Outchitchiou 
_ Infant M.,nlinnko robénok Paatchitch | 
A church .. Tferkov __. - Takakijout, _ 
Apriff Per |  Takatchitch | 
A prieft's wife _, Popadiia,  Alnatſch 
A ſervant of the Church Diatchok + ;Dijatchok __ 
A church chandelier _ 'P Padilo Dont Kapoutchitch 9 
One N Iédinn % DR 
Two Dva 104 Kaza N \ 
Three | Tri I1ł : oðax O 
ur Tehetirs K 
Five 5 Pett Koumnak 
„ „ 
Sunn semm llaadck 
Eight Voſſerm * _ | Tſoktouk _. 
Nine : Devett Tlſaktah 


208 Vocabulary of the Kamiſchadale Language, Re- 
| Excriem; „ Nosstanx. KAMTSCHADALE. | 


S Buben 8 
| "Twelve Dua nadfſet' © Kachichina 
Thirteen 28233 T nadſſet Tcehokchina 5 
VF Huren Tehẽtire nadſſet Tchakchina i 
E Fifteen Peett nadſſet Koumnakchina 
d, Scheſt nadſet Kilkoukchia 
dann, Sem nadfſet Paktoukchinn ' | 
BS Eighteen van Voſſem nadifet | Tehgktou xk 
Nun Dyatſſet : ace N 
9 Pettdeſſet 


dur or vn eee, 


ik ' 1. "yy 


* 3 2 Hb 
2404 1. [ 
= 
i *. > 
' . 
4 ; ky 2 
: a 2 
— ” 
| 1991 5 
- 4 g 
- :, \ 32 . 
: * 7 # 
1 fn 
| | 
i + d . 7 perf 4 
| # ” 
| * 4 * 4 
: * « 4 DT 4 
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: 
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| 
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